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TODAY'S NFWS 

Bank raises rates 
yet again 


fir» -I caught the 

and brought the next rise ... 
rcgage costs a bit closer yesterday when it increased 
l^resc rates to their highest level for five years. But 
ntual complaints could not disguise the feet that the 
s move under the new arrangements vras a gentle 
^(^ication of the economic brakes. The Bank of Eng- 
's Monetary Policy Committee pushed interest 
a quarter point higher to 7.25 per cent yesterday, 
the fifth increase since I May. The cost of borrowing is 
now at Its highest since the aftermath of the exchange 
race crisis in 1992. 

Even so, the big lenders held off increasing mQttjmgg 
rates yesterday after the Nationwide and the Bradford 
and^ Bingley, the two biggest remaining mutual building 
soaedes. flung the gaundec down to their compecrcors 
by promising to keep their loan rates unchanged at just 
under 8 per cent for now. 

Brian Davis, chief executive of die Nationwide, said: 
“We on afford to let borrowers enjoy Christmas.** But 
he warned that the society would probably have to fol- 
low the Bank of England’s lead if it raises races a^in in 
the New Year. 

Many Oty analysts were surprised by yescerday!s 
move because th^ had expected the recent stock- 
market turbulence to delay the rise in rates. Some reck- 
oned. too, chat policy was already tight enough to slow 
Che economy to a steadier pace. 

But the Bankis statement concluded another ''mod- 
esc" move was needed to keep underlying inflation on 
course for 2.5 per cenc It said the economy had been 
growing at an unsustainable race. 

Business reaction to yesterday^ increase ranged from 
“slighdy disappointed’' to “concerned”. Andrew Higgirv* 
son, chtur of the Briosh Retail Consortium's economics 
committee, said: “It was a rise coo felt” There was no 
sign of overheating on Britain’s high streets, he said. 

The CBi expressed regret about the Bank's dedsion, 
but chief economist Kate Barker acknowledged that the 
tight jobs market did raise concerns about future infla- 
tion pressure. The Bank's announcement pointed to evi- 
derKe of skill shortages as one reason for res dedsion. 

The loudest complaints came from exporters, 
alarmed that high interest rates are keeping the pound 
painfully strong. Graham Mackenzie, director general of 
the Engineering Employers' Federation, said: “EiqiorterSi 
alr^dy suffering reduced margins and toss of market 
share, will continue to be hurt.’' 

— Diane Coyle. Economics Editor 
City reacCioii, 22 


Smog at 3-year high 


Britain^ biggest cities have been experiendng smog just 
as bad as that in Paris last month wrhen public transport 
was free and half the cars were forced off tire rc^. 
Experts say the past few days have seen the dirtiest and 
most dangerous pollution for three years. Yet the 
Government has issued no warning. Page 7 


Isaiah Berlin dies 




Srisaiah Beriin, Fellow of All Souls, Oxford, the cele- 
bnted philosopher, historien. diplomat and polWcal the- 
orist, has died. He was sa One of the most Mllant 
sdxiani of his generation, he 1^ been described as 
Britain^ greatest thinker. He was.also a compelling 
speaker, and an amusing raconteur. 

5; ObUuaiy, page 18 


Bentley to be cleared 
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Best of Blair’s Britain? Images and icons 
meant to impress the French today 



Bienvenue k la jeune Gr«nde.Bretagne de Tony Btairi bitish- 
French summits generally take place in the oak-panelled 
and gilded silence of old country houses, like DitcM^ Park 
in Oxfordshire, or at the equally traditional and splendid 
Lancaster House in London. 

Mr Blair has ordered a change of tack, however. In keep- 
ing with his *Vaung Britain** rhetoric, todays meeting vdtii 


the French Prime Minister, Lionel jospin, is being held on 
the 38th floor of the huge Canary Wharf tower in Londonk 
Docklands development. 

it is riot only home to newspapers like The Independent^ 
the Minor vmS the Daily Telegraph, but is generally consid- 
ered an ambiguous monument to the Thatcher years. The 
Prime Minister, however, likes it for its breezily forward- 


looldqg atmo sp here and has had the empty floor of the stMiw 
less steel tower fitted out with showed examples of new 
British derign, art, furniture and t&ctiles eq>edally for the 
occasion. The Idea is to show the French that the British 
now do it just as well, if not better. Here Sir Terence Con- 
ran, the restaurateur and style guru, sits surrounded by 
glimpses from the summit rooms. 


IRA hardliners quit: but 
will it mean violence? 


The significance of the resignation 
of several senior members of 
the IRA was being played down 
last night. 

But, writes our correspondent, 
the breach represents the most 
serious and most public rift vrithin 
the organisation^ ranks for vrelf 
over a decade. 


At least two key membeis of the IRA lead- 
ership are riqx>rted to have quit the or- 
ganisatioa inatfisagFeemeotovertbelzi^ 
peace process, it was coofirmed last nigbL 

Security and pditical sources were pl^ 
ing down the sigpificanoe, pointing out that 
the H*w Mdents have uo iqipareut intention 
nf lrnifirtg lip with other icpublkan factions 
such as the ContinuiQ' IRA. 

None the less, it poses fuadaoMXLfel 
questions about the control which Geny 

Adanas, Martin McOiunness and their sv^ 
porteis eaerdse over the republican move- 
inent as a whole. Observers will be 
watdnng aindausly for any signs within the 
ZRA or Sinn Fein of wider dissatisfaction 
vritii the peace process. 

At the moment there is no indication 
that this parting of the ways is anything 
but peacefiiL RepubUcans speak of those 
who have resigned as “stepping back” 
rather than defecting to other groups or 

planning to set up in opposjtioD. 

But,inthepast,s6nianyrepublicandis- 
agreemeots have led to violeDt feuding tiiai 

eveiyone will be watching for any return 
to the gun. 

While the current security assessment 

is that Messrs Adams and McGuinness re- 
main finnly in command of the movement. 


those wbo have departed were undoubt- 
edly central figures witins the IRA, One 
is a Co Monagban man who is believed 
to have been chief-of-staff of the organi- 
sation for more than a decade. He le- 
poiledly relinquished that position about 
a year ago but remaiued a member of the 
seven-strong army coondl. 

The second dissident, whDe not a 
member of the anny council, held the key 
post of quartermaster-general with res- 
ponsibility for the IRA’s weaponry. 

He and bis ^l&iecd are both said to 
have stepped down £rom ihe army exec- 
utive, a baritgiound committee which 
oversees dedstons of the army coundL Sec- 
ond sources say claims that anywhere bet- 
ween 20 and ^ IRA activists have 


BY DAVID 
MCKITTRICK 


resigned are wildly ^caggented. There is 
no suggestion that the former quarter- 
master has ta^n any of the terrorist 
arsenal with him. 

Security sources suspect, however, that 
there may have been a lower-level leak- 
age IRA material to the ContinmV IRA 
which has carried out several bombing at- 
tacks in mos^t months, 

. In at least one of these the bombers 
used Semtes, a plastic e:qDlosive which has 
. in the past been the almost exclusive pre- 
serve of the IRA. The speculation is that 
someone in the IRA has been unofficial- 
ly passing h on to the Cemtinui^ IRA. 

The r^gnatioDS are believed to have 
taken place at a recent important IRA 


meeting in Donegal, which one source 
characterised as a meeting called by the 
repubUcan leadership to deal with dissent 
in the ranks. 

Much of the criticism is said to have 
crystallised around the action of Sinn 
leaders in announcing their acceptance of 
the so-called Mitchell principles. These 
commit participants in the Stormont 
multi-par^ talks to the use of exclusive- 
ly peaceful means as well as “the total 
disannameut of all paramilitaiy oigani- 
satioDs". Signing up to such sentiments was 
a pre-requisite for Sion Fein's entry into 
lalks but it m^ have proved tbe last straw 
for the dissidents. 

The last major split in the movement 
dates back to 1986. when more militant 
elements broke away to form a party 
known as RepuUican Sinn Fsin. Ever stooe 
then the Adams-McCuinness leadership 
has gi»e to great lengths to avoid ^lits 
in the organisation, and to bring their en- 
tire grouping along in the peace process, 
which in republican terms has ahvs^ been 
a higbty sensitive undertakiDg. 

Irish gowemment sources said they WPre 
not undi^ aiarmed about the resjgnations, 
pointing out that the ceasefire seemed se- 
cure and that the dissidents had not 
linked up with any other group. 

Bertie Ahern, the Taoiseach, said he 
was bound to be concealed abont any dif- 
ficulties which might jeopardise the pe ac e 
process, adding: “But we are talking 
about a relatively small number of peo- 
ple. should focus our efforts on the 
talks. People riiould understand that if we 
axe to have aity political progress and peace 
on this island the ’aimed struggle’ plays 
no pan in that-" 

The former Iboiseach and Fine Gael 
leader. John Bruton, desoibed the de- 
velopment as ‘Very wonying”. 


Finally, you can expect 
superb sound 
wherever you are. 


The Bos^ Aajustk Wai/^ music system, 
the only thing that’s Umded is its atioilabiJity 
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Bose introduces an easiei^ more convenient way ro enjoy superb 
sound. Small and light, the Acoustic Wave* music system is a 
complex sound system. WW* two equalizers, three amplifiers, 
thre® speakers, an AM/FM stereo tunec CD player and a credit 
card-sized lemote control BoseV patented Acoustic Wav^uide* 
speaker technology dclivets big, rich, lifelike sound. There are 
no cables to connect. No dfels to adjust. Just plug it in and 
start enjoying it. Not found in any shops, this system is available 
only dircCT from Bose. For a free infonnation pack, simply call 
freephone or seod/fax the coupon below. Or ro try it in your 
home for 14 days, satufection guaranteed, calk 


0800 022 044 

When calling, tkaseqpcae die refrrecee number in the coupon below. 


Yes, fiose, h sounds good to me. 1 

Please send me more infonnatioa about the Acousck Whw* mH" I 
system and die 14-day. sarisfaeuoii-guaranteed audition. I 
ReL:5332 

■ Mc/Mrs./Ms. 

Td 

~ — —day 


Address 


• Postcode. 


Kero return in an envelope t« Bose, Freepost TX 1020 

Twickenham, Middlesex TW2 5tiN. * 

I No sramp aecessary. Or fex lo: OIS! 410 8411 . 
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COLUMN ONE 

Shadow of Guinness 
curse looms again 


The curse of the House of Guinness be about to strike On 
the c\*c of publication of a long-awaited history of the Distillers* 
by Lord Mt^e, otherwise known as Jonathan Guinness of the frisbbev- 
erages dynasty, an investment compai^ which he controls has been sus- 
pended by the Swedish stock exchange. 

The Serious Fraud 0£Bce is now set to probe the affaiis of Irustor, 
the Swedish based investment compare in which the Tory peer acquired 
a controUing stake last June. 

An investigation by the Fraud IntelUgence Branch of the Swedish po- 
lice in Stockholm has already begun into the nllegp d Htoppaaraiyip' of 
£49ni from the coaipan3^5 assets. TZie Swedish authorities have asked the 
SFO to establish whether funds were transferred from Sweden to an 
count in London, and if so to find where the money has gone since. 

Sources at t he SFO said that it would be able to deploy its special pow^ 
ers under section two of the Criminal Justice Act to by and follow the 

movement of the mon^. As a re- 
sult of the “serious allcgatioas” 
the Swedish stock esrehange sus- 
pended trading in Thistor shares. 

The im^stigation could not be 
worse timed for Lord Moyne 
(left) with the immin ent publica- 
tion of a itirn4y fun- 

ness, his in»d^ifs account of the 
DistiUers-Guinness takeover bat- 
tle in the 1980s. 

In the book. Lord Moyne, 67, 
a non-executive of the Guiimess 
drinks group from 1961 to 1988, 
is set to reopen some old wounds. 

He is unlikely, however, to 
criticise too strongly the actions 
of disgraced former G uinness 
diairman Ernest Saiuideis, who 
is still on friendly terms with the peer and was allowed to see a draft 
manuscript of the book. 

Lord Mc^ne ts (he eldest son of Lady Diana Milford and (he stepson 
of the British fascist leader Sir Oswald Mosley. 

A former chairman of the Mond^ Oub. the right-wing pressure group, 
h/s previous publications include S/ioer The Od^sey of a Sixties Sunmor. 

Lord Mc^nc’s Scandinavian business ambitions have not been confined 
to Sweden. In July, he tried unsuccessfully to gain control of the Fiimish 
^rts company. Amer. which owns the famous Wilson brand. 

He had been virtually unknown in (he region until this summer when 
he spent around £20m to obtain a 52 per cent share of Trustor. 

Decile being normally outspoken, he is declining fo comment on the 
Swedish investigation. His publisher said yesterday that he was out of 
the country but expected to return to Britain today. The Old Etonian 
admits he lacks the business actunen of some of his Guinness forefathers 

- he once sold a Gainsborough portrait because he was “pushed" for cash 

- and has an interesting view on why the Distillers' scandal was allowed 
to happen. “The City got too lax. DistHlers thought we were still gentle- 
men. Unfortunately, they had another think coming," he said in August. 

No doubt, he will be hoping that the authorities will be suitably rig- 
orous In attempting to discover wtiai happened to the Thistor millioiis. 

■—ion Burreff 
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Bob Mariey who was ehnrated to the worid stage by Chris BlackweH (onset) 


Music boss Blackwell leaves his beloved Island 


CHris BlackweU, the founder of Island Records and 
one of the legendaiy names in British music, is leav- 
ing £be label, now owned by multmational compa- 
ny PolyGram. 

In a terse statement issued last night PolyGram 
announced tennination of the agreement un- 
der which Mr Bladcwell's services were provided to 
the music and film operations of PolyGi^'s Island 
EntertainineDt Group". A spedeeswoman said there 
would be no further oommenL 

Industry sources were speculating that the mar- 
riage of a multioaiional company a^ a supremely 
talented individualist had pro^ a difficult one, and 
60-year-old Mr Blackwell will now concenuate on 
his chain of hotels in Miami and Jamaica. 

Mr Blackwell founded Island Records in 1962 af- 
ter selling Jamaican records from the boot of his car. 

He championed muse from Jamaica ftxr the rest 
of hs career, most DOtabhr the reggae star Bob Mar- 
ley, who (tied of carreer in 1981 Jfe became a close 
friend of the Mari^ family. But Mari^ was not alone 
amot^ Island’s landniaric sigoinga^ The Spencer Davis 


Group with Stevde Winwood in the Sixties, Free in 
the.O Seventies and U2 in the Ei^ties and beyond, 
alongside Britpop idols Pulp as well as The Cran- 
berries, were ^ signed to Island. 

PohrGram bought Island Records in 1989 for 
$272m (£16Sm), keeping Mr Blackwell on as chair- 
man of Island Entertainment Group. 

Alain Levy, president and chief executive of Rsly- 
gram said in a statement issued in New York last 
night that Mr BlackweU would also be leaving the 
board of management of PolyGram.' He added: “Mr 
BladcweO*s departure wzU not affect the status of 
Island as a stand-alone unit within the Polygram 
group of labels." A compare spokesman refused to 
comment on rumours that BlackweU bad re- 
ceieved $20in in severance pay. 

Mr BlackweU was not available for comment last 
nig^ WHtersatMuor the weekly journal of 
the music industry, described him yester^y as ooe 
of the most sigoificaot figures operating in the record 
compare world in the last half century. 

Dowd lister, Arts News Editor 


Editor cleared of incitement to kill birds 


Aiclaiin that the editor of ad an- 
giingnew<yaper indted readers to 
kill cormorants, a protected 
^)edes. was thrown out of court 
l^sterday after m^istrates de- 
cided there was no case to answer. 

Keith Higgiabottoai, 39. for- 
mer editor of tbe.4ngiing Tones , 
denied two charges under the 
CcMJotiyricb and ^iVUdlife 1981 Act 
that his edition of 4 December 
1996 would encourage the kiUing 
of cormoranis. 

After the hearing at Peterbor- 
ough, the paper's current editor 
John Kelly criticised the decision 
to press charges. He also vowed 
to continue the campaign to take 


oormorants off the protected UsL 
The birds have been driven inland 
to feed, incurring the wrath of an- 
glers and fish farmers. 

Mr KeUy said the prosecudou 
was an “absolute waste of money". 

“The decision bo bring [tiie 
case] at all has to be questioned 
as it was a serious chaUenge to 
journalistic independeuce and 
free speech which is the haUmark 
of a democratic and firee country." 

The edition which led to the 
charges being brought carried 
the headline “These birds must be 
killed" opposite a picture of a 
masked, armed man - and four 
dead cormorants. The prosecution 


aUeged that It contained 13 spe- 
cific messages about the need to 
idll cormorants. 

■ Kevin Saunders, of the League 
Against Cruel Sports, saitt “TVheo 
we saw the article we were vecy 
worried about it and we were cer- 
tain it was a dear nodtement to 
people to kOI a protected species. 
The outcome is very disappoint- 
ing and we just hope people are 
more responsfole in the future." 

An l^PCA spokeswoman 
added: “These birds are protect- 
^ and even if someone believes 
they are causing a problem, it is 
not up to any iodividuaJ to dedde 
what should be done. 


No sympathy for Louise 



Louise Woodward should spend 
at least 15 years in prison for Idling 
baby Matthew Eappen, his moth- 
er said yesterday. 

Deborah Eappen, who said 
she planned to btxome a diQd pro- 
tection campaigner, added that she 
felt no syrapatiiy for Woodward. 
“The life expectancy of a baby boy 
bom in 19% is 80 years. Bsr her 


to serve less than 15 years for 
kSliag Matthew is un&ir," said. 

Dr Eappen, who carries a pho- 
tograph of her son taken when he 
was dying in ho&pttaL was speak- 
ing to the New Trbrk Daily Nenv as 
the 19-year-old au pair waits to 
hear if the judge will overturn her 
conviction, or reduce it to 
manslaughter, or order a retrial. 
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Bonfire N^ht could be losing its ^peal due to new.'tegistetion banning 

the sale of fireworks to under-lSs and the increa^ popularity of US-slyle 
Hallowe'en celebrations. 

Howarti Carman, of Celebration Fireworks, said: “Initial figures show 

that sales are down 73 per cent on last year. That is quite a b^ drop for . 
us but other people are likely to be well belowthat figuie, probably 65 per 
cent is a truer figure across the countiy." Ron Rapley, of S tan d a rd Fire- 
works. also said that sales this year had been disappointing. 

Some manufocturets believe that 5 November celebrations are mut- 

ed because more people are putting their energi^ into Haikme’en; Ham- ^ 
leys toy shop, in central London, said that it bad sold more monster ihasks; • 

costumes and other paraphernalia this year than ever before. 
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CUSTOMER SERVICE 


Water companies making progress 


The performance of water companies oontinues to improve. Ian %atl. Di- 
rector General of the industry watchdog Ofwat, said yesterday. 

Companies were measured on how they deal with supply me- 

tered bills, response to billing contracts, customer complaiats, water pres- 
sure and in some cases, sewer flooding. Mr i^tt said: “I am glad to report 
that the overall performance of the companies continues to improve. This . \ 
reflects ebaages In operational proceduns and, (0 teiatiun to pressure prob- 
lems and severer flooding, the use of efficiency savings to finance addition- 
al invesbfnenL For some companies, however, adjects of their service are . . 
below that wb'ch customers might reasonably expecL In these cases I have * 
arited the company concerned to tell me its plans for impravetnenL In some 
cases I have asked (he company to set targets for improvements." 
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Newsnight 

presenter 
gets blame in 


opera fiasco 


The Culture Secretary 
Chris Smith has given 
his junior minister Mark 
Fisher a dressing down 
war remarks made on 
BBC’k Nenrsnight 
programme. Mr Smith 
tells our arts news 
editor, David Lister, that 
it*s all the fault of that 
hectoring Kirsty Wkric 


Ao interview on BBC 2*s Nov's- 
ni^u programme has led lo 
public embarrassmeni for the 
government's culture minis- 
ters. Chns Smith, Secretary of 
State for Culture. Media and 
Sport, has hauled bis hitbeno 

faasafc arts minister Mark Fish- 
er over the coals for saying on 
programme that the govern- 
ment had alreat^ decided the 
future of the Royal Opera 
House. 



Kirsty Warlc gave Mark 
Fisher the last word 


Mr Fisher's statemeat was 
embarrassing for both Mr 
Smith and Sir Richaztl Eyre, the 
former director of the Nation- 
al Theatre. Mr Smith has 

asked to head a review body on 
the ROM’s future. 

But with commendable 
kankness Mr Smith excused his 
junior telling The Indepen- 
dent that Mr Fisher bad been 
“under pressure from two an- 
tagonistic fellow interviewees 
and a rather has^ and pressing 
Kirsty Wark.” 

Mr Smith's oblique tribute 
to Ms Wark - namely that she 
can reduce an experienced 
politidan to blurting out inex- 
actitudes - should confirm her 


Paxmanesque qualities for any 
who may have doubted them. 

A BBC spokesman said last 
night: “This is rather a bizarre 
excuse. Kirsty actually gave 
Mark Fisher the last word. He 
had lashings of time to make his 
points. Kirsty is one of our top 
presenters and very experi- 
enced. She doesn’t cut people 
short.** 

Mr Smith said yesterday: 
“Mark was wrong in wfaal he 
said on Newsni^ and has been 
told veiy severe^'* by me that he 
was wrong. I have been very 
clear in saying my proposals 
were pn^xisals and not a joit oc- 
complE My purpose, more than 
anything el^ is to shock every- 
one into thinking seriously 
about the issue.” 

“I have said to Mark very 
clearly *yDu sbcMild not have said 
that' and be said, *I know, J 
know. As soon as it was over I 
knew I'd said the wrtMig thing’.*' 

Mr Fisher has been 
Labour's arts ^kesman dur- 
ing the Nineties, the main 
spokesman in oppostion before 
the 1992 election and after 
that a number two. He said on 
Newsni^t on Tuesday: “We 
have asked him [Sir ^chard 
Eyrej to look at our piaiL If he 
can come up with some im- 
provement on it, we0 and good 
... Let's see what he comes up 
with, but we are convinced 
that he supports our plan and 
will make it work.” 

It is understood that this was 
badly received Sir Richard 
Eyre, who is headii^ the Gov- 
ernmeoCs review and was un- 
der the impressioD he would be 
delivering his own condusions, 
not rubber stamping a govern- 
ment decision that the Rc^ 
Opera House become a re- 
cehong House and the English 
National Opera ie^ the Lon- 
don Coliseum and perform 
there as equal partners with the 
Royal Opera and Royal Ballet 

Yesterday Sir Richard sent 
an open letter on the sobject to 
ail interested parries in wfaidt 
he says: “Vbur views on [Mr 
Smith's proposal] would be 
welcome, but 1 will ex|riore 
other options and you should 
not feel constrained from of- 
fering views on different 
forward...** 



Antony Worrall Thompson: 'Prison fbod is very monotonous. Therek no imaghmtion involved. just stodge* Photograph: 


Could you feed desperate men on £1 .52 a day? 


A TASTE OF TWO MENUS 


A sample prison menu 


Breakfast 

One boiled egg or cereal or porridge. 

Two pieces of toast, 1 sachet of margarine and 
I sachet of marmalade 

Lunch 

Macaroni cheese or incfividual quiche or sausage 
roll with one type of potato (bdied. jacket, 
roasted or ch^} and orte ty|:^ of seasonal 
vegetable (eg. peas, or carrots) 

Sometimes followed a bun. 

Tea 

Bated potato aid cheese or individual chicten 
vtndakx) or hxfaridual bsagpe or ^rnmoti steak 
and pineapple with one type of potato and one 
lype of seasonal v^etaUe. 

Afi meals are served wridi tea or tap water. One 
sadiet of coffee is available during breakhtsc. 

Cast p&daf£lSZ per person. 


Antony Worrall Thompson^ 
Alternative 

Breakfast 

Herb mushrooms and kidneys on toast. Extra 
toast. 

Lunch 

Chkken tagine whh rauscous or vegetarian 
bsagrie. 

Side dishes like salad, potsooes, rice and breacL 
Dinner 

Sdr-fried poiic ribbexis with string beans and 
basil, garlic and chliE sauce or ITai-style stir-fry 
cutdd^ or salmon and dill fish cate or 
R^astani rabUt curry or tertii and v^eiable 
cuny. 

Side dishes like salad, potatoes, rice and bread. 


CoAtA&oatClSlp&rdafp^pmon, basedona 
0,600 bucfget for a prison with 500 Inmates. 


The daily diet of an 
inmate in one of 
Britain^ )»ls costs just 
£1.52. Benjamin Todd 
examines a new report 
on the quality of prison 
catering and asks a 
leading chef to devise an 
alternative menu. 

Meal times are a “potenlial 
flash point” hi Britain's prisons 
with poor quality food tausing 
di^ibaaces and violence, ac- 
cording to a report published 
today. But food can also pro- 
wde a vital method of main- 
taimng order. 

The study examined bow 
prison cooks coped with having 
only £1.32 to ^lend on provid- 
ing prisoners with three meals 
a ds^. It concludes riiat most of 
the food was “acceptable”. 

The Jndqtendenl, however, 
has obtain^ die services of 
restaurateur and television 
die^Antoiqr Worrall Thomp- 
son, who coDSidexs the jail 
menus dull and monotonous. 
For the same mon^ he has de- 
vised a special menu that in- 


cludes Thai style stir-fiy cut- 
tlefish, Rajastani rabbit cuiry, 
compared with baked potato 
and cheese and sausage roll. 

Mr Wbrrall Thompson felt 
the prison menu was far too 
boring. *Trison food is veiy mo- 


notonous. There's no imagina- 
tion involved. It’s just stodge, 
which may be quite filling tot 
isn't very healt%.” 

Res^icheis, commissioDed 
by the National Audit Office, 
visited 12 prisons in England 


and ^^es. The Prison Service 
^nds £60m a year on cater- 
ing, half of which goes on the 
cost of ingretfieats. They agreed 
that prison catering had im- 
proved since the eaity 1990$. 
But they stressed concern 


over ctmD portions, non-exis- 
tent meal choices, food being 
cooked too far in advance and 
laige time gaps between meals. 
At Woodhni Prison near Mil- 
ton Keynes, inmates were sup- 
posed to be given 4oz of meat 
or protein per meal, but only re- 
ceived one-and-a-half ounces. 

Mr WbiraD Thcenpsoii, who 
is the cook on BBCZ'sIbodand 
Drink programme brought 
some healthy Uving to &e 
menu. 'A lot of the prisoners 
work out when they’re behind 
bars," be said. “So they don't 
just want fatty pies." 

For breakfak, out went the 
traditional poni^ and bofled 
eggs. Thity were replaced witii 
kidney. “It's a healthy and tasty 
start to the day.” He also added 
a Moroccan dish — Chicken 
Thgjne. “In zxqr experience, pris- 
oners Icfve spky food," he ex- 
plained. 

However, Mr Worrall 
Thompson could not afford to 
use red baal and garlic with the 
stir-hied pork rfobons. “But the 
powdered type would be fine” 
he said. EGs metni added up to 
£1.25 per person. This left 27p 
spare for side dishes like salacL 
potatoes, rice and bread. 
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Our greatest thinker, who straddled a terrible century 


£2499 


Sir Isai^ Beriin 
(pictured above), don, 
diplomat, historian, 
political theorist and 
philosopher, died on 
Wednesday at the age 
of 88. f<upen Comwelf 
2*'^ just a taste of the 
life and impact of an 
intellectual lion of the 
I 20th century. 

Even wthout Jhe academic ac- 
ramplishments which adorned 
It, Isaiah Beriin iwasa lile ihai 
encapsulaied a cenjun- - from 
an early childhood in Wija and 
St ^tcrebuTg \n England and 
Oxford, lo Washington and 
then back lo Mctscow as a 
diplomat, then Oxford once 
more, and the summits of the 
English CMablishmeni as a di- 
rector of the Roval Opera 
House, and the prcsidcnc\ of 
the Bridsh .Academy. 

But he will be best re-’ 
raembered for two things: his 
scholarship and bis ability lo 
coffliDunicate his scholarship. 
In Berlin three strands w'on- 
drously fijsed; a Russian fas- 
cination with ideas, a sense of 
communily derived from his 
Jewish origins, and a dcvi-^tion 
to tolerance, the digniiy of the 
individual, and freedom taken 
from his adopted country of 
England. .And for those who 
knew him and studied under 
him, his finest pulpit was the 
lecture rooms of postwar 
Oxford. 

Isaiah Berlin was the uni- 
versity’s in-housc legend, a 
Pavarotti at the rostrum of 
learning , a multilingual. muiU- 
disapliiiary force of nature. For 
those who listened lo bizn. the 
memory is indelible - the glit- 
tering. tumbling torrent of 
words as speech struggled to 
keep up with the Catherine 
wheel of ideas that was bis 
miod. He was once measured 
at 400 words a minute, twice 
the normal rale. Whether it 
was total cnligbtenmentor in- 
spired obfoscation was dehat- 






Thfe Bfe of tcaiah Bartifi, pM±wwd yntf* ^ MwTMtMw * «rapci from th<i rgMolutinn to fawkm to the fall of the Berfin WhlL niCACigiaphs AFySkfriey 


able: "‘Uninlelligibl&in sever- 
al languages,'* AL Rowse once 
remarked, oofy part in jest But 
the sheer sweep and wit of the 
man, the richnes and ori|^- 
Dolily of his mind, made you 
feel, rf only for an instant, that 
suddenly everything was clear. 

Berlin has not escaped re- 
visionism’s barbs. Fbr today’s 
philosophy students be is no 


longer required reading. So, 
some start to wonder, was he 
really a unique genius? Or 
was he merely an inflated Ox- 
ford cult figure, a Grade One 
listed monument of the high 
table, unique onty in that gift 
the HngUsb intelligentsia prize 
..above every other r of holding 
forth at the drop of a hat, ef- 
fortlessly, authoriiadvely and 


humorously, about ar^ subject, 
under the sun? He could do 
that - and how. But he was not 
just clever. He was also wise. 

He oSered a remarkable 
combination of historian and 
phDosoiAeT. a student of ide^ 
who alw shaped ideas. Berlin 
is famous above all as a libciv 
aL You did not have to be an 
aspiring historian or philoso- 


pher to have read his 1959 es- 
say ‘Tkm Concepts of liberty" 
and be disquieted and en- 
thralled by the distinction 
drawn between **Creedom 
from” and ’’freedom to" -< the 
one the jtistificatoiy claim of 
the Commuiusm which be 
loathed, the other all too eas- 
ily a licence to tyiannise. 

Ibday, the "TWo Concepts" 


is ifW8 admired, atxl Beriin turn- 
self admitted in his last pub- 
lished interview, in last 
month’s issue oSPro^xet mag- 
azine. that "1 should have 
made more of the horrors of 
negative libei^, and aD that has 
led to." No one, however, 
would ebaOeoge the oeotial les- . 
son he drew from “this most 
terrible century in Western 


history", that nothing was as 
dangerous as blind pursuit of 
a poUtical or philosophical 
^tem. He had seen these 
at first hand: the over- 
throw of tsar Nicholas n and 
Lenin's coup, as a duld in Si 
Petersburg, and the ebb and 
flow of the Second World Whr 
from die British embassy In 
\^^sbmgtoaL Runously, his dis- 


patches were some of 
Churchill’s favourite wartime 
reading. 

Above all, perhaps, be 
reragnised that in an imperfoct 
world good was divisible, that 
noble intentions often con- 
flicted, that the most in- 
tractable disputes are where 
both contestants are right. 
From that flowed a ^ledal skill, 
of niii tninaring each Side of an 
argumeoL He was a mes- 
merising raconteur - but “at 
the opposite extreme from 
those ... who use their gifts to 
monopolise the conversation", 
wrote Che phOosof^er Alasdair 
Madniyre. “Berlin’s splendid 
performances enable us to 
listen more inteUigentty to 
other voices, not just to his 
own. How much we owe him. ” 

How much indeed. More 
conclusively than any other, he 
proved that playfulness, laugh- 
ter and a sense of fon could 
survive a fellowship of All 
Souls al ^bs age of 23. He was,- 
wrote his biographer, Michaei 
Ignatieff, “the rarest of crea- 
tures, a wise man who is also 
loveable". 

All this will make him irre- 
placeable. Each geoeratiod 
throws up just a faandftil like 
him; Andre Malraux. Geoige 
Kennan. John Maynard 
Keynes are a few names which 
come to mind. , 

Vli^ should be thankful that 
this particularly coruscating 
specimen fetched up on our 
shores. England, he once said, 
"is the best country in the 
worl± the least. corrupt, the 
least cruel the least liable to 
enonniues". Pace the trum- 
peting of New Labour, these 
days this self-doubdog couniiy 
tends not to see itself so. Let 
us therefore return the com-' 
pliment- Berlin's favourite 
quotation is a line by Im- 
manuel Kant: ‘’From the 
crooked timber of humanity , 
DO straight thing was ever 
made." If that is true, then no 
one was more adept at ex- 
plaining and ironing out the 
twists, gaarls aod contortioos 
of our era than he. 
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Radiation workers 
in child cancer link 


A study of workers 
exposed to radUition 
shows they are rrwre 
likely to have children 
who develop leukaemia. 
But their increased risk 
is not linked to radiation 
exposure. Jeremy Laurance, 
Health Editor, explains 
how the findings 
effectively- dispel the 
fears of a link which 
surfeced 15 years ago, 
but leave questions 
ad>out the causes of 
childhood leukaemia 
unanswered. 


Workers in nuclear and other 
industries who are exposed to 
radiation have a 77 per cent 
higher risk of fathering a child 
who develops leukaemia, ac- 
cording to one of the largest 
studies vet conducted. 

How^-er, the finding by the 
Childhood Cancer Research 
Group at Oxford Unhersity, 
show that the risk of having a 
child with leukaetnia was not 
linked with the size of the ra- 
diation dose. In fact, men with 
the hipest risk received the 


lowest or zero doses. The study, 
published in the Brituft A/edteo/ 
JoiirmU is the most definitive 
so far to counter the 15-year- 
old hypothesis that living near 
to or working in a nuclear 
power station increases the 
risk of cancer. 

Alarm over a lk»lf between 
nuclear power and leukaemia 
was triggered in 1983 with the 
broadcast of the Yorkdiiie Tele- 
vision documentary. The JVu- 
clear Laundiy, which claimed 
that the high level of diildbood 
leukaemia in the Cumbrian vQ- 
iage of Seascale was linked 
with the nearby nudear repro- 
cessing plant at Sellafield. 

The programme's claims 
gained sdentific credibilily fol- 
lowing publication of a stuefy, 
also in the BAlll by the re^iect^ 
cancer epidemiologist Martin 
Gardner, which appeared to 
show that exposure of men to 
radiation before conception in- 
creased the risk of leukaemia in 
their o&pring. Exposure to ra- 
diation, it was suggested, might 
rtfliTigge the genetic material in 
the men's sperm. 

The BAU describes the 
“Gardner hypothesis” as one of 
the most important papers it 
has published In the last 15 
years However, despite the 

efforts of researchers in the UK 


I 

and abroad, no group has ever 
succeeded iu replicating its 

ftndingg. 

The new study, led 1^ Dr 
Gerald Draper, diredor of the 
Childhood Cancer Research 
Group, **almost fimshes" the 
Gardner hypothesis, the BMJ 
says It condudes that the most 
likely explanation for the in- 
creased risk among radiation 
workers is eqxtsuie to infection 
r esulting from miang of the 
population.' 

This theory suggests that 
childhood leukaemia may be 
a rare reaction, to infection 
which is more common when 
there is a big influx of people 
to an isolated rural commu- 
nity, as when a nuclear 
power station is being builL 
Although the 77 per cent in- 
crease in risk for radiationrcx- 
posed workers looks high, the 
absolute risk is still smaO. There 
are 6.5 cases of leukaemia and 
the related condition non- 
Hodgkin’s lymphoma per 
10,000 dtildren under 15. and 
the sturfy authors estimate that 
this is raised to 11.9per 10.000. 

Dr Draper said: -^he pub- 
lic alarm over living near a nu- 
dear pawn station is overdone^ 
The popular conception that 
there are lots of cancers around 
them is wrong.” 



Ministers accused 
of Hackney U-tum 




oH 


■■ 




The Government was accus^ 
of doinga U-tum yesterd^, af- 
ter minis ters bfwkcd Hackn^ 
Coundl’s rejectioa of most of 

the ptoposab of a hit squad «nt 

in to remedy London 
borough's education cri^ 
Pi^hard jointer, c h airman 
of the improvemeot team sent 
into Hackney by die Govern- 
ment last night rejected 
gesUons that he would resign. 
But he is, however, asking for 
meetings '’o* ^ern- 
meat and coundl officials, af- 
ter Stephen Byers, the schoerf 
standards minister, welcom^ 
the council education cwnmit- 
tee’s “positive response”. 

The present row is over the 


In time: Robert Tewslev and Luda Lacarra rehearsfaig NuteradtBr for Ae EngUsti 

In tune: Robert lewsi^ mj-u l. Photosraph: Laurie Lewis 

National Ballet premifere m Southampton next wccic mowgrap 


ucation, a post whidi has been 

unfined for neaiiy tiro years. Nfr 
Painter warns the direeior to be 

lespoi^te for an aspects of ed- 
ucation to ensure that the job 
apes to a first-dass candidate. 

Tony EUiston. the counefl s 
diief executive, and councillors 
want the director to be fa charge 

onfy of sdiools. A separ^e ex- 
ecutive director would have re- 
sponsibility for consumer 
sendees and construction. 

The committee ifld make 
some concesaons to the im- 
provement team by ^feeing to 

upgrade the director of schools 
post and offer the salary sug- 


gested by Mr Painter, 
^week.MrPamtersaidtl^ - 
he would ask ministers to m- j 

tcTvene unless the couKa^ 

cepted his report by next 

Thumday. . 

Before Wednesday night’s 

jneetiiig.ofBdalLabourcoim- > 

colors fa Hackney were a^ . • 
backfag Mr Painter’s team. Mr 
Byers' intervention is under- 

to have led to their de- 

daon to Laboiffr . 

Conservative and Liberals m 

opposing the team’s prop^ 

Mark Lushington of the 
Hackney Tfcachers’ Assoda- , 
tion said there bad ’ been a , 
stitch-up. “Ministers have 
caved fa to the local poUtiaaiB 
^ this government is supposed 

to be about education, cduca- 

don, not politics, politics.” 

A Department for Educa- 
tion spdeesman said the Gov- 
ernment had not backed down. 

-We asked for someone to 

head the education service in . 

'Hackney and ^ counefl has 
agreed to tbaL 

The wnprovemait team was 

invited into Hackney after an in- 
spectors’ report said toe edin 

catkm service was “fa disanay. 
But MrPhfatersakl thqr did 

not go far enou^. “My team 
is very unhajqjy about this. 
They are all pretty upset" 

— Judith Judd 
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How pilots train for disaster 


Experts yesterday 
removed a Virgin 
Atlantic jet from the 
Heathrow Airport 
runway where it had 
maefe an emergency 
landing. As the man who 
brought it to earth was 
hailed a hero, Louisejury 
looks at how pilots are 
trained to deal with such 
emergendes. 


Retired (>ptam Eric Moody 
knows what it is like to endure 
that heart-stopping moment 
when a plane fails. Fifteen 
years ago, all four engines on 
his plane cut out when a vol- 
cano enqited beneath him and 
he flew through the ash. 


“The only thing that goes 
through your mind is how the 
hen you get out of the mess 
you're ul.You don’t believe it 
to start with. Then things hap- 
pen which convince you. You 
begin to think very lucidly.” 

They are moments that pi- 
lots are trained for, but train- 
ing today is rarely done in an 
aeroplane. Simulators have 
been devised which give a life- 
like sensation of real flight 

Dave Badrick, a trai^ 
captain for Mrgfa- says pilots 
training for a new type of air- 
craft would spend up to 60 
hours on the simulator. 

Every six inondis, they return 

for two days to practice routine 
procedures and to work 
throu^ a series of potential 
emergendes. There is a manu- 
al half an inch thick covering 
dozens of potential disasters 


Barclays Bank PLC 


Interest Rates for Business 
Customers, Charities and Societies with 
effect from 6th November 1997. 


accounttitle 


tGROSS 

RATE 

(%RAJ 


*NEr 

RATE 

C%PAJ 


business PREMIUM ACCOUNT. (Rate* aho applr » 
Earmers Prcmhim AccoonO - famant aceeM. 

£250,000 + 

£100,000 - £249,999 
£25,000 -£99,999 
£2,000 - £24,999 

£100 -£1,999 

fflGH INTEREST BUSINESS ACCOUNT - 14 days’ notice. 

£250,000+ 

£100,000 - £249,999 
£25,000 -£99,999 
£10,000 - £24,999 

£2/)00- £9,999 

CLIENT’S PREMIIJM ACCOUNT 
£1 fnitliww + 

£250,000 -£999,999 
£100,000 -£349,999 
£25,000 -£99,999 
£10,000 -£24,999 


BARCXATS GOMKUNXTT ACCOUNT. (An iiuerest bearii^ 
eumoc fl**,***""* tor «*«*»«] charidcs, ehnrdies and soeiedes.) 



£25,000+ 

3.000 

2.400 

£10,000 - £24,999 

2J00 

2.000 

£5,000 - £9,999 

2.000 

1.600 

£0 - £4,999 

1.750 

1.400 

SEVEN DAT DEPOSIT ACCOUNT. (A seven dsgrs’ nodee 

0.500 

0.400 
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fromhydiaulfcfailuretothefaD- ■ 

uies of one or all the engmes. 

Over a three-year period an . 

possibilities would be covered.^ , 
Certain Badridc ssud: “Ifs . M, 

quite easy to forget you’r&.in a : -. 

simulator. They perform just - 
like an aeroplane.” 

But although Captain 
Moody agreed they were “re- . 
markably real", he smd he . 

could never get it out his mi^ •• 

that he was still on solid ■ 
ground. “Being several thou-" . 
sand feel fa the air is a 
concentrator of the mind." 

Captain Tnn Baml^ made 
bis emergency landing on 

Wednesd^ afternoon after his 

Virgin Atlantic flight VS024 
from Los Angeles developed . 
undercarria^ problems. Yes- . 
terday, travellers fticed delays :: 

and service was not expected to j 

leturn to normal untS today. . 
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^^orst pollution for three years — but nothing is done 


in th^Tj'** *** *«>«* smog 

years, with pollution 

wnich tnggered an 

c'^kdown on traffic 
Yet, says our 

Envii^n^ent Correspondent 
ofas Sdioon, over here the 
Comment alerted no one and 
*ook no action. 

?iva^le half of all 

ni>n>s>:n dim- 

^reached a mi, cal poim five weeks ago. 

“5 =‘"‘’ Tuesdav. no one 

JS,S,cn ?1 ‘■“PP'-’"'-’'*- «ri"' 5 h cn- 

^Menial gwaps fumed al wha, ihew saw 
as Mtrageous govemniL-m complaccnc\. 

n»d ir^ic was ihe mosi importani source 

^ ‘empeniiures and 

very stiU air condiiions lasting for several 
da^ Dirty airisas cfrecthel>- irappL-d w-hiJe 
^liuianis aecumulaied in ii. Bonfirci 
have added lo the smog, especially boosl- 
mg Iwels of paniculaics - microscopic 
specks which can be drawn deep into the 
lungs and are thought to be among the most 
dangerous components of air pollution. 

•A u levels of nitrogen diox- 

ide, the fcej' smog indicator, were reached 
on F^riday before tbe Bonfire Nighi cele- 
brations got under way. At three London 





monitoring siuiinns. in Camden. 
^^ft^dswor 1 h and Soulhistirk, they went well 
abos'c 21)0 parts per billion > the situation 
which triggered the drastic action in Paris. 

Similar or even higher levels were hit 
in Manchc.ster. Glasgow. Edinburgh. 
Cardiff. Birmingham. Newcasde, Bristol, 


Manchester, and Newcastle. It was the worst 
smog since December 1994. For many 
hours, millions of people were exposed to 
pollution levels well into the Govern- 
ment’s “poor" hand, and above the health 
.standard set by its panel of expert advisors. 

Last night, a spokeswoman for the De- 



Make sure your car is ready for Winter 

YOUR FREE WINTER CHECK INCLUDES 


BAHERY VEHICLE UGHTS Sf WIPERS and WASHERS 

ALTERNATOR DRIVE BELT ANTI-FREEZE TYRES ’ 

EXHAUST BRAKE FLUID ST 
Any work required as a result of our Winter Check 
will be estimated free of charge and without obligation 


MAJOR 

SERVI^ 


BUY NOW 
RAY LATER 


TYRE 

OFFER 


MOT this year 

□ Diesels and Cats welcome 

□ Free re-test if necessary 

□ MOT can be taken at any time 

and on any car 


P£fIS 

EXTENDED CREDIT ALSO 
AVAILABLE 

APR 34.3% (VARIABLE)^ 

Spend over £100 then Ft the end of 
the 4 months you can open a 
Ruiwmg Account CrecH fatffltit 


All the'major 
brands available for 
all cars 

An adcBdonal charge win be 
made (br vMves and 


andonanyrar | L ftinwngAcqw iitcredftF^ — I I z 

*® **®®*‘ Winter Check 

■ M work carried out by fully qualified technicians. 

■ All parts and workmanship guaranteed for 12,000 miles or 
42 moirths^ whichever comes first. 

■ urn price «« 0"®*® '® ^ - Includliig labour and VAT. 



garage servicing 


WE’RE 


ABOUT CARS 


piinmcnt of the Eovironineni. Transport 
and the Regions said: didn't du any- 

thing extra than that we would nunnally 
do:" The routine dissemination of data and 
forecasts for air quality continued on 
Ceefa.\, Teletext and a telephone helpline. 

Mary Stevens, of the National Swiety 


for Clean Air. said: “No action was taken, 
no one was notified. This shows that pol- 
lution remains a big problem, and the Gov- 
ernment should not be dragging it^ feet.” 

Roger Higman, transport campaigner 
with Friends of the Earth, said: “It’s out- 
rageous that air polhitioa can get so bad and 


A bus making its way across London 
Bridge while the rest of the capital^ 
skyline is shrouded in smog. The 
Government has been accused of 
inaction over polludon leveb 

Photograph: Tom Pilston 


the Government not ^e out an alert.'' 

In theory, councUs have emeigency 
powers to shut major roads when pollution 
readies bealth-Ihreateoing levels. They have 
never been used. Tbe Government is 
implementiiig an air quality strata devised 
by its Toiy predecessors. But tbe British 
approach is to uy to ensure pollutants nev- 
er hit levels hi^ enough to require dras- 
tic action to get cars off the road. It is an 
approach now brought into question. 

The smog has now pas^ with the 
change in the weather It came to li^t as 
latest Government figures, released yes- 
terday, showed traffic levels in July to Sep- 
tember 4 per cent higher than for the same 
time last year. Meanwhile, new research 
suggests just 20 per cent of Britain’s dri- 
vers are responsible for half the miles dri- 
\'en and half the pollution generated by cats. 

The study, conducted Oxford Uni- 
versity's Environmental Oiange Unit in two 
Oxfordshire ^dlluges. found such drivers are 
predominantly male, in high-paid 
emplt^menu and mostly driving company 
cars. In all, the 14 per cent of respon^nts 
with company cars were responsible for 36 
per cent of carbon dioxide emissions. 


Official green watchdog fears cuts 


The Governments green 
watchdog says it is facing 
cutbacks and hundreds 
of jobs losses because 
ministers are sticking to 
their Tory predecessors’ 
spending plans. But* says 
Nicholas Schoon> the threat 
can be lifted H* It is 
allowed to charge 
polliiting industry more. 


j The Environment Agency will 
have to cut 500 staff over the 
next three years unless it is al- 
lowed to b^t its spending, its 
leaders warned y^ierday. 


Ministers in the Depart- 
ment of tbe Environment. 
Transport and the Regiomi have 
flatly rejeaed the agency’s plea 
for the Tory government's 
spending plans to be changed - 
plans wfaJcb would see real falls 
in its total income over the next 
three years. 

Now it hopes it will be al- 
lowed to raise the chaiges it im- 
poses on the firms in monitors 
1^ above the rate of intlatioo, 
to make up the shortfall. That 
idea was anathema to the last 
goveroment hut this one maybe 
persuaded. 

A large industrial plant op- 
erating several processes whidi 
emit pollutants into tbe air and 
rivers can be charged tens of 


thousands of pounds a year for 
inspection and monitoring by 
the agency. A small above in- 
flation increase could bring in 
an extra £5m which, said chief 
executive Ed Gallagher, could 
make aU the difference. 

The agency, created just 18 
months ago ^ amalgamating 
severalotherorganisatioruv has 
a £S60m a year budget and 9JiO(J 
staff who monitor and control 
pollution of land, air and water 
as well as overseeiiig flood de- 
fence and water resources. 

Its chairman, Lord dc Ram- 
sey, and Mr Gullagber said ac- 
tivities which bring real 
environmental gains hut which 
it is not compelled by law to car- 
ry out will have to be cut One 


of these is its efforts to control 
fly-tipping, which is rising 
around the country alter the in- 
troduction of a tax on waste 
dumping at landfill sites. In 
Northampton instances of fly 
tipping have risen 60 per cent. 

Also under threat are its ef- 
forts to educate and persuade 
polluting industiy. espedally 
smaller firms, that cutting their 
output of toxic substances into 
the environment can boost ef- 
ficiency and save money. 

Mr Gallagher said he feared 
cutbacks could leave tbe Gov- 
ernment vulnerable to legal 
challenges by environmental 
groups to the European Com- 
mission. and eventually the Eu- 
ropean Court. 


With effect 
from the start of 
business on 
Friday 7th 
November 1997 
and untii further 
notice, TSB Base 
Rate is increased 
from 7.00% p.a. 
to 7.25% p-a. 

AU facilities (including regulated 
consumer credit agreements) with a 
rate of interest linked to TSB 
Base Rate will be varied accordingly. 




TSB Bank pJc. 71 Lombard Siroei. 

London ECaP 3BS. 

TSB Bonk ScoHand pie, Honry Duncan Houoo, 1 30 Gooigo SliMt, 
. Edinburgh EHa 4LH. 

Ruiea oloo apply w HiB Somuol Uimlod 


informative: 


First Direct Base Rate 


With effect from 6 November 
1997, First Direct Base Rate 
has been increased by 0.25% 
from 7.00% p.a. to 7.25% p.a. 


HomeOwner Reserve 


■■ ThB oBef does nw apply id maruAieiurefa' senice. ** Written quWaaBns a aBa bi e on lequoL 

, pnvsie veMW owr 18 »c«fs of a^. Opmne tnia and tfaya may <ay. , , , 

■ afiKt your swhiiwv u sBae. Ud.. ichndd SW« Odw, Mtabtani West, fteddrttA, Wbics. B98 OOE. 


O With effect from 6 November 
1997, the HomeOwner 
T3 Reserve interest rate has 
(0 been increased by 0.25% to 
iiZ 13.50% p.a (APR 14,1%) 

RrelDRataacSvlsIonofMidlanaBBnhpfc A/m£ifr HSBC 4ZF Grotyi 


r Girobank 


Girobank announces that 


with effect from 
close of business 
on 6 November 1 997 
its Base Rate was 
increased from 7.00% to 
7.25% per annum. 


Girobank pic. Registered In England No. 1950000. 
Registered Office; 49 Park Lane, London W1Y 4EQ. 
A subadiary of AlDance & Lwcester pic. 


Ybrieshire Bank 
Base Rale 

Yorkshire Bonk announces 
that with effect 
from start of business on 
7th November 1997 
its Base Rate is increasing 
fram 

7.00% to 7.25%. 

^ Yorkshire Bank 

20 M oi ri a n Weyk ImUs IS2 BNX, WL 0345 034567. 
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Dispute helps Smashey and Nicey rediscover their voices 


Aa actor’s tx^roott of 
televisioa adverts has gh^n 
an uneaEpected lease of life to 
a much maligned group of 
entertainers — former Radio 
One DJs. 

Bruno Brookes, Keitb 
Chegmn and Mike Read - 
three DJs of the genetatioo 
whose ingratiatiDg sQie was 
pilloried merdlessfy by the 
CT» Tn ^}an Hany Enfield 
through his characters 
Smashey and Nioey - are 
m ov in g a comeback in 
advertisements ydifle 
members of the actors’ 
union. Equity, continue a ban 
as part of a pay dispute with 
advertisers. • 

Advertising agencies are 
becoming so short of people 
to make thdr commercials 
they have been recruiting 
oormnuters as they get off 
tr ains and drinkers as 
file out of pubs. 

The problem began in 

May when Equity told its 
members to boycott British 
teleririoD conuneidals in . 
protest at plans to reduce fay 
up to two-thirds the fee paid 
to voice-over artists. 

This has created an 
opportumty for the .former 
Radio One trio - who are all 


fees and royalties they could 
earn to £20,000. 

Ahnost ^ actors are 
members of Equi^ but some 
DJs elasri:^ ttemselvesas 
‘‘{xesenters”. Ibi^ Rsx, a^nt 
to the. trio, said: ^’When 
Keith Chegwin is on a TV 
commercial he ‘doesn’t play a 
*role’. He doesn’t act He 
iq)peais as Keith Chegwin.” ^ 
Bruno Brookes, who 
cuireot^ fronts various radio 
^ows from a converted 
stiidio in Ins home, sal± "Nfy ‘ 
advertising work has tripled . 

since the boycott b^an. Fve 
got no problem with EquiQr 
but while its members are not 
avaflable the wheels of 
advertKing have to keep 
moving.” 

He added that bixing radio 
presenters such as himself 
was more esqpensive for the 
'.industry. . 

All of wfaidi has left 
Equity rather deflated. A 
qmkeanan for the union 
said: **The artists need to 
know that we are acting m 
the interests of arcane vdio 
does voice-overs. will be 

g pfairing to tiieir 
tepiesentativessotheyare ’ 
made fiilfy aware that if we 
lose this case everyone 
invcdved could lose out” 



Bentley case 
goes back to 
appeal court 

44 years op 






Bruno Brookes: He says that his work in advertising 


r1 lose out uruno 7 — 

— Beniamin Todd tripled since the Equity boycott began 
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The case of Derek 

Bentley, who was hangpd 

44 years ago .for the 
murder of a policeman. 

during a bungled 

robbery, is to be 

referred back to the 
Court of Appeal. The 

decision, writes Joson 

BenneCtb, Crime 

Correspondent, Is a 

major victory for the 

Bentley family. 

More than four 

Derek Bentley was coovicle<^ 
OTHdecbeblikelytobede^ 

of the ch^ pokhumOTSty. 

The Criminal Cases Review 
Q)]Dinissioa, set up eariier this 

5 ear to investigate alleged 

carriages of justice, 

vestetday that it was sending the 
I case back to the appeal court 

judges to reconsider. 

The commisaon conduoeo 

-1 that there were several potcfr 

tial areas which suggested the 

conviction was unsafe. 

The Beotl^ family have 
always maintained that Derek, 
19, should never have been esr 

ecuted to his part in the kilUng 
of Constdjte Sidnqr Mies dur- 

I - ■ I. oaivhfiHiSe in 


nous pardon, acceptmg that 

her biShw diould i»t tave 

hanged while mamfeunng 

finidly allbwad to 
erect a headstone over ter. 
brother's grave. 27^^ 
getting his body 

prison to Grqydoo 

“*?SS^,stedied^Ja^ 

uaiy of cancer. Since then the 
Mpaign to win a paj^ 
has been led by her dangjiter.- 

Maria Bentley-Dmi^ 

The soUators for the B^t- 
ley family argued y^erday 
that the material that ^r- 
suaded the CriminalCasesKe- 
view Commission that tterase 

should be referred to the 

of Appeal was ‘^lirtuaDy idra- 
tical” to one presented to the 
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FREg DELIVERY 

ORDER ANY PC 
PIEECT BY CALLING: 


pentiunf 


9771 


Croydon, south London m 195i 

PC Miles was shot dead by 
Bentley’s accomplice, Christo- 
pher Craig. 16, after he con- 
frrmtedttem on the warehouse 
roof. 

At the teenagers' trial three 

policemen alle^ that imme- 
diate^ before the murder Bent- 
ley shouted to him: “Let him 
have it, Chris”. 

Lord Chief Justice God- 
dard toU the jmy that when two 

people go out on a criminal 
eniciprise which ends in mur- 
der, both are guilty in law, 
whoever fired the shots. 

Craig, who was too young to 

bang, was jailed and served 10 
yeais. but Bentley sen- 
tenced to death. The jury was 
never told tiiat he had a men- 
tal age of just 11. 

Followin g his execution at 
Wmdswoith Prison in Jaxma^ 
1953, Bentley’s sister, Iris, 

mounted a lifelong campaign to 

dear bis name. 

In 1993, Iris Bentley won a 
partial victory when Michael 
Howard, the then home secre- 
tary, grtmted a linuted posthu- 











Derek Bendey: Likely to ^ 

be cleared of murder 


Home Office in October 1996, 
but no action was taken. 

Ms Bentley-Dingwall, said 
die was “absolutely ecstatic” at 
yesterday’s decision. 

“But 1 just wish my mother 
was alive to see this day. It was 
what she fought for so long and 
die would have been so happy,” 
she added. 

“My family has bad to ff> 
through so much and knowing 
your son or brotiier has bew 
hanged y terrible." 

Among the reason for the 
comnussion referring the case 
back to the ^)peal court in- 

duded a medical report not 

dosed at the time of the trial 
diowing Bentley ^ “feeble- 
minded” and the su^estion 
that his statement was taken 
incorrectly by the police. 
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Rape victims may 
be spared grilling 
from defendants 
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Ministeis are conadering plans : 
flrtiichwould, in effect, bar rape i 

victims from cross-examination 
by their alleged attackers. 

The proposal, which comes 

after a case in Miidi a ra{^ was 
able to question his two victims 
for days in open court, is one 
of several options being con- 
sidered by an inter-depart- 
tnental group set up to look at 
the interests of witnesses. 

At present child witnesses 
are protected from cross-ex- 
amination by defendants, and 
tiie idea under conrideration is 
to extend this right to other vul- 
nerable witnesses, such as 
alleged rape victims. 

Another option being dis- 
cussed by the Vulnerable Wit- 
ness Group, which is due to 
report in the New Year, is to 
recommend fresh guidance for 
judges, gMng tiiem full discie- 
’ tion to prevent, or stop cross- 
examination if th^ feel the 
defendant is abusing his or her 
right to a fair trial. 

At the moment ministers 
believe that judges are tc» oon- 
stiained fears that pre- 
ventb^ effective cross-exam- 
ination, defendants would have 
strong grounds to an appeaL 

The Home Office minister 
Alun Michael who confirmed 
the need for a clarification in 
the law, said: the judge has 
to be very careful because if be 
steps in too quickly, the dat^r 
is he will gjve grounds for an 


appeal. If that appeal is sue-. ... 
cessful a rapist can walk free.” 

Inthecasewhidi&nisbedal ' 
Knightsbridge Crown Court 
on Wednesday, the 43-year- ; 
old defendant— who cannotbe. .. 
named to legal reasons -was . 
able to cross-examine his two 
victims to several days, even 
though ^ul jud^ Timothy . 
Pontius warned him against. 
“manipulating the system". 
The jury later took just over an 
hour to convict him. 

At one point one of the 
women victims asked tile jut^ - | 
“Do 1 have to put up with thk? - 
I have never been so hnmiliat- 
ed in my life.” 

Yesterday Victim Support, - 
vriiich has a representative on.^ - 
the group consideiing dianges 
in the law, welcomed the com- 
mitments by ministers. - 
A spokeswoman smd that . 
while defendants had a righ^ to 

a fair trial the treatment of the. - 

two women in the Kni^its-: 
bridge case had bten . ' 
palling”. 

She added: “No women. 

should have to go throu^ what 

they went though.” 

The concern amoi^. aU - 

groups is that such esqferieoces 

will discourage otiier women. . 
[ from coming forward- as wit- - 
i nesses in rape^ cases, . where . 

s there is already a low coaric^' 

5 rate. •_ . . . 

r — MidKiel Streeter [ 

1 Afjbirs CorrespontfanE 
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The grandson who believes it’s time to rewrite history 



Millions of Russians will 
today honour the 
Bolsheviks who led the 
October Revolution 80 
years ago. Spare a 
thought, though, for the 
man they threw out. 
Kerensky^ British 
grandson believes 
history is guilty of a 
terrible misjudgement. 

Moscow — As Russia's Com- 
OTimisis unfiiri iheir red banners 
and sally forlh on lo ihc icy 
streets to celebrate the 1917 
Bolshevik Revolution, one man 
will be at home in Britain, 
working on plans for a mission 
to resurrect the rcpuluUon of 
a politician they once ousted 
and still scorn - his grandfather. 
Alexander. 

No matter that Stephen 
Kerensky, a writer and an- 
tiques dealer ironi Warwick- 
shire. must overcome decades 
of relentless Soviet propagan- 
da. No matter that his views also 
run counter to those of some of 
the West's leading historians. 

He believes that his grand- 
father is one of the “most vili- 
fied politicians of any era", the 
whipping boy of both the Wjst 
and Russia in their rush to con- 
ceal errors that led to coUec- 
tKisation, famine, Stalin's tenor 
and the KGB. So he has decid- 
ed to change history's mind. 
Rimily . after all, is family. 

The story of Alexander 
Kerensky is one of those great 
-'what ife". Had his coalition 
government struggled on, 
would Lenm have ever taken 
charge? Would Stalin have ter- 
rorised and slaughtered mil- 
lions? Or could Russia have 
become one of the world s 
democracies, a citadel of free 
q>eech and human rights? 

A democratic lawyer, 
Kerensky became head of Ru^ 
aa’s Provislona] Government in 
the summer of 1917, four 
months after the monarchy fi- 
nally buckled under the wei^t 
of Nicholas H's bovine convic- 
tion that he had a divine nght 
to rule as an autocraL After his 
abdication. Kerenslq^ was one 
of several who persuaded the 
tsar's vounger brother, the 
Grand' Duke Mikhail, that 
there would be civfl war if the 
monarchy tried to stagger on. 

A briniant orator and - at 

least, at first - a '•'^y 

figure, he remained in office un- 

Bolsheviks finally seized 

power. SO years ago *oday, 
vAen they peppered 
ter Palace in St Petersbi^ 
with machine-gun fire, breezed 
in and arrested his 

Kerensky, then 

caped eariicr in a car flying the 


Stars and Stripes - an exploit in 
which Soviet propagandists 
subsequently revelled, empha- 
sising the damning detail that 
he fied dressed in women's 
clothing. That allegation, says 
Stephen KerenslQr, is one slur 
among maiq^ “One of the main 
Soviet slanders against him is 
that he was living like a tsar in 
the Winter Palace, bolding or- 
gies and being driven around in 
the Tsar’s Rolls. That was ac- 
tually Lenin's hobby, not 
KerenslQ'’s." 

Later this month Mr Keren- 
sl^, 48, who lives in Rugby, will 
press his case la person when 
he travels to St Petci^urg for 
the publication of the first in- 
stalment of the memoirs of his 
granchnodier, Olga, who settled 
in Britain after the revolution. 
It wQl be printed by a magazine, 
Zveafa (Star), which has taken 
up the cause with reUsh. 

“We believe Kerensky was a 
remarkable mao, says the edi- 
tor-in-chief, Yakov Gordin. 
“His role was dhtoned later 
and caricatured for political rea- 
sons 1^ the Soviets. Our task is 
lo restore the true image of this 
important politidaiL'' 

'They have a formidable lask 


BY PHIL 
REEVES 


on their hands; Kerensl^, who 
eventually lived in the US, 
spent mudi of his life writing 
books about his version of 
events. His son Gleb - 
Stephen's father - also took up 
the cudgels, and for decades 
bombarded the Times with let- 
ters seeking to dear his father's 
name. And yet Kerensky’s dis- 
mal reputation has lived on. 

Esf^aily in Russia. At 94, 
Alexander Alexeyev is deaf 
and very doddery, but he re- 
members the former prime 
minister well enough. He was 
13 during the October Revo- 
lution, and now - his fragile 
chest weighed down by Soviet 
medals says; “There is nothing 
poritive to say about Kerensky. 
He expressed the interests ^ 
the bourgeoisie, that's alL” 

Leading historians have 
been even less charitable, cast- 
ing KerenslQ' in the role of a 
theatricaL self-indulgent fig- 
ure who emerged as an earty ' 
hero - a cult figure, even, 
among the democratic intelli- 
gentsia - of the revolution, but 
frittered his support away 
through indecisiOD and vaniVf. 

Richard I^pes, author of a 
highly authoritative history of 
the revolution, wrote that he 
was “all impulse and emotioii** 


and was “incapable of coping" 
with his respoDsibililies. An- 
other, Orlan^ Piges, author 
the award-winning .4 h'ople’s 
has accused him of be- 
ing a mao of “Bonapartist am- 
bitions", undone by “weakness 
of wOr who went on lo a life 
in exile penning “mendacious" 
memoirs. Ibwards the end of 
his rule, says Dr Figes, he was 
an isolated figure, who had “no 
idea of the extent of bis own un- 
popularity". 

Stephen Kerendcy appears 
undaunted by these weighty 
opponents. He personally knew 
bds grandfetber who died in New 
York in 1970; he found him 
“amazing^ charismatic'’. He 
points to his record as a lawyer 
who defended Bolsheviks dur- 
ing the tsarist era. 

“Lenin, contrast, is prob- 
ably the most coniradictOTy 
character in history. His terri- 
fying rage and an equally tet- 
lifyi^ belief in the rightness of 
every thought that ever crossed 
his mind created a holocaust 
that lasted for 50 years." 

Britain ranks high on the list 
of those whom be believes 
have nndennined Kerensl^s 
proper historical legacy. In 
particular, he blames the 
British, who were desperate to 
keep Russia in the war, for 
supporting the right wing, dic- 
tatoriany-mdined Riisaan com- 
mander-in-chief, General Lavr 
Kornilov - whom Kerensl^ fa- 
tally bounced into open revolt 
by accusing him of plotting a 

miltfcw y COiq). failing to gu|> 

port Keren^, tte British con- 
tributed to his fall, and 
therefore bear some re^onsi- 
bility for Lenin, Stalin and the 
holocaust that followed," said 
Mr' Kerensky. 

Life is fell of lost causes, aixi 
Stephen Kerensky is prot^ly 
fighting one of them. His fam- 
ily is entwined in one of histo- 
ry’s most momentous episodes. 
Yet changing the text is aston- 
ishingly hard. “I can’t write a 
book because I have no great 
credibility as a historic and I 
can’t read or write Russian. I 
would be tom aparL" 

But he believes he will mn 
in the end: “i am quite con- 
vinced that this issue is going to 
dramatically change. Ffisiorians 
cannot sustain their positioa It 
just doesn’t stand up." 

He can, at least take com- 
fort in one anall detail. Hot 
news: as Russians take to the 
streets todtQr, Kerenrifys ratings 
are on the up. In 1991, 20 per 
cent of foissians saw him as a 
bad apple, according to a sur- 
vey by tiieAD-Russia Centre fOT 
Public Opinion Studies. That 
figure has now dropped by a 
third. Okxy, so th^ also feel 
better about Nicholas II and 
Stalin; but it's a staii. 



_aattri«Br,*l<o^«hkovdaiya.asodtf«a^ 

of tl» Revolution- 
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That was then, 
this is now: 
Stephen Kerensky 
(left) at his 
antique stall in 
Wkrwiclcshire. 
Photograph; 

Glynn Griffiths 

His gran d fa ther, 
Alexander (right) 
flanked by soldiers 
in the Winter 
Palace in 1917 
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“Now’s the time to prepare 
your home for winter.” 
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Drug baron’s 
plastic 
surgeon 
found dead 


The lesson is: if you perform dandestme plastic 
suigeiy on Mexico's most-wanted dniglord to 
help him elude police, you'd better get it right 

Otherwise you are likely to end up like the 
three bodies > handcuffed, blindfolded, stran- 
ded and burnt - found inside oil drums on the 
Mexico City to Acapulco motorway last week- 
end. Police forensic experts said yesterday at 
least one of the men was a plastic surgeon be- 
lieved to have operated on cocaine baira Ama- 
do Camlio Fentes last 3 July. The other two 
may have been assistants to the surgeon, 37- 
year-old Jaime Codpy Singh, the experts 
said. 

CarriiJa 42, died in a Mexico City dimV the 
following day, 4 Juty, apparentty as the result 
of the anaesthetic or sleeping pills he had been 
gh'en. The fact that he died on the Fourth of 
July - US Independence Day - raised specu- 
lation that US Drug Enforcement Adinmis- 
tralion (DEA) agents had readied his doaors 
and persuaded them to kill him. The DEA flatty 
denied any involvemenL 

Whether or not Godov or his a^stants de- 
liberately killed Canillo. both Mexican and US 
anti-narcotics agents knew the doctors were 
in big trouble. None of them ever reappeared 
at (heir homes. 

Then, on Sunday, police made the gruesome 
dtscoveiy tty' the side of the motorway: three 



The body of plastic surgeon Jaime Godoy Singh, found strangl ed and burnt inside an oil drum ^totognpii: Al^andrino Gonzalez/AP 


oil drums, partly filled with cmnent, each 
a body stuffed inside. Each body appeared to 
have been strangled mth a cable and set fire 
to while handcuffed and 

Asked to identity hisson’sbody from a pho- 
tograph. Godq/s Esther became ack. The sur- 
geon’s brother later idenfifled the body 
because of a plastic jaw ptosth^s and matdi- 
mg dental records. 


Cacrillo, from the northern Mexican state 
of Sinaloa, was known as *The Lord of foe 
Sides” because he controlled air rcHites car-, 
tying CoknaUan coemne w Mexko to foe US. 
Heading the so-called Juarex cartel, he ^th- 
ered a fortune estimated at S2Sbn (£l5ba), 
spending much of U on pai^ng off top police 
and militaiy officers. 

Earlier this year, Mexico's and-dxugs tear, 


General Jesus Gutierrez ReboUo, was arrested 
for accepth^ massive bribes in return for pn> 
tecting Canilio. 

There was a spate of killings in and around 
Gudad Juarez, across foe border from El Paso, 
Texas, after Carrillo's death, as rival dniglords 
fought for his turf. 

— Ph3 Davison, 
Latin America Correspondent 
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Swedish style 
to transform 
Bethlehem 



Bethlehem Is getting a 
Scandinavian facelift for 
the Millennium. 

Eric saver in Jerusalem 
says that although the 
architect is 
Scandinavian, tiie 
birthplace of Jesus is not 
about to get an Ikea 
workover. 


Snorre Linquist, a 62-year-old 
Swedish arehirect, has won an 
international competition for 
rehabilitating Mai^r Square, 
which has long been ibe 
supreme anticlimax of foe 
Christian world. The Swedifo 
govenunent signed up this 
week to fund the scheme, the 
biggest of 91 projects des^^ 
to beautify the West Bank city 
for the 2,000th anniversary of 
its most famous Son. 

The look will be mote hud- 
dle Eastern than Scaadinaviao. 
“If you compared it with the 
buildings I've done in Swe- 
den," Mr Linquist said yester- 
day. "you wouldn't think it was 
the same arcfaitecL'* 

His most recent work, foe 
geography building at Stock- 
holm Univeisity, is all wood and 
concrete. The new Manger 
Square will be locaL honity- 
coloured Umesione. cool ar- 
cades and shaded comers. 
Middle Eastern, but avoiding 
foe Arabian N^jhls kitsch of the 
197Ds town ball that stands at 
foe far end of the square from 


the Byzantine Church of,^. 

Nativity. , ^ 

“If you look at tne’tOT 

houses in Bethlehem," Mrlifr . 
quist explained, -^t’s built up 
with cubistic elements. I>e. ^ 
fleeted that and enhano^te 

view of foe eburdt.” .'•.■.••'j. 

Vehicles will be baxufora. 
from foe square, which wiB fe 
paved with stone and sco^ 

with trees. Weary pilgrinis will 

be able to dip their feet in sk 
artificial wells, or drinkHiridsh 
coffee in a pavilion. 

The ugly cement police 
tion, which has bitted t^ 
square under British, Jordan- • 
ian and btaeli rulA is to be fora 
down. It will be replaced Ity a 

two-storey culturti ceotcB, oom- 

pleie with restaurant and bodc- 
sfaop, auditorium, musemp 
religions, and art gaUeiy. 

began fois week os 
cleaning up foe old market b^ 
hind the town ball, the first of • 
the 91 “Bethlehem 2000" 
schemes. All of them together 
are budgeted to cost $150m 
(£94m). The Chrislian Aitib 
mayor, Hanna Nasser, con- 
fessed yesterday that -so fer he 
had raised only SlOm, wifo do- 
nations from France and Spauu 
as well as Sweden. 

Bethlehem has been im- 
poverished by a 10-year dedine 
to tourism, d.iting back to tbe 
beginning of the Palestuuan fri- 
lifada, and by Israel's reluctance 
to invest there. Yasser Arafet^s ' 
Palestinian Authority, which 
took over just before Qiristmai 
1995, has little money to spare. 


Israelis ‘plotted kidnap* 

A Swiss judge in Geneva said yesterday he had issued in- 
lemational arrest warrants for seven Ismelis in connection 
with an alleged plot to kidnap Athina Roussel - foe sole 
surviving heir to the Greek shippiz^ tyco^ Aristbtie 
Onassis, ’ 7 

Judge Jacques Delieutraz called foe suspects, shveial of 

whom were former Israeli army oflficeis, “aunts'* who had 
done the “dirty work" of preparing foe abduction by pho^ 
tographing foe 12-year-old and her security entourage in 
Switzerland. — Reuters, Geneva 

UK turns down Zimbabwe 

Britain said yesterday it would not fund Zunbabwe's con-' 
troversial plan to forcibly bity land from white commercial 
farmers to resettle landless black peasants or commercial 
farmers. President Robert Mugabe has been demanding that 
Britain give bis government money to buy back land from 
“its white children'' so that it can resettle iod^ienous blacks. 

“The British government stressed that foe programme 
of rapid land acquisition that now seems to be emrisaged in 
Zimbabwe would be impossible for Britain to support." the 
British High Commission said yesterday. — Recrt^ Harare 

Typhoon kills over 300 

lypbooD Linda killed at least 313 people when it pounded 
Vietnam last weekend. More than zjoo people were still 
missing or unaccounted for, officials said. 

Tbe worst stonn to hit tbe area since 1904, Linda swept 
into tbe Gulf of Thailand after crossing tbe tip of Vietnam, 
claiming the lives of maity fishermen and nine people inUiai- 
laod. Chmbodian ofifidals said yesterday that foe number 
of nshermen who drowned in C^bodian waters rose to 25 
while more than 100 were still missing. — Reuters, Hanoi 


Thai political ills 
make king sick 


One country, two governments: 
that is foe portion Thailand ap- 
pears to find itself in after a 
night of intense political nego- 
tiation aimed at choo^ng a 
successor to the Prime Minis- 
ter, Chavalit Yongchaiyudb. 

Thais, anxious and bemused 
at the political turmoil that has 
followed tbe country's worst 
economic crisis in decades, 
watched In confusion as 
national television broadcast 
simultaneous news confer- 
ences. with both govenunent 
and oppoatioQ parties daiming 
enough seats to form the next 
administration. 

Opposition parties led by the 
Democrats say they have 
negotiated a coalition and will 
form the next Thai govern- 
menL wth a former prcniict, 
Chuan Leekpie, as tbe now 
prime minister. 

At the same time, members 
of the present governing coali- 
tion announced that they have 
also agreed deals with other 
panics ensuring that they will 
be leading the next Thai gov- 
enunent. with a second former 


tr 


# 


prime minister, Chatiebai 
Choonhaven, as leader. 

Amid tbe political turmoU, 
which has reacbed fever pitch, 
one person has had enough. 
Thailsmd's revered King Bhu- 
mibol Aduiyadej, who has been 
watching the chaos from his 
palace, has fallen iQ over th e 
squabbling. A royal m gd ical 
panel says the 69-year-old King 
has been admitted, to hospital 
for a cbeck-up after recording 
an irregular heart-beat 

There appears little 
prospeert of an earty end to the 
latest political tunnoil, aUhftiigti 
the S[»aker of the Thai paziia- 
ment is expected to annmineft 
which parties will form tbe 
new government on Monday. 

In tile meantime, foe one 

certainty in T hailand rii«f rK > »v>- 

(Qg is that foe embattled Mr 
Yongchatyudb is no kmger for- 
mally in power. During his 11 
months in office, ThailaDd's 
once booming wi-nn fnpy gag ged 
Into depression, foe-lhai Nahi 
losing more than half its value 
in recent months. 

— Matthew Chance. Ban^co^- 
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on parade as sex harassment case turns ugly 
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cal ills 
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sStCTle^dignity: Clinton’S advisers have fought tooth 
ancTSil to keep the President out of court 

President who can 
even charm enemies 


Some of the qualiiies that ex- 
plain whv so many AmencaM 
are prepared to give the US 
President the benefit of the 
doubt in the Paula Jones^ 
- of even forghe him ifneccs- 

san-wereftiUyondjspIayyes- 

when Mr Clinton went 

to CoUege Station in to 

inaugural^ Oie presideco^ t- 
brary of bis pf“*f 
While House, George Bus . 
Bill ainton's personal 

charm and poliUcal ®^^ 

second 10 none ha^ 

ccnlK eliciied grodgmg res^ 
„cn'&oinMrBush-«fbo^ 
mssed his rival during Ib^- 
clceuon campaigt. 

His lighmrag mp lo 
jc«ed him not 
fences gracefully with hJS 
Jeeessor but also to earn po- 
lilicai capital for 
uhiain tvhat m “Z! 

track' authority ftora Cougf^ 
The Senate is eipected to vnte 
^„n whether it 
S track- authority to tte 

PKSident to 

Kcnaiional trade agrevinents 


a power that would allow Con- 
gress to approve or reject an 
agreement, but ikH to amend iL 
Inaugurating tte Bush li- 
brary yesterd^, Mr Clinton 
paid elegant and generous trib- 
ute to his predecessor at the 
White House, recalling his wv - 
record, his long and loyal pul> 
lie service and the podtive as- 
pects of his single-term 
presideiKy. Beforehand, how- 
ever, he shamelessly erqrloited 
the presduce at the ceremooy 

of fourprevioos iHieadents-an 

of whom had enjqy^ fast- 
track authority in their time - 
IP press his own political cam- 
paign of the moment 

Mingling easSy with his pre- 
decessors, Mr CUston eaiact- 
ed finm 1^ Bush a statement 
of “great respect for what the 
President is tiying to do in get- 
ting fast track through this 
Congress", and firom Jimmy 
Carter the view that feflure 

would be “a slap in the face fcff 

onr friends and allies in Latin 
America" 

— Mnry Dejevsfcy 


As Bill Clinton 'busies 
himself with the affairs - 
of state in Wkshington, a 
court in Arkansas is 
working steadily through 
the preliminaries of a 
case that threatens to 
expose a cruder side to 
the President. But 
Americans cannot 
decide whether they 
want to know about it or 
not, as Mary D^vsky 
reports. 


This week, television viewers in 
^Kishington DC were surprised 
to see a commercial featuring a 
picture of a women looking 
veiy like Paula Jones - the 
woman viio accuses Bill Qinton 
of eiqxmng himself to her in an 
Arkansas hotel room six years 


ago and asldng for oral SOL Tbe 
commercial asks for women 
who msy have been “semaDy ha- 
rassed by the President” to reg- 
ister their complaints. 

No one ever pretended that 
the lawsuit known as “Paula 
Jones V the President of the 
United States" would be an ed- 
ifying experience. Since late 
summer, however, when Ms 
Jones rejected a financial set- 
tlement - nimouied to be close 
to the $700,000 she had origi- 
nally claimed - sacked her 
lawyers and hired an aggressive 
PR consultant, things have 
started to get brutal. 

Ms Jones has submitted a 
list of intimate questions to Mr 
Clinton in an attempt to solic- 
it details of his sex life and his 
anaton^. Her lawyers have 
named - and in at least one case, 
subpoenaed - women believed 
to be former girlfiriends of the 
President, incloding Gennifer 


Flowers. She is the woman 
named during the 1992 election 
nampaig n as his loug-tune mis- 
tress, who has steadfastly re- 
fused to speak against Wm- 

Tbe strategy is two-foJd: to 
show “a pattern of behaviour” 
in Mr Clinton’s past and to 
demonstrate the veradfy of an 
affidavit Ms Jones reportedly 
swore when she first brought 
her case three years ^ that 
could prove her case. In the af- 
fidavit, Ms Jones apparentfy 
describes “distinguishing char- 
acteristics" of Mr Clinton's 
"geoital area". 

Last month, it seemed the 
puzzle of the distinguishing 
cbaracteristics had been solved, 
when newspapers quoted 
“sources” as ssybig she referred 
to a curvature of the. Pre^ 
dent’s erect penis - a phenom- 
enon said to be caused 
Peyronie's disease. The theory 
was backed up by more “in- 


fonned sourcse^ that Mr 

Pimtim had been t^ted for 
this conation d^^ring his annu- 
al medical wraminat inn the pTO- 
viousweek. 

MeanMiile, the court in lit- 
tle Rode, Arkansas, was em- 
barking on the preliminaxy- 
hearings of witnesses that are 
a prehide'to most American 
court cases. So fer, evidence has 

been taken from Ms Jones’s 
close relatives, former col- 
leagues, and a couple of women 

said to have been high-school 
girlfriends of Bill Clinton. 

The odds that the case wQl 
actually come to court on the 
appointed date of 26 have 

shortened dramatically. Having 
rejected a settlement said to be 
close to wiiat she bad asked for, 
because it was conditional on 
Mr Clinton not accepting re- 
sponsibility or apologising, Ms 
Jones is said to want onfy to re- 
store her reputatiotL 


Mr ClintoD's lawyer, Robert 
Bennett, has donehis utmost to 
keep the case out of court (and 
out of foe headlines). After feil- 
ing to have the case deferred - 
to protect the President from 
distraction during his term of 
nffift* - or dismissed for lack of 
evidence, Mr Bennett has suc- 
r n aefi illy persuaded tbe judge to 
impose a "gag” order on the 
ixeliminaiy hearings to preveot 
the testimorqr from becoming 
public. 

In keqnng the case iow-key. 
however, Mr Bennett has also 
been ocmkderably helped by t he 
ambivalence of tbe American 
media about what should and 
should not be disclosed. Pop- 
ular cuiiositycomes up against 
American prudishness and 
deference to tbe office of tbe 
pcesideacy. Even before the gag 
order, little emerged from the 
little Rock hearings, and the 
reporting of the dis^gulshing 


characteristics and related mat- 
ters has been highly politicised. 

The mainstream media, rn- 
ciuding the Nch' York Times, 
}^ii5hing/on flosi and network 
television, have fought shy uf 
even mentioning penOe matters. 
Details have been rcporicd. 
however, not just by the 
tabloids, but by the right-wing 
anii-Ointon Wishinffon Times. 

This media division lends 
support to the view that Ms 
Jones - who is thousands of dol- 
lars in debt to two former sets 
of lawyers - may have fending 
from a section of the religious 
right that wants to discredit Mr 
Clinton as Presideut and politi- 
cian and will stop at nothing lo 
do so. Ms Jone.s. however, de- 
nies that her cause is in any wav 
political, and tbe pleas for 
fends that scatter the Inlernul 
on her behalf suggest that, 
wherever her funding comes 
from, she could do with more. 
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THE FIRSTTO LAUNCH 
3 COMPLETELY 
NEW CARS AT ONCE, 
FROM THE FIRST 
TO LAUNCH 3 YEARS 
PEACE OF MIND. 


In 1995 v/e v/ere die firsi: car company to give you 3 years 
total peace of mind. This means you get the following as 
standard on every new Daew'oo; 
I ) 3 year/60.000 mile free seiwicing, including 
all labour and parts. 
2) 3 year/60.000 comprehensive wari'anty. 

3) 3 year Daewoo Tota! AA Cover. 

4) Free cou.mesy car during service. 

Now, after an investment of 
over £1.5 billion, v/e're 
the first car company to 
launch 3 completely 


new i-anges all at once; the 3. 4 and 5 door Unos, the Nubira 
saloon and estate, and the Leganza saloon. 

The fixed prices of our new cars mnge from just £8.795 
to £14,995, 

So if you i-e looking for a new car then why not pay 
us a visit? You may even get die chance to be 
one of the 1 00 drivers chosen to test drive 
oui- new cai's absolutely free for a year. 

To find out where your nearest 
store is call 0800 666 222. 

Impossible to ignore? 

That'll be the 
Daewoo. 
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Only Packaixl Bell 
can say 'Yes' to all this 





Does it 
support the 
very latest 
technology 
standards, 
and those 
of the future 


• ,r , 


Does it come 
with £1000 
worth of free 
software 



l ... . 



Does it have 
enough audio 
and video 
to support 
the most 
demanding 
software 





Only one PC can say yes to these six vital 
questions. The Packard Bell Pulsar 24 PC. 

It's got all the advanced computing 
power of the latest Pentium*!! Processor to 
provide unrivalled speed and performance. 

And thanks to a 4Mb graphics card and 
built-in surround sound with a 10W sub- 
woofer, the Packard Bell Pulsar 24 makes 
multimedia look and sound better than 
ever before. 

In addition, like aii other Packard Bell 
computers, the Pulsar 24 comes with £1000 
of free top software, all pre-loaded and 
ready to use, together with everything you 
need to surf the Net straight away.* 


Also the Packard Bell Personal Assistant 
Pack makes using the Puisar 24 child's play. 

All of which makes it the ideal PC if you 
demand high performance and low prices. 
That's why we suggest you see it at PC 

World, Dixons and Currys today. 

We think you'll agree that no other PC 

comes close to matching it. 

The Packard Bell Pulsar 24 PC: 

• Pentium*!! Processor 233 MHz 

• 32 Mb SDRAM • 4.3 Gb Ultra DMA HDD 

• 4 Mb PC! graphics • x24 speed CD-ROM 

• 56K modem with US Robotics x2 
technology •15" monitor 
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Packard Bell 

jHE computer the world comes home to 

Available at PC World, Dixons and Currys 


van, according to model. Value of software based on separate selling price of actual or equivalent software. 
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Giris behaving 
badly pose a 
new problem 


®®spfte years of 

more young 

women are drinking too 

»^uch and, for the first 
time, the proportion 
who smoke has risen. 

Ghnda Cooper, Social 
Affairs Correspondent, 

looks at why bright 
young women are 
acquiring bad habits. 


pciy yearsince 1972 smoking 
nas been on the decline in 
Bntain. But thLs year for the 
first time young women are 
bucking the trend. The Office 
tor National Statistics warned 
yesterday that smoking 
amongst women - and partic- 
ularly j-oung women - is again 
on the rise. 

Coupled with that, large 
amounts of young women are 
now drinking more than the 
recommended maximum 
amount of alcohol a week. 
Whereas the Department of 
Health has recommended 14 
uniLs as a "safe” level since 
I9.S4, the numbers of women 
drinking above that level has in- 
oreased by half as much again. 

Health campaigners are 
worried that young women are 
increasingly pursuing habits 
which damage their health. A 
^eaicr amount of disposable 
income - particularly among 
single women, those working 
and w*omcn under 25 - means 
they can indulge themselves. 

The results of the General 
Household Survey found that 
whUc cigareite smoking has 
risen by 2 per cent amongst 
women generally (the reverse 
was true of men) among the 16- 
to 19-year-oIds the increase 
was 5 per cent and among the 
25- to 34‘year-olds 4 per cent 

The ONS findings reflect 


those of the Health Education . 
Authority which has warned 
that lung cancer deaths are set 
to overtake breast cancer as the 
biggest klDerof women. The au- 
thority said yesterdaythat it is 
launching an anti-smoking 
campaign which mil focus on 
women, partiailarfy teenagers. 
A third of 15-ycar'Olds were 
smoking and the evidence sug- 
gested that they are taking the 
habit onwards. 

"We arc very concerned,” 
said a spokesman for the HEA. 
‘‘Wl^ youngwomen arc smok- 
ing more is the million dollnr 
question but we’re trying to find 
out.” He said the media had 
played a role, especially in 
fili^ in which smotogwas as- 
sociated with glamour and 
power. 

A spokeswoman for ASH - 
Action on Smoking and Health 
- said that there was no single 
explanation for the rise, ‘^ut 
tobacco companies are spend- 
ing flOOm on advertising 
whereas the Goveniment are 
spending £]0m on anti-smok- 
ing education.” 

Both more men and women 
are recorded as.drinldng over 
sensible levels in the GHS but 
the significant increase is 
amongst women and again the 
largest increase is among 
younger women • a quarter of 
Ifl- to 24-year-olds drink more 
than they should. 

Earlier this year it was re- 
ported that the number of 
women drinking above recom- 
mended leveb rose 50 per 
cent between 1984 a^ 1994, 
and a Atoohol CoQoem 

said that 500,000 wotnda now 
drink at “veiy risl^ levels - 
defined as more than SO units 
aweek (or 25 pints of ordinary 
beer or six bottles of wine). 

• Living in BriUdn: PieUnunaty 
Results from Ae 1996 General ■ 
HcHisehoId Survey;' Stationery 
Office; £10. 



Elderly least likely 
to be burgled 


Elderty peofrte are less 
likely than those in any 
other age group to 
sciffor burglary. Qenda 
Coop& looks at a survey 
which provides a unique 
snapstot of our life 
today. 


Xiving in a household where 
‘ there are one or two elderly 
p^le over the age of 60 car- 
ries a much lower risk of bur- 
sary tbitn any other househtdd. 
according to a surv^. 

'Ihe preliminary results 
from the 1996 General House- 
hold Survey show that the bur- 
gjlaiy rate was 23 per 1,000 
bottseholds compared to 55 
pCT IJlOO where adults and 
difldren live. The siuv^ a&o re- 
vealed (bat the burglary rale has 
fallen from 4.6 per cent in 
1993 to 33 per cent in 1996. 

‘^ere is a popular view that 
elderly pec^le IMng alone are 
more lOmly to be vulnerable but 
thfy are less likely to be bur- 
gled,” said Paul Hunter, the sur- 
v^s principal researcher. 

Those living in detached 
houses were also Jess likely to 
be burgled than their neigh- 
bours in semi-detarited or ter- 
raced houses. Those most at 
risk from break-ins were those 
living in private rented accom- 


modation or those in social 
housing. 

A .spokesman for Age Con- 
cern said: "The reason why el- 
derly people suffer less 
burglaries is that a lot of bur- 
glaries occur during the day 
when people are out, but old- 
er people tend to be in. 

"But it should be reassuring 
for older peofMe who can some- 
times feel vi^crable and have 
a fear of crime. There is also a 
misconception that older pieo- 
ple are likely to be attacked in 
the street but statistically 
young, rii^e men are much 
mcra at risk. The one exception 
is bogus callers where people 
impersonate officials. We 
would warn old people to take 
care. Keep the chain on until 
you are sure who the caller is.” 

The . survey also looks at 
the way households have 
changed over the 25 years since 
it was first carried out. While 
the proportion of lone parent 
families rose steadily through 
the 1970s and 19S0s it is level- 
ling off in the 1 990s. However. 
21 percent of families are now 
headed a lone parent com- 
pared with 8 per cent in 1971. 

The most common type of 
household is a married couple 
with no dependent chfldren. 
One in four women now choose 
to cohabit rather than gel mar- 
ried, and the average family has 
1.8 children. 


Drink prcrftlems Health surveys show young women are drvildng and smoking too much 


Phocograph: Joel Chant 


SNAPSHOT OF A CHANGING BRITAIN 


• One in five families are now headed by a lone parent. 

• One in four women live wkh a partner rati\er chan 
rranying 

• The number of people owning CD players has more chan 
doubled in the last five years. 

• Seven ouc of K) hous^olds have a car or van compered 
to half in 1972. 

• Tvw> thirds of households now own their homes 
compared to jusc under half in 1971. 

• In 1996, £9 per cent of all adults had an educational 
qualification, compared to 4] per cent 20 years earlier. 

• More than one in five men and women say they have a 
limiting chronic illness - double the proportion in 1972. 

• Nearly two thirds of us cake part in some physical activity. 

• Three per cent of households were burgled in 1996, down 
from 4.6 per cent in 1993. 
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1997 *Top Direct Lender OverlwoYeiir^ -What Mortgage Magaune. 



arrangement fees, 
valuation fees, 
mortgage indemnity fees, 
early redemption penalties 
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wonder other mortgage 
lenders are worried. 
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They should be, because not one of these mongage lenders can compere 
As the table shows our valriable zare mortipge could save you almost 
per mondi. 

No l^al fees if you cransfn your mortg^ without moving housed. 

We refund your valuation costs.. 

No axiangement, mortgage indemnity or eaiiy redemption, fees. 

You can bprrow’up to 90% of die value of your home. 

We guarantee to save you 20%t1' on your exiscu^ buildings ineiiTynr!o 
No reason to call anyone else then when you can call Direct Line. 


with Direct Line. 



0181 649 9099 


0161 831 9099 


0141 221 9099 


LONDON 


MANCHESTER 


GLASGOW 


CALL ANYTIME Sam to 8pm Monday to Frid^ and 9am to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ref. INDI57 
wwwulirectline.c(Mjk Direce Line Rnandal Services Linfdted,250 St. Vinmt Streec, Glasgow, GZ 5SH 




.wmit o mupAntd Olr^ 

. .eO^te'eaKessflv tpamadnimnifar 

k jovamaa* wkfe idwiw 

^ -p.pi i . — l y mntnK jp^ m^ 

nHwUnii end vdCh ks pMtnkdm. 

SECUKED OH IT 


m 








> 








THE SNDEFEMDENT 
FRIDAY 

7 NOVEMBER l‘’^7 


14/EUROPEAN NEWS 



Rainstorms kill 31 
in southern Spain 
and Portugal 


More thnn 20 people died in Spain and at 
11 iaf^srtugalyestcrdsQraftertocreniial 
rainstonns ravaged the southern part of 
both countries. In Spain the region of Es- 
tremadura. near the I^utuguese braider, was 
worst affected, with toads and railways cut 
and electricity and telephone lines down. 

Estremadura's regional governor called 
for the area to be declared a disaster zone 
and uiged people not to drive on the motor- 
ways. which had turned into rivers. An- 
dal'uda was also badly affected, vidth the 
fishing fleet confined to port and the Riv- 
er Guadalquivu' near Cadiz IS metres high- 
er than usual and on the point of bursting 
its banks. Seville and Cordoba were axnoi^ 
(be towns devastated 1^' stonn rfamagg 
Anm* units were mcMlised to help peO' 
pie trapesed in their homes and to dear the 
forest of fallen trees that lay strewn across 
the country. Forecasters said the lOf&pfa 

rainstonns would gradually ease but that 

strong westerly winds woidd continue. 

— Elaabeth Nosh. fViadrid 





After the deluge: R^^dencs ofBadaloz In Extramadura, Spam deerup yesterda)s ftain turned roads mco rrveia Photopaph: Reuters 
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plus free installation 

when you buy a Sony Playstation 
package or any electrical item 
over £199, subscribe to any of 
Sky's channels for 1 2 months 
and pay a one off 
connection fee of £1 2 


Exclusively live; 

FA Carling Premiership, 
England's internationals 
at Wembley, rugby 
matches at Twickenham 
and overseas cricket tour 
to the West Indies 


Sky channel packages 
currently range from 
£11.99 per month 
to €29.99 per month. 

Offer not open to previous or existing 
subscribers or their houseliolds. 

Offer subject to conditions. 

Offer closes T 6th November 1 997. 



www.sky.co.uk 


See your nearest parT'UlDS/dng 
Sky reta^er now or oa'? 


Oflv avuYaUe at psrtidpatfng fddkrs onfy wd only toresdeirts of mdnlwd llX or Nortbem IrdamL Sutwribcfs must be 18 yon or oven dlgiUUt^ 
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Serb soldier 
confesses to W3-r 
atrocities 



A Serbian paramilitary fighter 
in the wars in Croatia Md 
P o-ynia has admitted tortur^ 
. aud ywiing up to 80 people, in- 

duding women, and said he cut 

off MusUms’ ears for sale. 

“I am a dead man and ooUh 

ing worse can baj^n to me, 
gl phpdan Misic, a former con- 

vicl, told tbe Serbian newspaper 

Novell Fhoifste- “I ani50y»rs 
old, I am side of lying*" 
Serbia has denied involve- 

ment in the wars in Bosnia a^ 

Croatia after they declared in- 
dependence from the federa- 
tioa in 1992-92. 

Miac's account was tbe first 
rim^. sineg the wais that a Ser- 
bian paramilitary soldier has 
openly admitted to committing 
atrocities to the domestic me- 
dia and public. 

He aid he did not regret his 

actions, except the murders of 
two Mudim womeiL 

‘a would do the same again, 
if something were to break out 

in Kosovo,” be said, referring 
the troubled Albanian-major- 
iQT piovinoe in southern Serbia. 

Asked if be wasn't tired of 
kaiing, he repUed: ‘The biggest 


.-ictnice fe when you kifl fry the 
ftsc time. After that it just ^ 

on its own ... Vou can't undea^ 

stand howit is. It gets mtoyour 

blood, your brain. ^ a dr^ 
You just can’t go without iL . 

He said be volunteered m 
1991 because he “could pot 

bear to see mass crimes agamst 

the Serb populatfoa” and was 
sent to the front line near 
^moovar in Croatia. _• 

The first man Misic said he 

iniiwi was a Croat: “First I wffi 
scared and nauseated, but af- 
ter tvro or three days you get 
ugg ti to everythingr”He said the 
laraest number of people were 
in VUtawar. ‘TheykiDed 
us, we killed tbem.” 

When the war started in 
Bosnia in April 1992 he joined 
local parandiitary umB oper- 
acaig in eastern Bosnia. Th^ 
“cleaned out the Mudim vil- 
lages. one by one”. 

When diort of funds, besaid 
he sold Mudims’ eats to Serbs 

for 50 German maiksapiec& He 

said he alw^ cut off the ears 
petsraially, and always tbe left 

ear. “One ear - oue Musfim,” he 
said. Reuters. Be^rade 


Blair summit call 
for EU reform 


Fresident Jacques Chirac and 
his Socialist Prime Minister, li- 
onel Jospin, arrived last ni^t 
for their “Docklands summit’' 
with Ibny Blair, to be greeted 
by a new British call for sweep- 
ing reform of the European 
Union institutioDS. 

Renmiiag to a theme that 
^laio intends to impint upon 
its forthcoming EU presiden- 
cy, Mr Blair said Europe was 
not functiooing to the benefit 
of its people, and the “neces- 
sary changes” bad to be made 
in its structures. 


We're not creating enough 
jobs, we have to leam to co-op- 
erate better,” he told the 


iFirencb daily Le Monde. 

Mr Chirp's first stops were 
tbe traditional ones of a meet 
ing tbe Queen at Buckingham 
lUace. followed by a dinner at 
10 Downing Street. 


Thereafter, however, tbe 
tempo and the setting change 


completely — to serious talks, 
not in Whitehall but the steel 


and glass modenuqr of Canary 


Whait intended by Mr Blair as 
a riiowcase for the his new and 
youthful Britain. The d^cor, the 
menu, even the views of the 
nearby Millennium Dome rite, 
all seek to convey a vigorous, 
creative country. 

Tbe discusrions themselves 
are expected to be amicable 
enough, especially as the 
French trudt-drivers’ dispute 
seemed last night to be edgpmg 
towartfe settlement. But Mr 
Biair and Gordon Brown, tbe 
Chancellor, will seek assur- 
ances that the plaimed Euro- 


council, informally grouping 
member-countries of the si^e 
currency, will not prove a de- 
vice chat excludes l^lain from 


k (7 Emx^ean deliberations. 

Other topics will be tbe cri 
sis in Iraq ai^ tbe rituation in 
Bosnia. Among the bilateral 


agreements to be signed b one 


for an electronic link-up of 
100 British and Erondi schools, 


and a I^uis memorial to Diana, 
Princess of VlUes. 
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Stronger Saddam 
tests US power in 
the Middle East 


fraq and the UN have 
^ked away from 
^mediate 

^nfrontation over the 
'^erican members of 
tlye UN strategic 
weapons monitoring 
But the longer^ 
t®rm indications are 
gloomy. 

Our correspondent 

f^ports on the latest 
bout between Iraq and 
the US and asks if the 
status quo in the Middle 
East since the end of the 
Gulf war is beginning to 
collapse. 


We have been here before, 
Ctmfronialion between Presi- 
deni Saddam Hussein and the 
outside world has become a 
ritual with familiar props: the 
declaration of defiance the 
Iraqi leader, US threats of mil- 
iiaiy action, manoeuvring at 
the UN, the arrival of breath- 
less CNN correspondents in 
Baghdad. 

WTiy has President Saddam 
chosen this moment fora con- 
(roniation? The immediate rea- 
son was probably Iraq’s hope of 
a split in the United Nations Se- 
curity Council, with Russia. 
France and China unwilling to 
maintain economic sanctions 
forever. They did not go along 
with the United States and 
UK. in wanting to impose travel 
restrictions un Iraq officials in 
retaliation for Iraqi harass- 
ment of the UN Special Com- 
mission (Uaseom) on Iraqi 
weapons of mass destruction. 

But there is more to it than 
this. For seven years Iraq has 
been u nder economic siege, hy 
litically. us Tbny Lake, the for- 
mer US National Security 
Adviser said, the US '*has Sad- 
dam Hussein in a box'’. Does 
he now think he can break out? 
The answer to the question is 
important because American 
domination of the Middle East 
dates from its victory in the Gulf 
war in 1991 and the political iso- 
lation of Iraq. 

Iraq accuses the US, wholly 
supported the UK, of using 
the work of Unscora as an ex- 
cuse to maintain sanctions. 
The US and its allies - and so 
far it has carried the UN Se- 
curity Council with it - say that 
Iraq is still arncealing the re- 
mains of its nuclear, biological 
and chemical warfare pro- 
grammes along with some mis- 
siles to deUver warheads. 

Both are right. Washington 
wants to keep Iraq weak. It 


would like to replace Saddam 
Hussein, but by a coup not a 
revolution. It does not want 
Iraq lo break up, with the ma- 
jority Iraqi Shia community 
siding with Iran and the Iraqi 
Ifords seeking independence. It 
is useful to have Resident Sad- 
dam as a bogeyman to keep 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait firmly 
allied to the US. 

But there is also no doubt 
that Iraq has tried to hide as 


BY PATRICK 
COCKBURN 


much of its strategic weapons 
arsenal as possiUe. In 1995, 130 
gyroscopes and guidance tys- 
tems taken from old Soviet 
SS-18 missiles were mteicq>ted 
at Amman airport on their 
way to Baghdad. Iraq had paid 
$2m for them and their only 
possible purpose is to guide 
long-range missiles. 

The numbers of such 
weapons is unlilcety to be large. 
Toxins like anthrax are not a 
weapon of mass destruction in 
the same sense as a nudear de- 
vice. Iraq successfully fired al- 
Hussein Scud miss iles at Saudi 
Arabia and Israel in the Gulf 
war without benefit to itself. It 
did not dare use the chemical 
and nerve gases it had in stor- 
age during the war because of 
fear of retaliation. 

It is irrational for the Iraqi 
leader to fight so hard to re- 
tain these weqjons, since they 
provide such a handy excuse 
for the US to maintain sanc- 
tions. The mqjlanatloD is prob- 
ably simple megalomania and 
a desire lo show 20 nuUion 
Iraqis and the rest of the world 
that he cannot be pushed 
around. 

His past behaviour proves 
that Saddam Hussein has a 
good, if brutal, understandmg 
of Iraqi politics. It is the in- 
ternational reaction to his 
moves that he miqudges, as 
when he invaded Iran in 1980 
and Kuwait in 1990. 

Preadent Saddam’s wflling- 
ness to stage a confrontatioo 
now also probably reflects con- 
fidence that bis strength is 
growing. He is in a stronger po- 
sition at home than five years 
ago. Last year be successfully 
intervened with his tanks in 
Iraqi Kurdistan and US planes 
did not attack him- The Iraqi 
o]^xsition had to flee the Knr- 
dish mountains. A plot for a 
military . coup in Baghdad 
backed by the CIA odlapsed. 
The family feuding wiuch Idl to 


COHEN FIRES WARNING 
SHOT IN A RMS ROW 


william Cohen, the United 
States Defense Secretary, 
warned Iraq yesterday tlmt it 
is violating United Nations 
Securiw Council resolutions 

bv blocking LIN weapons m- 
sMciora. and said econoin- 
i? or military steps agam^ 

Baghdad might be the r^i. 

^This is not a negotiable 

item." Mr C^***®** 

For the fourth time ye^ 
lerday. Saddam Hus^m 
barred American members 
of an international 
team from «ienng ^ 
countrv to look for 
cal and chemical w^apt^ 
The Iraqi leader claims the 
^ericans are bent on spy- 

'"®Mr Cohen’s statement 
echoed others from UN rf- 

flcials that the Iraqi bkx*^ 

ifSTclear violation of the 
1991 ceasefire accords that 

nSs have charged the 


Iraqis with uIdDg advantage 
of a two-week forced halt in 
weapons inspections to dis- 
able surveillaiice cameras 
and hide key equipment at 
suspected arms sites, and 
Mr Cohen said that Wash- 
ington agrees with tfaoK 
assessments. 

There is sufBdent time to 
consider “a vdiole panoply” 
of steps that m^tbe taken 
'in response to .the Iraqi in- 
transigence. Mr Cohen said. 

Asked whether th^ in- 
cluded US mflitaxy strik^ be 

added: could include 

further economic measure^ 
they could iodudemilitaiy as 

well." Iraqi attempts to sep- 
arate Americans out of the 
UN inspections teams are 

doomed to failure, he added 
“They are not going to be 

able to divide the Umtqd 
States from the Uiuted 

Nations.” 

— AH Wadt'mgton 



lacoste 


the defection,' return and exe- 
cution of General Hussein 
Kamel, his son-in-law, has died 
down for the momenu 

Ihe US position is a lilde 
weaker than it was in the Mid- 
dle East It has failed to push 
Israel to reach an agreement 
with the Palestinians. The Oslo 
accords are in tatters. The 
Arab world is an^ but impo- 
tenL W»tern Europe does not 
support American economic 
sanctions against Iran. 

But the US win fight hard to 
keep its dominance in tiie Mid- 
dle East. This means main- 
taining the status quo of 1991 
and the embaigo on Iraq. The 
rest of the world may be suf- 
fering from ‘‘sanctions fatigue” 
- but not W^hington. And 
neither France, Russia nor 
China wants to confront the US 
on this issue. The latest crisis 
over weapons inspection show 
that President Saddam thinks 
he has a better chance than be- 
fore of breaking the siege of his 
countiy, but be still has a long 
way to go. 



Women hope for food from the Red Crescent in Baghdad. Saddam thinks the weapons crisis will help break the siege of Iraq Photograph: Reuters 




WftSaiGMAOBC&WftMimS 

Up to 60 Id choose from in store 



1100 SPM tfes 
AQUAieUSaUSmiQ IMCHME 
• smniao spin speed • iab wash 
load • Ai|ums Wash System 
Plus - saves watsc etadrldty and 
delMgent 

Model WMG3 nuOURAL LINSW 
£499.99 




PISHVyASHHtS 

up to 25 to choose from bi siDie 


1000 SPM WAWMa UACMIC 
1000 spin speed 
lOtftnsh luad 

icomfaiRatkm 
I wash tenperehse 
Model AWMSZI 

wes £399.99 prmlDUSly £359 J9 


11 pTOTamnac 
ViaiMbla wash ti 




SAVE 'i 

"70 


HOOVER liaOSPHSOFTWMfEWAStERDHVER 
soon lOOsj^ speed 
TOb wash toed 
5b drying toes 
MocMAS^ 

»as{S4a.9e 


li2iniB»aimBaonnii»E 

sau 

'389" 



■ J 




FUUY INSTAUED 
SATEUITE SYSTEM 

WHEN YOU SPEND OVER £199 ON ANYTHING AT COMET* 

Subscribe to any Sky package for 12 months / ~ ^ 

and pay a one-off connection fee of £12. 

Offer is not available to previous or existing 
subscribers and members of their households. 




zAmsa 

FULL SIZE DISHWASHEFI 

• 12 pb:ese4irgs 

• 4 piogramme comtanaiions 

• QiSck wash • Readual Dying 

• Detotgenl reentry system 
Model DVV907. aas £429.99 


1 WMGNiHsiginBasrRsopnoir I 

SJEIS 

' 299 " 



SWE MOWY ON B£CIB> HOlMir^ 



BOSCH FULL SIZE OtSHWASHER 
I?pbce»snr)g9 

5 progr a mme eomfamanons y 
Economy wash 


Model SGSBDS 
was £469.99 





U|pto'25lociiobsefrbnilrr«tan '' 

Cieibi lilBBtEROYttWE 
TUMBLE DRYSI 

• lib Oyfev toed 

• 2 diytag tmpeiMim 

• 120 minutB dmer 
b Reima tinbla addon 
Etodal 37742 
iHB£24aS9 




Up to 123 to deoos* from in store 

n -x . 

aEcrmccoQKBi " 

• atemni ctdoi • Dait:»orar. 

• Ceiarc: hab • GLss doer 

B Easy Clean bKTs 
Modes FOBMU^ 633 GREEN 
was £949.99 



lat 

res 


of 

he 

by 

■as 

:is 

ap 

I't 

1." 


ON MAJOR KlfCHEN APPUANCES 











Crusofer 

lau coiBEHset omst 
1 3to Dying lead capadly 
CondHoer diym - raqums 
no vendngnzo innutB dmer 
Rewne unbie acdon- 
Modd S7667, namaly £39099 




This Bosch v;ashing machine features 'Fuzzy 
Logic technology winch ensures that rinsing 
times and spinning speeds are adjusted 
precisely to the wash load being used 

Pner^U SPIN WASHING 

machine 

“Spin speed selection dial makes this 
a versatile model’’ 





HODGES 

Up to 30 to choose from ftt stovo 

DAEWOO 4,9 GROSS CUJT 
WITH ICE B(8( 
imoeM 

dedeper 

dsre sale £109.90 


st- 



12 M0NIHSMTBSSTRS0PI10N* 


/== 1 

* 99 " 

SAVE 

£60 

|l h""i trl-iTi'i' iEh 




SAVE 

110 



UM ELECTRIC COOKBI 
^^5^ 503mm «ndth 
woM Sodd hot ptoiee 

Modd SI221 BLUE 
was £32998 

S T O V E S 88 GAS COOKER 

SOCtowntMth 

Ot p aa iegrtI 

Ea^ Mean linen / 

GtassiH ' 

ModH MNACHE SODS) WHITE 
wasES499S 


^449*^ 


M COMET 




Cannon^ 


EOOnvnwidlh 
Doitfeoven 
3 dflemrt sees of 
txmer/apm igntoon 
hiodeii0iS36 
was£B99J» 


GAS COOKER 



BUimNCOOKBgS 

Ut» to 38 to diee s o from to store 

■Habakf 

FACtnOBBB 




BROWN BUKMN 
I • BECime DOUBLE OWEN 
Modd B031.WB £50999 
IneanuleESBSg 

• GAS HOB ModW BG1 1, new £149.99 
In^lBra £14999 

• COOKER HOOD was aas9 
tv«l»£Ea99 

AMABABLE n POLM WHUB 


PMOIITHSBIlB tgrnUIU F IMJW 



^SecndfooKi 

11,4 GROSS CUPT 
LARDBI FRIDGE 

4 eheheeAuiamaile debnet 
MedMLFlllD.wBSB4l9S9 

WgmSAFMPGEBRffZBtS 

Utp to 70 to dioeso from to stare 

■Habaine. 

UPMaHTfW 




‘4.SCU.Fr 


• 4 toszereempaimaits 

• AsterlraeBerrMtoa 

• FastfteesetaoBty 

• Rwenbledoor 
ModM RZeSR was £329.99 


150 



1 67 GROSS CUfTFREIQBHIfcfcZISR 
5Z ciLfl graee fridge eapeijy 



I The unique design of the Hotpoint Mistral gives 
I you an extra cubic toot ot storage space, so there 
' more room tor all your rood this Christmas 

I luLpulnt 12.OCROS3CU.pt 
FROST-FREE FRIDGE FREEZER 

"Spacious and versatile 

• -.0 clj.t: ores; ireeier caoaci'\' 

to • • • • . 



1719 " 

I L - -JggBgW/i 

itasuBimruai mbj mi lati j7* 

MICROWWVES 

Up to 40 to diooaofrofn to store 

fgjwjjjjjf jnSivBSjmijro 

TO UCH cowmoL 
GRU-HBcnownyE 

• 860 wMts EC • 03 cuJt B^Kdy 

• 6 power tewto • 1200 walb grfH 
ModMDLGS 

was E2BgS9 irvston £169.99 


Ir^ 



■ms* 


R yew buy oqr pmduM tom 4 
Em wMdn 14 dqn tod to 

SOW obr M Isedfr er a 

luwMprieAwVlwtort^ retold 

toiBliiatoHigWOF 

IWr DfTGRB4C& tok h Mem 
iviMdeA. 

Ov54herVUantamybnc^ 

ipedeLBaridee^veigyea 

peats efnin4ffaitBr 

Syeenyeudorflnidma 

didn you flei gWyeur 

warantynBoqrbodtiaU 

AikirisleisfarMAldL 





HALF 

PRICE 


I B JOnJtl SW E TO COiW C T J y 



I 
1 

aoeew wed uMi ia.ii.97< 

BLUE TOUCH CONTROL MICROWAVE 
TEOwatlaEC • 

OS caft eepoMty / 

lOpowortowMe / 

Model ST22 BL, was £94.99 ^ * 
pnMoualy eia9£9, £99.99 
liMtmE8999 

Panason ic 

BOOwalBeC 
1.1 caRcapaMiy 
SpowtolsMle 
1500watb9il 
ModMNNC877 

wes £319.99 pmrtciBiy £329.98 


CCMAET IS THE HGGEST OUT-OF-TOWN ELECTRICAL RE1AI1BL 
SO THBtES BOUPO TO BE A STORE liRAR YOU 

rui liiii4ili M »>lBliaii|ilin n B lron — -*******-****^^ '****** Tirr iTBh M f ni — -mml m nl i . 


— I • ■ » n— -■^- fciwi iiii e iiiiiretaweMWf* *itoe t wiea«rd ^MML a iiH»iailg .WMiie«qrw<lwd>imMia«i>,^wwjttfc „ 

■■ ti iT "rtim 1=— — 3010 mama Mia RfceuntfrtMWBmogniHWBBielawBBiwBiiiijJ. 



V 
















THE I 
FRID/ 
7 NO* 



lOy one of 
Jupiter's 
moons (right), 
photographed 
in April by the 
Galileo O’^ft, 
and again five 
months later 
(centre) 
showringagrey 
^>o^ 250 mHes 
across, of new 
lava, meaning 
that lo could 
in theory 
harbour life 
(Photos Nasa) 
unlike a black 
hole (fer right) 
whose massive 
spinning forces 
distort ^>ace 
and even time 
Artist's 
representation: 
Joe Bergeron/Siy 
and Tefescope 
Magazine 
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Einstein 
passes black 
hole test 


Albert Einstein'5 general 
theory of relativity Is 
81 years del - but 
astronomers are still 
finding experiments 
wajra to test it. TYie 
latest, from d>servations 
of five ginning black 
holes, demonstrates that 
one of the majo^ pieces 
of scientific thinking of 
this century is correct. 
Otarhs ArOiur, Science 
Editor, explains; 

Observations have coafirmed 
an esseaiial tenet of Albeit Ein- 
stein's general theory of rela- 
tivity - that huge, spuming 
objects ‘'drag" space and time 
around them, distorting the 
fabric of (he universe. 

A team at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology (MXn 
announced yesterday that it 
has found evidence of ‘^fnime 
dragging'', as the phenome- 
non is called, around five spin- 
ning black holes in our galm^. 

Einstein's theory suggests 
that any object distorts space 
and lime around it, rather like 
a ball bearing placed on a 
stretched rubber sheeL Central 
to this theory is the idea that any 
observer moving at a constant 
vcloci^ will have a self-consis- 
tent "frame of reference". So 
someeme travelliqg almost at the 
speed of light will find that his 
watch runs normally and li^t 
travels at the normal 186,000 
miles per second. But someone 
at conq»red to the traveller 

will observe that the traveller’s 
n^tch seems to run more slow- 
ly, and that the traveller (and 
watch) are far more massive 
than those at rest But light still 
travels at 186,000 miles per 
I second. 

These frames of reference 
can be distorted; near very 
massive objects, time and space 


do not behave as predict^Iy 
they do in deep, empty ^pa^ 
A spinning object will drag 
space and time around with it, 
like a tornado, and this would 
aflecttiiQse frames of reference. 

Thus the pbencanenon is caQed 
"frame dr^ging'’. 

The mfonriation is not di- 
rectly usefril, althou^ some 
theoretidans have suggested 
that spinning blade boles might 
open the way to some form of 
time travel 

Tho ugh tbe phenomenon 

was first predicCed in 191^ it has 
taken nearly 70 yaais to be con- 
firmed. First sdentists bad to 
demonstrate how objects mas- 
sive enough to cause such a 
change could exist in our 
gpiaity, then find them, and fi- 
nally find evidence that backs 
up the theoretical predictioD. 

The esisieace of massive 
Mack holes -objects that exert 
such a strong gravitational pull 
that not even tight can escape 
them - has been shown by a 
□umber of astrononucal ob- 
servations, though nobody has 
ever seen one directly. 

The MIT team us^ obser-' 
vations from five black boles 
which pun in material from a 
nei ghb ouring star. The mater- 
ial forms an "accretioo disc" 
around tbe fcdack bole, then as 
it falls into it, he^ up and gives 
off X-rays. 

It was these X-rays that the 
team measured to determine 
the existenoe fiame^iiaggiiig. 
Dr Wei Cui, head of the team, 
told the American Astronom- 
ical Sodety at a meeting in 
Colorado yesterday that pre- 
dictions showed that the mat- 
ter in the accretion disc should 
wobble - "much as a diild's top 
wobbles when it slows down". 

Dr Oii then deduced that 
this wobbling is evidence of 
frame-dirag^ng: "the matter's 
orbit can only wdsbie if tbe 
Space and time in which it ex- 
ists are being dragged," he 
said. 
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Flowing carpets 
keep Sun warm 


•I 


A5S-yearH3ld inysteiy about the 
temperanire of tbe Sun’s coro- 
na - the outermost layer, visi- 
ble during a solar edrpse - has 
been solved by a European 
Space Agency (ESA) space- 
craft. The answer, it turns out. 
is that the Sun is covered in 
carpets. 

They are not physical car- 
pets. Instead, they consist of 
moving waves of magnetism 
which cany more energy thnn 
a hydroelectric plant could 
generate in a million years. 

For years, sdentists have 
known that the corona has a 
temperature of millions of de- 
grees. Yet die viable surface of 
the 'Sun is relatively cold, at 
about 6,U00 dt^ees centigrade. 

Since it is physically impos- 
sible in a dosed system for ther- 
mal energy to be transferred 
from the cool surface to the hot- 
ter one. scientists have long the- 
orUud that some form of 
electromagnetic activity was 


causing the necessary energy 
movemenl • 

The Solar and Heliospheric 
Observatory (Soho ) spacecraft, 
run by ESA and the US space 
agency Nasa, has discovered 
that there are huge "carpets" 
consisting of loops of chM- ged 
(and hence magnetic) particles 
flowing across the Sun’s surface. 

Wbete the carpets meet (hey 
produce “short circuits" whidr 
flow upwards into the corona 
and heat it to its multi-million 




degree temperature. 
collected by Soho sliow tbe tot 
gases of tbe corona reacting as 
the shifting magnetic fields on 
the surface move and develop. 

“We found that after a tyi^ 
ical small magnetic loop 
emei^^sd, it fragments and drifls 
around and then disappears in 
only 40 hours," said Alan 11116 
of the Stanford-Lockbeed Ir^ 
stitule for Space Research in' 
Palo Alto, Cidifomia, 

— Charles- Arthur 
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Clean sweep: Martin Bell (left), who successfully stood as an anti-corruption candidate, squares up to Ne9 Hamilton and his wife, Christine, before the general election Photograph: Reuters 


Standards body racked by Hamilton squabbles 


Neil Hamilton's bid to clear 
himself of 'cash for questions* 
allegations ended in disarray 
yesterday when a committee of 
HPs failed to agree on the charge. 
~hus a new system of self- 


. tegulation for Parliaunent fell at 
first big hurdle. Firan Abrams and 


fim Sengupta examine the details. 


Vo members of Parliament’s standards 
ammiiiee went on the offensive last night 
a the>' dissociated themselves from its 
ladings on the Neil Hamilton case. The 
ommitlee's response to Sir Gordon 
)owncy ‘s corruption inquiiy was the first 
Sg test of the conunisioner's new role in 
ickling sleaze. 

Despite the rift, the committee agreed 
\T Hamilton's conduct “adds up to a ca- 
uaJness bordering on indifference or con- 
;mpi towards the rules of the House on 
isclosune of interests". But Toiy MPs Ann 
Viddtjcombe and C?uentin Davies said Mr 
lamilton had been left in limbo, neither 


guil^ nor ionoceoL after a row over 
whether he should have had a right of ap- 
peal. Mr Davies said the public would now 
never know the truth. 

InJuly.SirGardooreportedthathebe- 
liei«d the fooner minismr took money foxn 
Mohamed Ai Riyed without declaring it in 
the register of members’ inieresls. Mr 
Davies said MPs should be aUe to regu- 
late their own affairs but in this case had 
failed to do so. The whole process had been 
“shambolic". 

**nua is an appalling abdication of the 
fundamental re^n^ility of the com- 
mittee to hear an ay^ieal properly and to 
come to a oonclusoo," he smd. Miss Wd- 
decombe abstained in a final vote on the 
report, whfle Mr Davies voted a^inst it 
She said Mr Hamilton should have been 
given a r^t of ay^ieaL ‘'What we have ac- 
tually done is to Irave the man on the cru- 
cial issue, the one on w4iidi be has suffered 
the most public vilification, without ai^ ver- 
chd at an and with no ri^ of appeal 1 tlmk 
that is not compatible with nab^ justice." 

The comminee's report revealed how 
hopelestiy the Mft had been on bow 

to respond to Sir Gordon’s finding^. 


THE OFFICIAL VERDICT 


The comminee’s crucial finding was on the issue of whether Neil Hamilton took 
£28.000 In cash and Harrods vouchers frmn Mohamed AI Fayed in remm for asking 
parliamentary questions - on which Sir Gordon Down^ found “compellii^ 
evidence of guilt. 

The MPs could not agree on this, and reported that they “did not arrive at a 
practicable ctf reaching a judgement whkh adds to or subtracts from the 
Commissioner^ finding." Th^ did agree tint “Mr Ham/fton^ conduct foil seriously 
and perssDendy below" standards expected of MPs. hiad he not lost his seat In May 
he would have be&i suspended for a substantial period. 

Auctions admitted by Mr Hamilton, including undeclared hospitality at The Ritz 
Hotel and at Balrngown Castle - both owned bf Mr F^ned - would have been 
sufficient to warrarrc this. 

The committee dlsap'eed on whether there should be a right of appeal and will 
examine the matter further. 


Four out of the 10 agreed that the com- 
mitlee's owo procedures were “unsatis- 
factoiy”. Almost the only issue on whkfa 
there was not a split vote was a ciucial sen- 
tence stating that they could not find a way 
to judge Sir Gordon’s finding on the cash- 
for-questions auction. 


Bui Mr HamiltoD claimed that be bad 
been cleared of the most serious charges. 
It was, be said, akin to “the difference be- 
tween murder and a parking offence". 

“There is an awfully big difference be- 
tween corruption and a failnre to declare 
interests. I do acknovriei^ there have been 


some errors of judgement on my part and 
mtQtn/frrgoinriing of the rules. 1 lefuse 
to accept allegations of disfionesQ'.” 

The former Toiy MP continue± “It is 
a gross dereliction for the committee to 
brush this matter under the carpet on the 
grounds that they have neither the time nor 
the mdinaiion, nor perhaps the ability, to 
resolve these unresolved matters." 

Lord Nolan, whose report on standards 
in public life led to the settii^ up of the 
commitlee three years ago, said in a radio 
interview that be had recommended a right 
of appeal. “They have devolved more re- 
sporu^bility on Sir Gordon Downey for the 
purposes of the Neil HamOton case than 
we envisaged. Why tb^ did that, 1 do not 
know," he said. 

Charles Kennedy, the only Liberal De- 
mocrat member of the committee, said he 
believed the system of pariiameniaiy self- 
regulation did not work, and that there 
should either be a form of judicial iiuiuiiy 
ora process similar to the cnminal courts. 

“The report is a damning mdictmenl of 
an iodividiial, although the issue itself re- 
mains finistratingty unresolved to my own 
satisfaction." he said. 


Nolan reign 
ends on 
sour note 


A row over the Govemmentis 
decision to mcempt Formula 
One from its tobacco 
sponsorship ban escalated 
yesterday amid revelations 
that the husband of tiie 
health minister, Tessa Jowell, 
had links with the sport, y^d, 
Fran Abrams reports. Lord 
Nolan became embroiled in 
the controversy. 


Lord Nolan’s spell as anii-sieaze 
watchdog ended in controversy yes- 
terday after he told MPs that news- 
paper c]am).<i that he had been 
consulted on the best way forward for 
Ibssa Jowell was untrue. 

Lord Nolan, wto was at a valedic^ 
toiy meeting with the Commons Pub- 
lic Administration Committee before 
his retirement this week, said he had 
not received any letters from the min- 
ister or her offirc. If be had, he would 
have sent a standard repb^ saying he did 
not deal with individua] cases. 

“1 have asked our secretary to get 
on to Ms Jowell’s office and find out 
what the source of this is. If the sto- 
ly is that she sought my advi^ ... she 
certainly hasn’t received it," he said. 

He added that the issue of guid- 
ance for minuters should be looked 
at by the Committee on Standards in 
Public Life under his successor, Sir 
Patrick Neill. 

Later the Department of Health 
clarified its earlier statement by say- 
ing that Ms Jowell had written to the 
Cabinet Secretary. Sir Rc^in Butler, 
in June explaining what action she had 
taken to ensure ihere was no conflict 
of interest. That correspondence had 
been copied to Lord Nolan, it said. 

The row* blew* up after the Hnan- 
dal Times reported that Ms Jowell’s 
husband. David Mills, had been a non- 
executive director of Benetton For- 
mula. which lakes tobacco 
sponsorship. He resigned shortly 
after the general election because he 
retrognised the potential conflict of 
inieresi with his wife’s role as minis- 
ter for health. Although he still takes 
legal work from the coropai^. be now 
refuses to act in any cases 
relating to tobacco sponsorship. 

The Tories’ health spokesman, 
John Maples, seized on the rwclation. 
saying be felt that In this case there 
had been a hint of impropriety. 

But Ms Jowell said; “1 hav« taken 
the greatest possible care to make sure 
that at every stage there is no possi- 
ble conflict of interesL I have taken 
advice and 1 have acted on that 
advice. I think that any suggestion of 
any impropriety is deeply offensive." 


I 


Resist the Labour 
bias, Heseltine 
tells civil servants 


:ivii servants are being 
omipted by the 
government^ 
lolitical propaganda 
nachine, Michael 
•leseftine said yesterday- 
jithony Bevins, Political 
Editor, reports on a call 
o arms. 


;ir Robin Butler, head of the 

Jome Civil Service, and the 
Trsi Division Assodalion of ^ 
lior civil servunis f 
■with aU their might ® 

, Kempt to poUiicise Wfow- 
jafl, the former deputy prune 
ninister said yesterday. 

Soeaking at a London con- 
ere^wcmpuKlisliiog- 

-^fonDation officer 

tle careless on 

hall infonnaiion 

of hb working week^ 
past 18 v’ears, and he ^ 
-There was the ^ 

dersianding that their 
to present factual answers or 

'”‘i^^«rnol.bere.osd- 

.«,^renhaace.^einu:|^ 

defence 


he said, and, when it did. Con- 
servative Central Office pro- 
vided an excellent conduit to 
the media. 

But Mr Heseltine said: “I 
deeply distrust any attempt 
DOW to Mur the dear distmedon 
that used to exist 

■TTiere can be only one pur- 
pose behind the Labour Gov- 
ernment’s determination to 
politicise the Government In- 
formation Service," he added. 
-That purpose is to use their 
press offic^ to distribute pro- 
paganda as opposed to infor- 
mation. 

“It is a corrupting proc^ 
that will inevitably draw the civ- 
il service deeply into party pol- 
itics. It is not possible to draw 
a line in the sand between the 
civil servants who would woA 
for this new breed of party 
backs and the hacks them- 
selves." ^ 

Mr Heseltine warned that 
the process would stimulate 
leaks, and bring an inevitable 
retaliatory backlash firom the 
next Toiy govemmenL 

•Tliis unwelcome and divi- 
sive process voU encour^ civ- 

fl servants unsympathetic to the 
goveranuint to leak contrary in- 
formation to baUnce the 
books." be said. 

"It will encourage any sub- 
sequent government to de- 
mand the resignation of men 
and women known to have 
been sympathetic to the out- 
going regime. 

“It will bring mto question 
tbe tradhkmal mdepeudence of 
the Ovil Service, particularly a! 

election times." 


Campaigners back 
animal test ban 



FareweO to death raw: Arwrads will be sawed from 

testing for cosmetic products 


CampaigDeis yesterday wel- 
comed the end of animal 
esqperimeois to test cosmet- 
ic products. The move was 
seen as an important step, 
even ib mi gh it will only save 
about a tenth of the 2,800 an- 
imals killed each year to test 
cosmetics. 

The ban, aonounced yes- 
terday by Lord WQliams. the 
Ifome Cfffioe minister, wiQ at 
this stage only cover the 
testing of finished products, 
rather than the ingreditets 
that make up the vast bulk of 
the experiments. 

Hus decision, which was 
first revealed in Tke Inde- 
pendent on Wednesday, fol- 
lows a dramatic about-tum 
by the Goveimnentvriio just 

two weeks ago said that cos- 
metic t esting would have to 
continue, despite gzvisg an 
election pledge to outlaw iL 


Lord 'WiOiams said yes- 
terday that his officials had 
contacted the three research 
companies carrying out cos- 
metic testing and they bad 

agreed to stop. They wQ] DOW 
examine which ingredients 
used exclusively in cosmetics 
can also be harmed. 

In addition, 19300 mice 
could be saved next year 
when the Government in- 
tends to ban them from be- 
ing infected with diseases to 
produce vaccines. 

' Cosmetic testing only 
makes up a tiny fraction of 
the 2.7 million anfmal ex- 
periments carried out for 
medical reasons each year. 

Anita Roddit^ founder 
of the Body Shop, said: 'At 
last we can celebrate a ^eat 
first step after 2i years of 
campaigning." 

— /oson Bennetto 


Clarke, Kinnock 
and Jenkins raise 
the euro banner 


Kenneth Clarke, Neil 
Kinnock and Lord 
jenldns yesterday joined 
forces to support the 
Euro, CoHn finnvn, Chief 
Political Correspondent, 
says the cross-party 
ain^ce could be storing 
up trouble for William 
Hague. 


The heavyweight trio of the for- 
mer Ibry Chancellor, Kenneth 
Clacke, the European Com- 
misaoaer and former Labour 
leader, Neil grnnnrit, and Lord 
Jenkins, the Liberal Democrat 
leader in the House of Lords, 
yesterday joined forces to pro- 
mote a cross-party alliance in 
support of a pro-European 
campaign, including the single 
currency. 

The three were made vice- 
presideots of the Hiropean 
Movement, a cross-party 
grouping which includes back- 
bench MK from the three 
mam parties and is dedicated 
to promoting Britain’s interests 
in Europe. 

Mr Clarke made a raliying 
call to other pro-Europeans 
across Britain to join the cam- 
paign. It came as be told a Lon- 
don conference of pro- 
European 'Ibiy MPs that the 
ConsOTvative Party should not 
lurch towards “more ftmda- 
mentalist" policies in a bid to 
distinguish hself from Labour. 

He said the Covenimeni 
bad made a series of mistakes 
oa economic polity and said the 


Tories needed to re-establisb 
themselves as the party of mar- 
ket economics. 

Leaders of Conservative 
Mainstream strongly denied 
their conference was the be- 
ginning of a “party within a par- 
ty" to challenge the more 
Euro-sceptic leadership of 
WlUiam Hague. 

Tbere were also concerted 
efforts to damp down specula- 
tion of a break-away a re- 
bellion next week by pio-Toiy 
Europeans when the party 
leadership has insisted on a 
three-lme whip to vote against 
the Government on the Ams- 
terdam treaty. 

The Positive European 
group, led fay Peter Temple- 
' Morris, the Tory MPn4ionear- 
ty defected to Labour, have 
decided as a group to back 

Mr Hague in voting agamst the 
Government, although some 
Conservative MPs may ■stfll 
abstain. 

Tfrat could avoid a con- 
frontation with the 'Ibry lead- 
ership, and talk of Tory MPs 
losing the whip for refusing to 
vote with Mr Hague was be ing 
dismissed last night at West- 
minster. 

However, the determina- 
tion of the group to challenge 
the leadership lim on Europe 
was reaffirmed by Lord Howe, 
another former Chancellor. He 
attacked Mr Hague's rejection 
of the sin^ currency for 10 
years as a “purpose-free piece 

ideolo^t^ posturing" ^ch 
was neitber in Britain's na- 
tional interest nor in the inter- 
ests of the Conservative Party. 



This winter may prove to have devastating consequences for the 
people of North Korea. For the third consecutive year, a combination of 
floods and drought has mined harvests and destroyed homes. In parts 
of the country, children are already having to live on a diet of tree bark 
and roots. Without urgent help, many wrill not sur\-ive the bitter cold 
of the North Korean winter. 


You can do someUiing to prevent huge numbers of children suffering. 
Just £26 couM feed a fomily of four for two whole months. 
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British Bed Cross 

CariTig/arpectpfe in crisis 


RrSMoniauByNa StDSf* 


Please call now witli your credit card donation. 


0171 201 5040 
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Sir Isaiah Berlin 


Isaiah BerGn, phflosopher and 
historian of ideas: bom Riga, 
Latria 6 June 1909; Lecturer, New 
College, Oxford 1932-38, Fellow 
1938-SO; Fellow, Ail Souls College, 
Oxford 1932-38, I9S0-M. I97S-97; 
CBE 1946; Chicfiele Professor of 
Social and Political Theory, 
Oxford University l9Sr-47; RA 
1957; Kt 1957; Vke-Presid^ 
British Academy I9S9-6I, 
Preddent 1974-^ President of 
Wolfeon College, Oxford 1966-75; 
Prof^sor of HumanMes, Gcy 
University of New York 1966-71; 
OM 1971; married 19S6 Aline 
Halban (n6e de Gunzbour^ three 
stepsons); died Oxford 5 
Novembtf 1997. 


ls»ah Berlin was one of the most re- 
markable men of bis time, and one 
of the leading liberal thinkers of the 
ceniur>’. Philosopher, political the- 
orist, historian of ideas: Russian, 
Englishman. Jew; essa)isl, critic, 
icacben he was a man ^ formida- 
ble inieUcctual ponvr with a rare 
for understanding a wide range of 
human motives, hopes and fears, 
and a pitidigiousiy cncfgctic capacity 
for enjoyment - of life, of people 
in all (heir varici}'. of their ideas 
and idio^crasies. of literature, of 
music, of art. 

His defence and reftncraent of 
what he saw as ihe most essential 
conception of freedom has actuesed 
classic status, and the presence and 
charancr of this concepdon in the 
modem mind is due in no small mea- 
sure to him. He also identified and 
developed, with coosidcrabie orig- 
inality'. a pluralist view of ultimate fau- 
raun ideals that supports h& liberal 
stance, and deserves to become just 
as deeply embedded in our outlook. 

In contrast to the great majori- 
ty of ideologies and creeds, he ar- 
gued that not aJ] values can be jointly 
realised in one life, or in a sin^e so- 
ciety or period of history, and that 
many ideals cannot ev'cn be com- 
pared on a eoromoQ scale; so that 
there can be no objective rank- 
ing of ends, no uniquely right set of 
principles by which to live. 

From this it follows not only that 
people should be free (within the 
enictai but nithcT broad limits set by 
the demands of sheer humanity), 
both indnidualiy and collectively, to 
adopt their own guiding priorities 
and visions of life: but also, perhaps 
more radically, that a perfect, fric- 
Uonless society, as well as being im- 
possible in practice, is in principle 
jncohereni as an ideal. Insights of 
this kind may seem unstartiiag to 
some today, but this. Bcriin main- 
tained. is a more recent. less wide- 
spread and less secure development 
than might be supposed; it is also 
a beneficent one. and may be laid 
partly at his door. 

Like other great men he was a 
cataljst of excellence. Those who 
have had the good fortune to know 
him can testily to the sirikingN' pos- 
itive, enlar^g. warming experi- 
ence of being in his company and 
listening to his irrepressible flow of 
capiivaiing talk. He w'as legendary 
asa talker both forhstmilaUe ra{^ 
syllable-swallowing diction and for 
his iaimitable range - he was aston- 
ishingly widely read in a number of 
languages, he knew (and deeply in- 
Ducnccd) a great many prominent 
men and women in Ei^and and 
elsewhere, and he peppered his con- 
veisation and writings wiib a bewil- 
dering cascade of names. iThis was 
not oame-dro^Mng; the names were 
a shorthand for their bearers' ideas.) 

Though be spent his whole pro- 
fessional life, ap^ from his war ser- 
vice. as an Oxford academic, he did 
not suffer from parochialism, and 
moved with equal ease in the many 
worids he inhabited, often simulta- 
neous. surviving after day, with- 
out flagging, a punishing schedule 
ofeommitmemsand dK’ersions. He 
lectured to learned and distin- 
guished audicnees in many countries, 
talked to undergraduate societies 
(not only in Oxford), colleges of ed- 
ucation and sixth forms, and gave 
generously of his time to the grow- 
ing number of those who made de- 
mands on it: former students with 
problems, scholars studying his 
work, strangers who sought his 
advice or help in connection with 
projects of their own. 

He was often beard on the radio. 


cspedaBy the Third Pmg famiw!^ and 
gave numerous interviews, particu- 
larly to foreign journalists. He pos- 
itively relished what others -would 
have found intolerable pressures 
and, though be was perfect^ serious 
when the occasion demanded, 
biou^t a sometimes im piidi sp-ngf pf 

fon to cveiythingthaLhe undertook. 

He was noL and would not have 
wished to be, any kind of sainL but 
he had in abundance vriiac he 
in others '^rnmal diann”. This qual- 
ity was particularly strikmg in his 
manner of ootwersation, wfaidi could 
unsettle those new to iL He did not 
stick to the pornL but would sit bade, 
took up, and follow his interest 
where it (ed, happfly dlgr^anri E. di- 
gressing from digr^ons, and un- 
ceremonious returning to the topic 
of his own previous remarks, or 
cbangjng the sutgeci, apparaotfy 
oblMous of what his interlocutor 
may have been ssqriiig, even at some 
length, in the interim. 

This last idiosyncra^ might have 
seemed impolite in other 
in him it was dearly unselfcoa- 
sciaus, and demonstrated hu ab- 
sorption in the issue before his 
mind, which he would pursue almost 
pla>'fully, often in odd Erections. Al- 
though talking to him mad?- one’s 
mind race, it could be infuriating jf 
one wanted to sort out some prob- 
lem and come to a dear condudpn, 
and be was not ahv^ an attentive . 
listener - sometimes because be had 
a shrewd idea of what one was 
going to say befoie one bad said iL 

He had no taste for poiely ver- 
bal word-play, but his wit, in the 
wider sense, was matchless. He 
could be bewilderingiy quick on the 
uptake, and equally quidt with an Q- 
luminating repose. He was re- 
freshingly direct and, for a man of 
bis generation, unusually open: he 
made the obsessive draun^)ect}oa of 
some parts of the Oxford est^lish- 
ment seem mean and life-denying by 
comparison. Gossip and an^ote 
abounded, but not malevolently: 
indeed, he was virtually incapable of 
innuendo, and did not seek to score 
points. Even when he propounded 
an unfavourable view of someone, 
it could seem more like a move in 
a game than a damning judgensent. 

He loved ranking people, and 
sorting them into typ^: most fe- 
mously, hedgehogs and foxes - 
those in the grip of a single, oli- 
embracing vision as i^nst those 
who are more receptive to varions- 
ness. Indeed, his taste for light- 
hearted categorisation was an in- 
formal manifestation of his abilily m 
extract and display the essence of a 
person or a difficult writer. 

As a lecturer he had complete 
command Of bis material, and was 
^llbinding to listen to (fortunate- 
ly several of bis lectures were record- 
ed, and can be heard at the National 
Sound Archive). He was coosdousiy 
but not s^-coosdously Jewish, and 
a lifelong Zionist: his views count- 
ed for a good deal in Israel. He was 
a director of Covent Garden and a 
devoted opera-gpei; he was a trustee 
of the National Gallery. He did not 
lack recognitioD -a knlghtbood, the 
OM. many honorary doctorates, 
the Mellon LecturesUp, the Rresi- 
dency of the British Arademy. the 
Jeru^em, Erasmus, Agnelli and 
Uppincott Prizes - but always pro- 
tested that he was being ^ven more 
than his due, that his achievements 
bad been ^ematically overesti- 
mated. He was larger than life, en- 
tirely sui generis, a phenomenon, 
irreplaceable. 

Isniah Berlin was boiD in 1909 to 
Russian-speaking Jewish parents in 
Riga, capital of Lat^a. His father, 
Mendel, owned a timber bu^ess 
(chiefly providing sleepers for the 
Russian railways); he and his wife 
Marie were lively, cultured people, 
enlbiislastically interested in the 
arts. They bequeathed their enthu- 
siasm in full measure to their only 
suTviviag child, whose love of mu- 
sic in particular, esperiaily but by no 
means only opera, was a thread of 
deep and growing importance to 
him which ran through his life from 
boyhood onwards. 

Id 1915 the German arn^ was 
closing on Riga, and the ^rlins 
moved to Ru^a. Tb^ lived first in 
Andreapol, then, from 1917. in Pet- 
rograd, nhete in that year Ismab wit- 
nessed both the Social-Democratic 



Berlin painted by Derek HHl, 1973. ’Probably my most enjoyable sittings,’ said Hill to Grey Gowrie 
(Derek Hi/k an oppreefotfon. Quartet Books, 1987), Svere with Sir Isaiah Berlin . . . Conversations 
ranged from theatre in Russia In the Thirtte to life with Bernard Berenson interspersed with: 
**Naw do I have my right leg ov^ nny left leg or my left leg over my right leg?** * 


and the Bolshevik Revolutions. On 
one ooca»OQ he saw a terrified, 
white-faced man being dragged and 
kicked chrougfa the streets by a 
mob; this was a formative £3q)erieooe 
which left him mth an ineradicable 
loathing ofany form of violence. In 
192Q the Ber&is returned to Latvia, 
under a trea^ with the Communists, 
and Mendd dedded to move to Eng- 
land. where he bad friends and 
budness connections. 

Arriving in early 1921, they lived 
first in Suibiton, then in London, in 
Kensington. After prep school Isa- 
iah went to St I^ul'h and. without 
ever losing toudi with his Russian 
or Jewish identities, continued a 
thoroughgoiiig process of Anglid- 
satioD that enabled him to become 
a pFominent figure in the English 
culture of his d^. 

In 1928 he went up as a scholar 
to Corpus Christi College, Oxford. 
He look Firsts in Greats and PPE 
in 1931 and 1932. Thereafter he was 
interviewed (unsuccessfully) for the 
Afanches/er Guardian and started to 
read for the Bar; but Ridiard Crisss- 
man, then a don at New College, 
g^ve bim bis first post, as a lectur- 
er in philosofd^. Ahnest immedi- 
ately he was also elected to a 
fellowship at All Souls which ran 
coocunentty with his lecturesh^ un- ' 
til 1938, when he became a FeVaw 
of New College. It was during this 
Gist sped at All Souls that he wrote 
his brilliant biographical stuchr of 
Marx {Kari Marx his l^e and envi- 
ronmeni, 1939) for the Home Uni- 
verri^ library: irooicalh' be was 
no the editors' first choice 

for the job. 


During the eariy years of the Sec- 
ond World Vhr, BctIui continued to 
teach. Then, in 1941-, he was sent to 
New York by the Minisby of Infor- 
matum. In 1942 he was transferred 
to the fforeign Office, which he 
served until 1946 (apart from a few 
•months in Moscow) at the British 
Embas^ in ^^hington as head of 
a team charged mth reporting the 
phangtng political mood of the Doit- 
ed States. The despatches sent to 
Whitehall from Washington, not in 
his name but mostly drafted 
him, attracted the attentioo of Win- 
ston ChurduU, and have long had a 
reputation for their brilliance; a se- 
lection was published (as Wisfi^- 
ton Despatches 1941-1^5, edited by 
H.G. Nicholas) in 1981. 

Berlin has written most engag- 
ingly about aspects of these years: 
in particular, his d^criptions of his 
meetings in Rusaa with Boris Rister- 
nak, Anna Akhmatova and other 
writers are e:Ureinety moving. Hiseu- 
oounter with Anna Akhmatova had 
an espedaUy profound eSect on hum 
and the many passages about bim in 
Akhmatova's poems bear witness to 
its fundament^ significance for her. 
'*Hc will not be a beloved husband 
to me / But what we accomplish, he 
and I. / Will disturb the Twenricth 
Centuiy”: she was convinced that 
there was a direct link between Stal- 
in’sreactiontothciritteetingui 1945 
and the be^nning of (be Cold Wir 
in 1946. 

By the end of the war Berlin had 
decided that be wanted to gjve up 
philosophy for the history of Ideas, 
“a field in which one could hope to 
know more at the end of one's life 


than when one had begun**. In 1950, 
with this in view, he returned to All 
Souls, where in 1957 he was elect- 
ed lo tte Chichele diair of Social and 
Political Theoiy hi succesnon to 
G J>.R Cde. His inaugural lecture, 
Tkio Concepts ofLib&ty, is his best- 
imown and roost influent^ work, in 
wiuch with great pasrion and siti?tlety 
he stands up for ‘'negative'' liber^ 
- freedom from obstruction oth- 
ers. freedom to foQow one's own 
choices - and shows bow easily 
''positive" liberty, the (desirable) 
freedom of self-mastery, is pervert- 
ed into the 'Thsedom” to achieve 
“self-realisatioa'' according to cri- 
teria laid down and oilen forcibly im- 
posed by self-appointed arbiters of 
the true ends of buman life. 

His account has remained an in- 
dispensablc reference-point for 
thought about freedom ever since, 
and permeates all informed discus- 
sion of the subject; nevertheless, 
perhaps partly because of the 
unassertive and deliberately un^- 
tematic nature of his ideas, and his 
rejection of panaceas of any land, he 
did not (to his relief) in any narrow 
sense acquire disciples or found a 
school of thought. 

The year before tus election to 
the chair, abandoning his a{^)arentJy 
settled bachelor existence, he had 
married Aline Halhao (daughter of 
the eminent European banker 
Pierre de Gunzbouig). perfectly 
described by Lord Goodman as “a 
lady of grace and distinction". In his 
late forties be had found the pan- 
nerwho would be the linchpin of lus 
life frnm that time onwards; nnrf, in 
his three stepsons (he bad no cbil- 


dren of his own), a mutually de^ 
ed fawHy - He always recommended 

marriage to others. 

In 1966 Berlin became the first 
President of the newly founded Ox- 
ford graduate college, Wolfson, «- 
lin quighirtg bis ptofessoisbip the 
following year. Wolferai College, 
where be remained until his **rc- 
titement** in 1975, came into exjs- 
in its present fonn and nnder 
its present name (it began as 

College) only as a resuh of ^ e^ 

cacy as fund-raiser and charismatic 
inspirer of new institutional forms, 
traditions and loyalties. The gen- 
erosi^ of the Wolfson and Ford 

RMindations in funding the building 

qnrt endowment of the college was 
in direct te^nse to his personal 
iswlvemeoL 

Wolfson apart, Berlin's chief 
legacy to the future is what he 
wrote: a large, enonhou^ varied 

fSiAT? of umnistakaNe style and pen- 
etration. In his own, reasonable, ^ 

timation Ws most important wik is 
represented by his exjrioratioo of 
four fields of enquiry: liberalism; 
pluralism; I9th-centuTy Russian 
thought; and the origins and devel- 
opment of the Romantic move- 
menu Under all these headings 
shed much new light, and the way 
be did so stfll retains the power to . 
excite whi^ it had when his contri- 
butions were first made public. ^ 

Hm- most of bis life his rqwtation 

as a writer lagged behind bis actu- 
al output, much of which was in the 
fonn of oocasiooal essays (“I am like 
a taxi: I have to be haOed"), ofren 
pubii^ed obscurely. Comparative- 
ly little bad appeared in brok fonn 
— principally jiri Mow, The Hedge- 
hog and the fox (1953, a long essay 
on lblstcy*stiew of history) and the 
collection four Essays on IMrerty 
( 1969). which included his inaugur- 
al lecture. But then in 1976 came 
Vtco and Hader, and shortly there- 
after four volumes of collected 
essays (1978-80). 

lliese books gave the lie to a re- 
mark made by his friend Maurice 
Bowra when Berlin was appointed 
to the Order of Merit in 1971: 
“Th mijrh like Our Lord and Socrates 
he do» not public much, he thinks 
and a great deal and has bad an 

enormous influence on our times." 
Other voiumes followed In the 
199Qs. including two devoted to 
work he had left unpublished when 
it was fust written, and. in February 
this year. The Proper Smdy of 
Mankind, a retip^iective anthology 
of bis best work. 

By contrast with Bowra's case, a 
good deal of ISerlin's way of speak- 
ing is captured, hafi^ly, in his pub- 
lished work, which is imbued with 
his personality and sets forth his car- 
dinal inietleclual preoccupations 
with the greatest cl^ty and fecun- 
diiy, if often through the medium of 
his enquiries into the ideas of others. 

One of the most attractive char- 
acteristics of his writing is that he is 
never merely the detached scholar, 
never for^tfiil that the point of the 
enquiry, in the end, is to increase un- 
derstanding and moral insight. 
Since, as another friend, Noel An- 
nan. has put it, “He will always use 
two words where one will not do”, 
his message - a notion he would have 
hated - is impossible to summary 
without losing all of its characteris- 
tic mode of expression. But its cen- 
irai content can be baldly stated. 

Berlin once described the main 
burden of his woik as “distrust of all 
daims to the possession of incorri- 
gible knowledge about issu^ of 
feet or principle in ar^ sphere of bu- 
man behaviour". His most funda- 
mental conviction, which he 
applauded vriien he discerned it in 
the writings of others, and adopted 
in an enriched form as his own, was 
that there can never be any single, 
untversal, final, complete, demon- 
strable answer to the most ultimate 
moral question of alL How should 
men live? This he presents as a dc- 
m‘aj of one of the oldest and most 
dominant assumptions of Western 
thought, expressed in its most un- 
cotnproraismg form in the 18th oen- 
tuiy under (he banner of the French 
Enlightenment. 

Contraiy to the Enlightenment 
viaon of an eventual orderly and un- 
troubled ^thesis of all objectives 
and aspirations. Berlin insisted that 
there exists an indefinite number of 


w because it cannot be given 

dushre ratfc«al justificalKin. murt ^ 

be fotced on others, however (jm- 
mitted we may be to it ouisel^ 

may be seen through 

windows, none of them 
or opaque, 

distorting than any of the pth^ 
Each individual, each culture, 
eadJ nation, each histori^^n^ 

has its own goals and aanjrds, ^ 

these cannot be combmed, i^cb- 
cally or tbeoretkalfy. into a an^^ 
hcrent overaiThing qstein m wtach 
aU ends are fully «ah^ 
loss, compromise or clashes. The 
same tension exists within each m- 
dtvidi^ consciousness. More equai- 
itv mav mean less excellence, or less 


knowledge may impair creativity or 
happiness, efficiency inhibit spon- 
taneity. But these arc not temporary 

localdifficulties:tbC!yareg^ral.m- 
dclfole and sometimes tragic features 

of the moral landscape; tragedy, in- 
deed, far from being the re^ of 
avoidable error, is an endemic fea- 
ture of the human condition. Instead 
of a splendid ^thesis there must 
be a permanent, at times painfiil, 
piecemeal process of untidy trade- 
offs and careful balancings of 
contiadictoiy claims. ^ 

Intimately connected with this^ 

phiralisl thesis - sotnelinies misiakm 
for relatirism, wiiich he rejected. ^ 

which is in fact quite distinct - is|a 
belief in freedom from interfer- 
ence, especially by those who tbii It 
they know better, that they cs 3 
choose for us in a more eolighteni i 

way than we can choose for ouisdvi s 

Berlin’s pluralism justifies h s; 
deep-seated rejection of coercic 1 
and manipulation by authoritanai s 
and totalitarians of ^ kinds: Con - 
munists, Rasdsts. bureaucrats, mi • 
sionaries, terrorists, rewTlutiooarii • 
and all o^er despots, levellezs. sy ■ 
temat&ets or purveyors of “orgai • 
bed happiness". Like one of b ■ 
heroes, the Rusrian thinker Alesaiv 
der Herzen, mai^ of whose cha ip* 
acteristics he m^oifesled himse' , 
Berlin bad a honor of the sacrifio 1 
that have been exacted in the non 
of Utqiiao ideals due to be realisi 
at some unspecifiable point in tl 
dcstant future: real people should a 
have to suffer and die today fl 
the sake of a chimera of eventu 
uiuversal bli^. 

Berlin always disoissed the! 
ideas in terms of specific Individ' 
aJs. not in the abstract, remembe 
lag that it is the impact of ideas c 
people's lives that give them the 
point Here he was sen'ed i:^ his ui 
usual capacity for ima^native idei 
tificaiion with people whose visioi 
of life varied greatly and were ofte 
distant from his own. This en^le 
him to write rich and convincic 
accounts of a wide range of figure 
historical and contemporaiy: Bt 
linsl^. Hamann, Herder, Hetzei 
Machiaveni, Maistre, 'folstpy, Tuigei 
ev, Vico; Churchill, Namier. Roost 
velt Wrsmann: and many others. ^ 

His descriptions of those wit 9^ 
whom he is in the closest ^mipaU: 
often have a marked autobfr 
graphical resooanoe; he said of otl 
ers, with dating virtuosity, what b 
would not have been wilting to ss 
of himself, what be probably did nc 
believe of himself, though bis wore 
sometimes fit him predsely. Had h 
been suffident^ interested in his til 
and opinions for their own sakes, h 
would have been his own ideal b 
ographen but he would also hav 
been a different man. 

Isaiah Berlin was often describee 
cspedally in bis old age. by meai 
of superlatives: the worid's gteaiet 
talker, the ceotuiys most inspire 
reader, one of the &est minds 1^01 
time -even, indeed, a genius. It ma 
be too early to be sure atxmt ^ 
strong claims. But there is no dout 
that he showed in more than one di 
rection the unexpectedly large pos 
sibilities open to us at the top eui 
of the range of human potential, an 
the power of the wise^ directed in 
tellect to Olummate, without undui 
solemnily or needles obscuri^, the 
ultimate moral questions that feA - 
mankind. • 
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BIRTHS 

JA 16 GS; Ob 33 October to Ridaid and 
Rebecca, a daii|hicr, Isabel Catber- 
ioe, 0 sister for Tlmiias. 

DEATHS 

BERLIN: On Nmcmber at the 
Aciand Hospital, Oxford. Sir Isaisih 
Bcrtin. aa^ Htsband of Aliau 
aodsteNaiberof Mkbcl StmiBS,Pe- 
tcr Haiioan and Philippe Halban. Fu- 
neral private. 

MLR: John Anderson died peaceful- 
Iv on Z.3 Ocusber aged 87 at borne CO 
WHi&hire. Mvaie oeimlioa Memo- 
rial to be anaoiniced. 

LA2AR: Leonard on Tuesday 4 No- 
wmber. barrister, poet, arusl ^ 
mubiriao, dearly liwvd nusbaiw <b 
P rimrose. Fuikw at Kemo ClwpeL 
PL-omout Crematorium. Thito, 
Wednesday 12 Nok’cmber. llJOpro. 


BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


laquiriA to F/D: RJ>. Burtoiiebs,' 
reBzanoe, lelcphone 01736 364062. 

IN NEMORIAM 

HEATHER-HAYES: Jim. Died tisg- 
icaliy 7 Jub IWC. 18. RconeiD- 
bered with low on bb birthday. 

AoMtunCMneiMs fer Gaxette BlfTTHS. 

HARRIAGES * DEAT14S mary be tal«- 

phoned to 0171-293 ZOU (wwur eiv 


to Om-293 2MIL and are tfiaigad ac 
£&50 a line (VAT extra). 


I Birthdays 

! ibfrlmBakliag.iacrticasetiaiiier,5!% 
I Mr John Baines, footb^er, 34; Air 
I Maisbal Six John Donald, 70; Sir 
I ,|ri|,nFgMi-ddeCexeeutive.BAA.S8; 
( Tlie Rev ftofessor' Christopber 
i Evans, New Testament adiolar, 88; 
i C>rBaiyGia}uni,evaagelisL79;Mr 
I James Gray MH 43; Mis Luanda 
: Green. O^pic horsewoman. 44; 
I Lofd GreenhiD of Harrow, former 
i hB^oftheOtplomatic Service. 84; 
I Mr John Grieves, senior partner, 

} {^caii6elds,62;AdtmralSrNidioIas 
I H"n». raweetnr-GenigaL Chamber of 
t ■gii{p ptng,67:MfMkiuielJadcamaa. 
: chauman. Allied Domeoq, 62; Dame 
I CKsyiietbJoims.opeiaDcsopr3iio.6I; 
: Mr Wolf ManJtowitz, author and 
'• playwr^t, 73; Mr Cbaries Miller 
I Stiricli,diiefesecurive,2CI,58;Miss 


Joni Milcbell, singer, 54; Mr 
Jonatfuu palmer, radog driver, 41; 
kSs Su Rdlani, actnsas, 4ft Jetto 
Shrinipcoa. fmnier osodeL 5S; Air 
Marshal Sir Ronald Sniari-PauL for- 
mer Director-CeneTaL Saudi Air 
Force Project, 63: Dame Joan 
Sutberland, opeiade soptano, 71: Mrs 
Helen Suzman, poStician, 80; Dame 
Jean 'fiylbr, tormer Chief Onk, Of- 
fice of [fae nivate Semtaiy to the 
Queen, 8 1 ; Sir Anthony Wheeler, far- 
nwrPreri^t.RpyalScottishAcad- 
etay, 78; Baroness White, [ormer 
govenunent minister, 88. 

Anniversaries 
births: Francisco de Zurbaiao, 
painter. 1598: William Stukeley, 
physician and antiquarian, 1687; 


Marie Curie (Manya Sfclodowska), 
pliysidst, 186^ Leon'fitit&igrfLcite 
Davidov Broflstcin), Rusiao Com- 
muDist leader, 1879; Albert Camus, 
novelist and playwright. 1913. 
Deathst Sir Godfir^ Knctler (Got- 
tfried KniDerl, painter, 1723; Jeaa- 
Marc Nattier, portrait painter. 1766; 
Alfred Russel Whitace. explorer and 
natnralist, 1913; Anna Eleanor Roth 
sevelt, miter and lecturer, 1962: 
John Canael Heenaa C^idiiiaL RC 
Archbishc^ of Westminster, 1975; 
Terrence Steven (Steve) McQueen, 
actor, 1980; Alexander Dubcek, 
statesman, 1992. On this day: the last 
puUiic hanging in Engjand toofe place 
atTybum. 1799; WbodRwWfem was 
reflected as president of the Uft 
19 L6; Fr anklin Delajio Roosevelt 
was elected president of the US for 


the fourth time, 1944: Rjchaid Nixon 
was re-ck‘cied as president of tlie US, 
1972; Mrs Maty RobiiBon tweame (be 
first woffloo prime lai/ijsrcr of the 
Iri^ RcfaibU^ 1990. Today is the 
Rmst D^ of St Engelbert, St Flo- 
rentius of Stiadxxirg, St Herculanus 
of Perugia and St WiUtbrord. 

Lectures 

National Gallery: Nicbolas l^nny. 
** Fxket Guides ( Ij: picture frames". 
1pm. 

1^te Gallery: Simon Wilson, 
"Aubrey Beardsley; symbolist and 
decadent", ipm. 

Gresham ^Rege, Baraardls bm 
Hall, London ECl: Professor Colin 
PQlii^r. "Death of the Dinosaurs - 
a Geolopcal Wtodunoit", Ipm. 


Foundation for Science 
and Technology 

Lord Jeola'n of Roding. Chairman. 
Foundation for Science and Tech- 
nology, was in the ebair at a lecture 
and dinner discussion held at the 
Royal Society last night. Professor 
W.P.T James. Mr Michael P. 
Mackenzie and Ms Sheila McK- 
cebnie spoke on "A Food Aeeiicy 
for Britain?- Others present 
included: 

Ujfd Camriidl itrcroy. Bamram tsand. Lad 
OcR amay . Li^ Ptmers. BaruoasHilioa, 
Loid Honte at Troon. LAty KniMi, Lord 
WUiiw. Sir OcoECrey 

Oaylon. mu 

Hon Sir Hoeh L^l. Dr Ja, MR Mr 

Manyn Jodh MP. Dr Ashok Komiir MP Dr 
Mqaoiith MP. Mrt Caroline Spel^ 
MP and Pnrfesyv Hffer Udimaim. 


royal engagements 

The QUMR ,taik Swinlus. WBnUic. PriMW 

MVW uprm Kcopia PrMaec teion. Ne«u Slewi 
an. WamndBia: » Picsdem. Sne die CMbben 
dK dap n Hnmhri smei. Afr, !■ Am. 
Idm. Ihe PriBoi Hub |(q Ckrao, Mdw ibe 
»M^<|r^hheOien thin ■ aw 

ds ibe Prince* Maipm Fm Five sSoLWiS 
wanfakAadiievBBithe bdunWiro1tA»k0 

S!.^2SSl> Pedendon. mada a T WrplWiii tn 
wyjheMWia M iiee mj tofllielgJBedBaBl ihn- 

at ChaenlbactiMna.ftiBenritthLufr I 

dm wT: and B PreddM. liiqd LMdot Swerft Aw 

! 

Pi^deiiL Ihe Korvl loRlwim of Gteal BnuiD. 01 - 

S* 

Chan^ng of the Guard 
hand pravaMhy the fauh^ 
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You are (probably) 
still gay if you ... 



JOHN 

LYTTLE 


^r. mirror: every day it gets a 
Irttle harder to know if youVe gay 
or not. Camp? Children’^ TV does 
it better than Julian Clary. 
Culture-defining harbingers of 
polymorphous perversity and 
gender abdication? Please: the 
nation has the Teletubbies. Red 
ribbons? Too passe. Signs and 
signifiers once thought fixed are 
going, going, gone. So don*t be 
surprised if this last gasp list 
becomes either oubof-date or, 
indeed, wholly redundant long* 
before you reach the end. 

Aren’t sure if cocktails should be dniok 
or told; 

Own a can of nipple polish: 

Laugh all the way through Piaioon 
Wonder if Donna Summer will ever 
hav-e that recipe again, ob no; 

Have already seen Chicago; 

Are impatient for the dance remixes of 
“Candle in the Wind": 

Never use wire coat hangers, ever; 

Get out of the shower, wrap a towel 
around your head and imitate Whitn^ 
Houston in the bathroom mirror (Ob, 
right, sure you haven't 
Think nothing oft 

Shaving your chest, waxing your back, tak- 
ing a Fly-tno to your lobes, or staying in the 
entire weekend if you get a spot: 

KnoA' all the wo^ to "1 Am Sixteen (Go- 
ing on Seventeen)": 

Speak two languages: En^ish and Guod; 
Have told the builders to install a trap- 
door beside your bed; 

Can discuss Uma Thurman's work in Bat- 
man and Hobin in a rich, deep and mean- 
ingful way: 

.Are never tempted to jump up and 
touch the awning; 

Spent four years painting one cefliog (see: 
Michelangelo); 

Tell people that Clint Eastwood played 
Dorothy in The Golden CiHs. Well, has any- 
one ever seen hhn and Bea Ardiur in the 
same room? 

Spell boys with a “z"; 

Qn always find a good reason to buy yet 
another tight black top; 

Have suggested a tiresome on the first 
date; 

Named the cats Lorna and Liza; 

Know vour like the backs of your 

hands: 

Own more than five items made or 

leather 

latex 

rubber. 

Remove the Mapplethorpe pnntswhen 
Mummv visits: 

Are confused when people use Cnsco for 
cooking: 

Check out every mirror you pass. 

Have women fiiends: 

Believe your taste is impeccable, even 

when it’s l»d; , . 

Are willing to dash aU the way home just 
to spray some Impulse Spice behind yoor 

Have subscriptions to GQ, Men 's 
HeUof. Metropolitan Home, ibriety and Boy 

^ invented by 

for MargrTe.; 

Are the only 

to 1B« had peter Andre’s 

Can’t remember wn^ 

emotionally attaehed fo 

"^Udgreyday^asifsthitseason’s 

in,ir Price this Mond^“^ 

Queued at Our 

Pion and p^nasty^ 

still in mouniingwr . 


Phew. Give that woman a decoration 




Linda Barken *Once I start decorating it would take a bit of an earthquake or a major tantrum to shake me from my vision’ 


niotographs: Adrian Dennis 


Linda Barker could 
revolutionise your 
sitting-room with a few 
sheets of MDF, a pot of 
lilac paint and an old 
tree branch. The star of 
the TV series *Changing 
Rooms* invited 
Ann Treneman for a good 
nose around her own 
house In smith London. 


Linda Barker is not just aiw 
interior deriguer. She is a star 
of the hit BBC programme 
C^Ezriig^ Axwnsand the aufiu^ 
of almost a dozen books. She 
knows how to do amazing 
things with MDF and only 
needs a few bits of copper pipe 
to make a four-poster bed. She 
mansffls to mate pry look sey 
and has a Jot to teach a woman 
like myself vdx) riews puttizig up 
a shelf as a major engineering 
projeo. But I am not in the 
mood to learn as I stand on her 
doorstep in deepest SE23. 1 am 
in the mood to snoop. 

I have always been a dteor 
voyeur, but then I think most of 
us are. Wtness those people 
who spend all their free time 
going round houses cm the pre- 
text that they may be buyers. In 
reality, of course, fii^ are fran- 
tically doddng the paint effects 
and wondering if they too 
shouldn’t try a dado this year. 
All readers of HeUo! are dteor 
voyeurs - the words are just 
w^paper for the wallpaper, 
isalfy - and so are each and 
every one of the six million ex 


so viewers of ChanffngRootns. 
Hie programme follows two sets 
of neighbours as they transform 
a room in each other’s homes, 
each egged on by a designer. 

“Hie British are very nosey 
people," says Linda Barker. 

love to be nosey and the 
programme iets them into 
pec^le's houses." 

I nod, but iny mind is really 
on her Idtchen. It is light, airy, 
sunny. “Is that rag-railed?" I 
ask, kxrfdng at a wall that seems 
to be dappled. “Rescoed," ^e 
says, explaining about how you 
do four coars and it’s no trouble, 
really. A hand-painted olive 
branch drifts across one wall 
The only sign of her five-year- 
old daughter. Jessica, are some 
chocolate fingers set put on the 
bleached wcxid island that 
serves as a sort of giant chop- 
ping board. I nibble on one a^ 
then another. 

“Did you do this yourself?" 
I ask in a sman voice. “ Hirnn, 
yes, the whole house really." 

At this point, I abandon all 
attempts at interviewing her 
about the b(X)k she hasjustwrit- 
ten on Jfoomr and ask 

for a tour. She complies and is 
obviously a bit of a pro at this. 
She and her husband moved to 
the large VktCHian house in For- 
est Hill from a tiny flat in Bat- 
tersea. It has five bedrooms, 
high ceilings and wide ball- 
ways. It came vnth the proviso 
(hat it needed modernisatioa. In 
the end, it needed a whole lot 
more rban that - Linda spares 
me the details, it is dear that it 
was not a picnic - but now h is 
pretty ab-£ab by any standard. 


I see bits of the Charing 
Rooms everywhere - a painted 
gingham wall in her daughter’s 
bedroom, a hand-blocked blind 
in the playmom, the Itafian calli- 
grapl^ flowing over her bed- 
room walls, the feke four-poster 
in the spare room, the upstairs 
bathroom is graffiti'd in Latin 
aiKi reack “Ychi lock like some- 
one who knows a good thing 
when you see iL" 

Ws stumble upon her hus- 
band in the stuefy looldiig up 
alternative words for “junk" in 
the compnieris thesaurus. Lin- 
da has just published yet an- 
other book, this one called/wo 
Junkt and it has been such a hit 
that she is doing another one in 
a hurry. “But we can’t use the 
word jonk again." riie e^qplains. 

1 iwd, though I don’t really 
understand why this is not pos- 
sible. But by t^ time Fm be- 
girniing to understand rhar ] 
understand nothing about inte- 
rior desi^ and that there is a lit- 
tle more to it than a fresh coat 
of primrose white and a trip to 
Habitat for some band-tied cur- 
tains. 

But I have also figured out 
that Linda herself is a bit of a 
des^nahoUc. After our interview 
she is heading off to ^mches- 
ter to record another televiaon 
programme, called Thor, 
in vdiicb she has four hours to 
transform a piece of furniture. 
She is an art school graduate 
who is now 36 and having too 
much fun. She doesn’t like to 
stand still or look back, partic- 
ularb^. The thrill is in the doing. 

She has just finished filming 
the new series of Changing 


Rooms that will be shown in 
January. 

“I just love the fast turn- 
around of design. Rsr me it’s a 
bit of a dream, being given a 
room and being told to throw 
£5(X] at h, de:^ it, change it as 
much as you can. That is a joy." 

She thrives on deadlines - 
three rooms in her own home 
only got done on time because 
they were going to be photo- 
graphed for a magarine the next 
day-and diversi^. “I mean, for 


budget of £500. This requires a 
lot of people-skills and elbtw 
grease and makes for compul- 
sive viewii^ 

Unda insists that there arc 
rarely any real problems, 
thou gh, with prodding, she does 
admit to the occasional tiff. 
There was the one time when 
the couple hated the room and 
said so, on camera. Then there 
wasa bit of a ccmtiover^ about 
abrandishe'd himgon thea'il- 
ing to dangle lights through. "1 




this new series I did a 
Caribbean housdioaL That was 
fantastic. People let us into 
their rooms and allow us to do 
whatever!" 

Not quite. What actually 
happens on ChanffngRotms is 
that the neighbours tell a de- 
signer like Linda what they 
think the people who actually 
live there would like. The d^ 
signer then goes away and 
comes up with a plan that can 
be achieUxl in two days with a 


needed something dramatic up 
there. Fd spent all my money 
already so I did that," she said. 
In the end, she says. the>’ came 
round. 

Then there is the delicate 
matter of the couple she is 
worfdng with. “They can gel 
worried and want you to adapt 
colours, say. I can think of one 
time that I had picked a blue. 
It was very tasteful and we 
were painting it below a dado. 
We had done this fake tongue- 


und-grouv’c wall panelling ibai 
we'd spent ages on. The woman 
was ver\' anxious about the 
colour and got a little bit sull^." 
So sulky, in fact, that she put 
down her paintbrush and went 
into a huddle with her husband, 
hud-mouthing the colour. Of 
course. Linda knew that it 
would be fine (which it was) as 
.s<.sin as the fabric with the red 
was added to the room. 

Thu worst is when even the 
crew starts to doubt her vision. 
Linda herself ne\'er does - ex- 
cept for the lime she decided 
the shade of lilac really was too 
much like a bar of soup - and 
sticks to her original plan like 
Stuart. 

“By the lime I have come 
round to decorating it would 
take a bit of an earthquake, 
really, or a major tantrum to 
shake me from my vision. So. 
yeah, I am very confident. 
Thank God, or 1 would be a 
quw’cring wreck." 

It is at this moment that ! re- 
alise Changuig Rooms would 
ofiake me a quivering wredc. The 
book shows 16 room make- 
overs and h is wonying that I feel 
more comfortable with some of 
the “before" pictures. 1 have vi- 
sions of ray nice (but sud) prim- 
rose Idtchen being turned into 
something exciting, hot and 
Mexican. This is a tough game. 
I realise, though I can't help but 
take a final snoop at her lovely 
g^n hall with matt black ra- 
diators as I leave. 

Linda Barkers 'Changing 
Rooms' is published by BBC 
Books at £lfi.99. 


To Felicity she left turquoise shoes. To Rose, a scarf 


Janet Ahlber^ magical 
illustrator of children^ 
books, died in 1994, age 
50, of breast cancer. Her 
husband/coliabcM^tor 
Aikm Ahlberg has made a 
new book about her and 
her work. This is how he 
begins... 

It is September, nine o’clock 
one morning. I have taken up 
her breakfest tray: porridge, 
maple ^ynip, ^ass of milk, plus 
a few other things: lyiez and 
>fotarol for the pain, Zantac to 



protect her stomach lining from 
some of the other drugs, Max- 
oion and Kytrfl for sickness af- 
ter chemotherapy. 

The sun comes in at thewin- 
dow. I pull up a diatr and sit be- 
side the bed. Janet rips her milk 
throng a straw. She looks at 
me, mildty - her usual gaze, tiien 
past me, over sliouI<fer to 
some thing OD the mantelpiece. 

“Rose’d like that scarf," she 
says. 

Some people, as thdr lives go 
by, acknowledge death, talk of 
it, let it out and look at it from 
time to time. Others, the ma- 
jority perhaps, don't, preferr i ng 
to stay mum. Jan was one of 
these. She had been gripped by 
breast cancer for almost two 
years. It had ^read to her 
bones and now her liver. WblL 
she had read the books and 
BACUP pamphlets, was realis- 


tic and knew the score. She had 
her massive fears and tiny 
hopes (until the very end), but 
nnrhing else. Until rhia day. 

“Rose’d like that scarf," she 
said. 

I knew entirely what she 
meant It was ber first bequest 

So Jan began to deal with 
death. Topically, for hn; she ap- 
proached h first with presents. 
She had a small notebook, a 
page per person. Often the 
hons were drawn as well as list- 
ed. There was, however, no par- 
ticular system. The whole thing 
was simply driven by her pow- 
erful memoiy. She just re^ed 
that someone once had ex- 
pressed a liking for something: 
“Byron: Hsb poster in studio", 
or was present when some- 
thing else was bought: “Felici- 
ty: Thrquoisc shoes with heels 
and bo^. 



Janet dealt whh death, faced 
ft, hated it She didn’t want to 
l^e; the party was still going 
on. There was a manuscript 
waiting, proofs in the pipeline, 
a plaintive cat stationed by the 
fii(%eandRetiDwai/'(xithe tel- 
ly. Most of all, of course, there 
was Jessica (nearly fifteen), her 


beloved daughter. The days 
passed. Janet’s life was shrunk 
to a little paldt a few hours in 
tbe afieinooo downstaixs on the 
chesterfield. 

A couple of times she spoke 
of her own fiuieraL Jan was not 
religious. She wanted a secular 
ceremony and burial in the lo- 
cal oemeteiy. It was her wish 
that family and friends would 
gather together, sing a bit and 
speak for ber. She wasn't 
solemn either. At one point, 
smiling her sli^t sly smile, she 
said, Graham he's al- 
low^tos^'bum"’ (guaranteed 
with ber to get a laugh). 

It’s February now. Janet bas 
been dead three months. In the 
bedroom ber last-worn dotbes 
hang over the end of the bed, 
her numerous shoes still clutter 
the floor and her perfume 
lingers (mainly because I spray 


it around from time to lime). 
On the mantelpiece: some talc, 
some rings, a foolish-looking 
knitted rabbit and a polystyrene 
bead with a uig on it. bought 
just in case and luckily (!) not 
needed. There is a box of bar- 
gain jewels ... but no scarf. 

‘Janets Last Book' by Allan 
.Ahlberg. published this week by 
Pmguin at £9.99 
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Ib it aot time for Neil Hamiltoa to get 
off the stage? AAev aU, we know whaL 
we think about hiin. Anyone 1^10 has tak- 
en any dme at aO to follow his wrong- 
doings knows that he does not deserve 
tobeiui MH Indeed, the electors of Iht- 
ton in Cheshire took that view and sent 
him for his pension on 1 May this year. 

As CCTtain as Briti^puMic o pinio n 
Louise Woodward is not guilty of pro* 
meditated murder, it is certain that Mr 

Hamilton is guilty of taking bacfchandeis 

and lying about it. 

End of sioiy? Hme to Goos^ the bow- 
tied Tbaldierite and his veogefiil wife to 
the attic of parUamentary 
aloqg with Jeremy Thorpe, Jack Ihofu- 
mo and John Stonebouse? Not quite. 
Sure, he is giulty. bnt let ns be dear w^ t 
he is guilty of. and get it dear accord- 
ing to the rules of justice, because the 
House of Commons has stumbled in its 
attempt to hold its members to new. im- 
proved ethical standards. It almost de- 


fies belief that MPs cotdd have managed 
to miscarry' justice in the vety ca s e 
which forced the last government to ap- 
point Lord Nolan in the first place. 

The deaze-busting.peer biwigwlf was 
the model of restraint yesterday, com- 
' menting gentty that his successor as the 
guardian of standards in public life. Sir 
Patrick Neill, will “no doubt” want to 
"look a g ai n at the procedure which the 
House of Cbmmons has adopted in 
cese”. loo right, he wflL fn-e tmid of get- 
ting the miserable Mr Hamilton banged 
to rights, have allowed him to 
complain - correctly r that be has been 
denied the right fully to ehallang e the ev- 
id^ice against him amt to sppea! gainst 
the findings. 

litis matters, not snnpjy because Mr 
Haffliitoa, however atqMpnlac, is entitled 
to a fair trial, but bemuse the &sue so 
dominated the early stages of the gen- 
eral election /^mpatpt earlier this year, 
and helped turn a laod^p into a Labour 


landslide. If Labour's electoral advantage 
were buQt on an injusUce, democraQr has 
been tarnished. 

Let us rehearse the central facts. In 
1994, after the *^cash for questions'* 
scandal tooke, John Major asked Lord 
Nolan to rewrite the niles on ethical stan- 
dards in public life. Sir Gordon Down^ 
was appointed as a idod of investigating 
magistrate on behalf of a ‘*coui^ of MPs 
os the Standards and Privileges 
Committee.' 

'Hie election intervened while Sir 
Gordon compiled his 900-page report, 
and the votets were treated to the pa- 
tiietk ^)ectade of the Prime Minister try- 
ing to. force Mr Hamilton to resign and 
then, instead of disowning bun, declar- 
ing him "innocent until proved guilty”. 

Mr Hamilton was unfit to be an MP 
on the grounds of the ofiences whicb he 
admitted: feiUog to deriare a stjty at the 
Ritz or an interest in the tobacco prod- 
ucts he promoted, and lying to the 


Deputy Prime Minister when corner^ 
So Mr Hamilton in particular, Md the 
Tories in general, deserved to suffer the 
electoral consequences. 

But on the most serious dia^, that 
of takiiig. thousands of pounds in bro^ 
envelopes from Mohaircd Al Bayed, the 
owqer of Harrods, Mr Miyor was right 
and that remains the position todty. Mr 
Hamilton is only guilty by association 
with Urn Smith, the Tbzy who ad- 
mitted taking money in similar circum- 
stances Otherwise, it is Mr Hamilton s 
word against Mr Al Btyed's 
in spite of the fact that the only wh- 
nesses to the alleged transactions were 
Mr Al Fhyed's employees. Sir Gordon 
found that there was "compelUiig evi- 
dence** that Mr Hamilton took the mon- 
ey. In yesterday’s report, the committee 
of MPs contradicted the Commissioner. 
There “can be no absolute proof that 
such payments were, or were not, made”. 
So was Mr Hamilton to receive the ben- 


.fil of “Feaaooable doubf? No. Boldty 

that it “did not arrive at a pra^oie way 

subtracts from the Commissioner s find- 
iogs". A masterpi^ of evMion, and a 
cewAusive, final argument to the polic- 
ing of ethical standards to be taken out 
of the hands of MPs. • 

The committee was under an-obli^ 
tion to reach a conclusion one^or the 
other, if necessary by re-«iaimnmg wt- 
nesses already interviewed by Str 
Gordon. If they , think that would l^a 
waste of lime and public mon^. they 
diould acquit Mr Hamilton and draw at- 
tention to aU the other misdem^oure 
he has admitted..If they think he took , 
the money, then th^ should say » and ^ 

ove him the right of appeal. The defecis 

of a system in which MPs are expected 
to police themselves remain fund^en- 
tal. What do they want? Bring in the 

jiu^es? . 


uer 


M3 


Post (ettera to Letters to file Editor 

ifni/ inebide a daytime tdephone manber 

Fax 01 “1 293 2056; e^mait leaent^'atdepend^Lco.uk 

F-nuiil avrespondents are asked to give a pr^al address. 

Laicm may he edited far ler^i and clarity. 


LETTERS 


‘People’s opera* 


Louise Woodward 


Sir Surely, if a “people's opera” 
meuns anything, it means pro- 
^iilinc^^o^id-dass performances 
nl a wide range of operas at 
pria'!» ihal do not exclude any- 
one irom aitending. You don't 
cruaic such a thing by more than 
halving the number of perfor- 
mances tn* the two main c^pera 
companies in London (“The 
dciitli uf the Royal Opera 
House”. 4 November) . 

There are legitimate criti- 
CLsms of the management of the 
Royal Opera House but the 
quality of ihe work produced 
there U genuinely world class. 
The i-ompanies deseme lo be 
judged on ihc quality of their 
Koiic. m;] simply on the quali- 
ty of (heir munagemcot Hir- 
(h-eriTKirc. Jespite popular 
misconceptions, at every per- 
formance of the Royal Opera 
(hen; are a significant number 
nf tickcLs available al £7 or less. 
I know, because 1 buy them. 
High prices in other parts of die 
House are entirely a result of 
the tow level of public subsidy 
received by the company. 

Hvwv will English National 
Opera continue to be as ac- 
cessible as it is. in a theatre that 
has u third fewer seats? Either 
prices will go up or the range 
of the work it docs will dimin- 
ish. \Mthout increased subady 
to all the companies, prices 
remain high. 

By effectively makiitg these 
cnnipames homeless, the talent 
brought together in all three 
Companies will drift away to 
ctimpanies and countries that 
take the arts .seriously. An op- 
eratic heritage of over .50 years 
will be dcsmiyed and we will all 
be the poorer for it. 

DAVID CLOKE 
London SE4 


HURRAYl 


MA Sl mas COLLAT^xAL PAMAde 
fiMD -reeiA son, inhoops, 
or SZ -THE CASBAH , BAdHPAP, 

CELEBA/fTE THS MACHO 

pOSTUAielCi OF -TH&A. 
qlorious ubaoea ; 


Sir If Judge Hiller Zobel re- 
duces the verdict on Louise^ 
Woodward to manslau^tei^ 
(report. 6 November) be wffl ' 
have determined (bat the juty 
were wrong to bring in a mu:^ 
der verdict and that it cannol 
be allowed to stand. | 

But if the verdict of murdCT 
falls it means that Louise is not 
guilty of the crime she was 
charged with. If she is not g^t| 
of the crime she was charged 
with, she should go free. ! 

If the only way of repairios 
a wrong verdict is to replace s 
with one for w offence whici 
was not put to the jury, why ncc 
find her guilty of jaywaUuns 
instead? I 

KEVIN McGRATH I 

Essex ^ 




been urgent; should Mr Smith's 
plan be adopted, it will be im- 
perative. 

DEREK PARKER 
London W14 


Foxhunting 


Sin One point has yet to be 
made with regard to Chris 
Smith's suggestion to make 
Covent Garden a “receiving 
house” for three major com- 
panies. Such a plan would 
make the Royal diet's posi- 
tion insupportable. 

It has always suffered from 
having to share the house with 
an opera company, thus having 
to restrict the number of its per- 
formances and being too often 
(for instance) unable to give as- 
pirant dancers the opportuni- 
ty to dunce major roles in 
London. The company's need 
for its own dance house in 
London has for many years 


Sin Heoty Best's argumcat 
(Letters, ti November) essen- 
tially bails down to; “we 
shouldn't ban foxhunting be- 
cause we cannoc ban everythiog 
that is cruel or detastefril”. But 
what is wrong with starting 
somewhere? Granted, people 
should be allowed certain free- 
doms - but the nature of living 
in a democratic society is hav- 
ing to conform to what is good 
for the majority as well as the 
individual. 

In addition, it surprises me 
that foxhunting is not classed as 
“deUberately crueP but boxiag 
(a sport involving two paid 
consenting adults) is. 

Perhaps many people do 
choose not to become vegans. 


Mstybe the same people do 
not research iboroi^ly all the 
ethical iotentioDS of the com- 
pames thqr purchase products 
from. This does not mean that 
they have no right to express an 
opinion on a matter whicb 
emotionally affects them at the 
time. This is not hypocritical - 
this is fauman. 

SHARON OTOO 
E^tan, Surrey 


Sin Concern about foxhimting 
smocks not only of hypooisy 
but also of almost tot^ igno- 
rance of nature's unpleasant re- 
alities and a compulsion (o see 
animals only through the eyes 
of Beatrix IfoCter. 

WQd animals die alone and 
usually in fear and pain in the 
jaws or claws of a predator. If. 
like the fox. they have no nat- 
ural predators then untreated 
dise^ or injury is the usual 
natural cause of death with de- 
hydration providing the final 
^ny. 


Inconvenient though itm^ 
be for the cangjaiga against to- 
hunting, animal suffering is a 
much greater evil than animal 
death. If conducted properly, 
foxhunting and the other bloc^ 
sports are capable of delivering 
quicker and more bumane 
deaths to their quany than 
tb^ would otherwise s^er in 
the wild. 

If foxhunting is banned, no- 
one should imaguie that the Jot 

the fox will have been im- 
proved. But then, one subjects 
that that is hardly the point 
STEPHEN MDLLINER 
Hasiemerc, Surrey 


Sir; Fbxhunting ooosists of 
nothing more wicked than the 
use, ander canttalled condi^ 
tions, of the fox’s natural ineda- 
tor to maintain a natural 
balance. The aspect chat seems 
to cause squeamish town 
dwellers so much anguish, the 
fact Chat once killed the fox is 
torn CO pieces and eaten by the 


pack, IS in principle no differ- 
ent towhai happens around 90 
per cent of dinner tables up and 
down the land every Sunday, at 
^ul midday. 

Is it possible that the two SDS 
of the hunting, shooting and 
fishing brigade are: conv^ng 
the mistaken impression that 
thQ' are all “toffs”; and tearing 
away the comforting veils of 
abattoir, supennarket and 
clingfilm and pving town folk 
an uncomfortable glimpse of 
what Mttk) segitor realty is- the 
nx96t rutbles^successfol of all 
the predatory omnivores. 
JADAVIS 
Bookham, Surrey 


fered no more than any other 
wild aninial in the natural 
world. Mike Fester MP and his 
fens would choose to ignore the 
evidence. The scent of victory 
is in their nostrils and lyoch- 
mob mentality has taken over 
from reason. 

lo such circumstances, ra- 
tional argument gives way to 
guerrilla tactics. Millions of 
pounds are ^nl by both sides 
in a struggle for suprematy. The 
cause does not warrant this. 
TONY RUSSELL 
Stratum Audiey, Qrfordshirv 


Sir Is it not the case that the 
argument over foxhunting has 
gone fer beyond the bsue of an- 
imal welfare? A passioa to win 
has been ignited; the imposing 
riew must be defeated, no mat- 
ter what. I suspect that if ir- 
refrilabie evidence came to 
light proving that the to suf- 


Test for CJD 

Sin “The only test that oasts for 
BSE and CJD involves exam- 
ining the brain tissue from 
victims'* writes Kate Watson- 
Smyth (“Scientists takes step 
forward in batiJc agaiist BSE”. 
6 November). Not so. A dis- 
tinguished British virotogzst 
with an iotemationol rotation 
for (be work lie has been doii^ 


since 1970. both here and in the 
United Stales, on the “Scrapie 
agent” first offered the Mini^ 
of Agriculture a urine test for 
BSE as long ago as 1993 and 
many times since. His offers 
have mysteriously always been 
refused. 

At the request of relatives he 
has carried out his test on 15 hu- 
mans who were suffering from 
possible CJD and in all 15 be 
found the lest to be positive. 
Subsequent post-mortems con- 
firmed that ^ 15 did have CJD. 
Had this urine test been carried 
out on cattle it could have 
identified the infected anhnaJs, 
thus restricting the cuU and 
avokiing three farmers' sui- 
cides, toother with the loss to 
the UK of an estimated £4bn. 

Why are we getting excited 
about a possible blood test 
which Zurich scientists may 
eveotuaity elaborate when there 
is a urine test available sdready? 
HCGRANT 
London NW3 


Sir. Stephen Jakobi (Letters. 
November) regrets the “loose 
or-Doose” option chosen b 
Louise Wbodward. But if the ji 
ror ^plxm CbIweJI is idUrtg tb 
truth, then JLouise was not con 
victed berause she chose “loixie 
otyDOose”, but because tbe jur 
culpably deoi^ her that opUoi: 

Colwli says (report. 4 No 
vember) that if other charge 
had been available “then po 
tcntially manslaughter ma; 
have been the verdict” imply 
ing a reasonable doubt of mur 
der, which should have led ti 
acquittal. He says. “There's ni 
way we could ... say *We tbinl 
she did it. but we’re going to le 
ber go* implying a prejndio 
in favour of conviction, re 
gardless of tbe charge. 

Whether Louise's optioi • 
was a proper one or not, tin 
jury never gave it to her. Insteai 
th^ allowed themseh'es thG ; 
most impcrraisrible option o 
all They tried Louise Wood 
ward for manslaughter ant 
then convicted her of murder 
JOHN HEAWOOD 
TiMc 


Sir Referring to Judge Kniei 
Zobel's '‘coatFOveisial” articli 
i n /frrai^ magazioe 

Davk) UdMrne suggests (4 No 
vember) that Zobel believes tlia 
the jury tystem s flawed. In fee 
his article was on endorsemen 
of the jury system. Zobel wrote 
“Perhaps the jury, to para- 
phrase what'IThurcfain once 
said of democracy, is the worst . 
mechanism for trying cas^ ex- 
cept for any alternative’'. 
RICHARD GIORDANO 
Providence, Rhode Island 


A Dance to the Music of Time’ part two: Anyone here know Widmerpool?’ 



MILES 

KINGTON 


Yesterday 1 brought you the first half of a 
condeosed version atA Dance to die Muse 
of Time. It wasn’t meant to be the fiist half 
- it was meonr to be the whole thh^ - but 
as anyone who has ever tried to condense 
A Dance to the Mude of Time will lestity 
(vrii!di,Isui^}Ose. meansju^meandHi^ 
Whitemore) it does tend to go on a biL 
Anyway, on with the second half) 

Story so fer lots of old friends keep 
bumping into each other and aitimig if they 
know Widmerpool. Th^ gcneralty do. 
but donY like him. Meanwhile, everyone 
is getting older. 


night party and popped back a^o at first 
light, and -my house has gone.* 

PolicefflaQ: Did you take your wife with 
you. sir, or is she ... in there someM^ere? 

Moo: Did I take my wife? J don’t know. 
What does she look like? 

Policemao; WeU, if sbe's in there some- 
where. rd hate to say what she looks like. 

Man; Do you know Ken Widmerpool? 

Policeman: No, sir. 

Man: Nor do 1. 1 tiimkwe must be in the 
wrong play. 


Eaify morning. The scfTte is a bombed street 
in Londmu A man in a black de, holding a 
bottle ofchampagtte and two glasses, wan- 
ders up. 

Man: God Gad. Where has nty bouse 
gone? 

Policeman: ThUyour pile of bricks, sir’/ 

Man: Yes. 1 only popped out for an all- 


Cut to large ramblir^ house. There is a s(gn 
outside: “TTiis house was used in the filmir^ 
of 'A Dance to the Music of Time \ £Z50 en- 
tryi¥Mriesdi^aridFnday5.^The^piskadi- 
fy removed. Nick Jentdns, In diotwb suit, 
corhes to ihe gate. His wjfe comes nuining 
up the drive. 

Nick: Hello, darting. I'm back. 

Isabel: Hello, darting. Vlliat sort of war 
did you have? 


Nidc I didn't like it much. fViople kept 
asking me if I knew Widmerpool. And I bad 
the wrong tie cm in one scene. 

Isabel: Were you court-majlialled? 

Nldc No, but millions of vieweis wrote 
in to complain. What son of war did }t>u 
have? 

Isabel: Peifectiy bloody. Daylight was 
rationed, yon know. But I've bad tiuee chil- 
dren in t^ past three years. 

Nkk: That’s awfully clever considering 
I haven't been here in the past three years. 

Isabel: Oh, medicine can do so much to 
help these days, dar ling. 

A fifftre steps out of the undergrowth. 

Ob, look - it's Uncle Giles! 

Giles: Hello, you two. 

Nick: GQesl 1 thought you were dead! 

GQtis: Am I? He consults the script. Oh, 
yes. - so I am. He dies. 


Cut to a Hbsf End art gallery. Everyone is 
there. 


Woman; Do you know that dceadfiil man 
Widmerpool? 

Phmela: I should do. 1 am married to 
him. 

Woman: Oh, my dear, I am so sorryl 

Pamela; Not half as sorry as I am. Do 
you know that painting by Poussin called 
Dance to die Music of Time2 

Woman: Poussin? That’s French for 
chicken, isn't it? Can you imagine a 
British painter called Chicken? 

Pamela: WeU. we have painters called 
Constable and Sargent, and nobocty thinve 
itfsodd ... 

Widmerpool (baring a table with his 
first): Could we have silence just for a 
moment? Thank you aU for coming ... 

Nick Jenkins arrives, out of breath 

Nick: Have I missed anything? 

Woman: HeUo, Nick. 

Nick: I am sorry. I don’t think ... 

Woman: It’s Jean. We had an affair in 
the first episode. 


Nick: Did we? Pve got that episode on* 
video but 1 haven't had a chance to watch 
it yet. 


Widmerpool: . . . and in conclusion.may 
I say (hat I shall shortly be going bookers 
and running off withacharismaticyoung 
man called Scorp? 

Sir Magnus: Why? 

Widmerpool: It's short for Scorpion, I 
believe. 

Sir Magnus: No - why are you gmng- 
bookers and numiag off with ihfe young 
man? 

Widmeipool: WjU, I'm not siu^but I 
ibink it’s because Anthony Pow^ can’t 
think of an ending. 

Nick: And doesn't know oziyzhifig about 
theSixti^ 

Enter Bob Duporte, Odo Stevens, Nico- 
las Poussin, and everyone who is not there 
so far. • - 

Poussin: Excusez moi, mais ^pnaias^ 
vous Widmerpool? 
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Majesty’s official 
Opposition is - where? 



DONALD 
MACINTYRE 
the Tories 

and EUROPE 


In the House of Commons on Wednesday 
^ere were 1 2 questions asked of Tony Blah 

T of by the 

Leader of the Opposiuon. Every one was 
on Europe, and 1 J of them on the perceived 
iniquiUes of the Social Chapter. This was 
no doubt regarded by the Tory whips’ office 
as a triumph of the leaden oa'hestialion that 
now regularly takes place in both the main 
p^es on these occasions. Except that on 
that very day a clear embarrassment for the 
Government, perhaps the clearest since the 
el^on, bad come to light: the decision, de- 
spite ministerial promises to the contrary, 
not to apply the ban on tobacco advertis- 
ing to Formula One racing. 

It seemed, on the face of it a classic case 
both of promising what you couldn't deliver, 
and ducking a hard choice. It direcdy in- 
volved the Prime Minister, who bad been 
personally lobbied by the motor-racing in- 
dustry. ''Nss it really such a triumph to en- 
sure that not one solitary Opposidon MP 
even tried to make him squirm on the issue? 

lb make it worse, nothing had hap- 
pened to jusd^ this sudden obsessive interest 
in the Soda] Chapter. Or. to put it more pre- 
cisely, nothing had happened outride the 
Conservative Party. The Europhiles in the 
party who know bener, and who regard the 
.Amsterdam summit as having had an unim- 
porumt but reasonably positive outcome, 
ba\*e agreed to vote against the Amsterdam 
Treaty bill in tbe Commons next week. So 
the leadership is now seeking to demon- 
strate. at the expense of serious opposition 
to the Goveromeat, that it is back in charge 
of its own party’. But surrender of tbe party's 
pro-Europeans on Amsterdam is tactical - 
and temporary. It was agreed this week Ity 
tbe Positive European Group of MPs. in- 
cluding Ken Qarke, on the grounds that it 
is bener to save their fire for the more im- 
portant battle: EMU. When that moment 
comes most of them, and certainly Qarke 
and Michael Heseltine. wiU vote with tbe 
Government rather than their own party. 

The pro-Europeans' tactic is understand- 
able. But it doesn't alter the s^bolic im- 
portance of next week's three-line whip for 
the Tory leadership, and the large majority 
of Tory* backbenchers who support iL Op- 
position to the treaty, if it is to be taken se- 
riousK', implies that a future Tbry govern- 
ment would seek to alter its terms. Which 
happens to be in line with the long-held at- 
tachment of Michael Howard, the Shadow 
Foreign Secretary, to the idea of seeking to 
“renegotiate*’ Britain’s membership of the 
EU in a wav that would repatriate some pow- 
ers from Bnissels. In his speech at the Toty 
conference, Howard explicitly said; “We will 
not be afraid to look again at the powers 
exerrised bv Brussels." What does this 

mean in practice? AUies of Howard have m- 
gued, rather opiiraisiically. that the UK 
would hm-e the dout to negotiate new le^ 
if there were a change of governmenL But 


some of them have not, in private, shninif 
from the implication that it might have to 
be pursued under threat of withdrawal. If 
that threat is to mean aiiythin^ as Norman 
Lamont said in a ground-breaking speech 
two 37ears ago. the threat might, under oei^ 
tain cimimstances, have to be carried out. 

Hague himself hasn’t iiilly declared his 
hand on this. He hasn't himself yet said he 
would go into the next election demanding 
renegotiation of Amsterdam tm/W threat 
of withdrawal Some would say opposition 
to the treaty aityway implies that; in aity 
ii is a mark-time treaty (at worst) that pre- 
served intact the objectives of the previous 
government: border controls and (he right 
of member slates to their oam fere^ 

policy. Opposition (o it su ggests a new dei^ 
of hostility to the EU as it has existed since 
John Major reached his deal at Maastricht. 

And here there are two fundamental 
proUems. The first is the sort of target Riair 
is in relation to Europe, as opposed to what 
the Ibries wtill vainly try to represent him 
as being. If you listen to Robin Cook 
ing evidence to the Commons Foreign Af- 
fairs Select Committee, as he did this week, 
saying that Amsterdam represents an “im- 
provement" on tbe iotegrationist derigns of 
Maastricht; or, if you read Gordon Brown's 
submission to last month's ECOFIN, whb 
its empharis on labour market fleribility. Eu- 
rope-wide competitiveiiess and the need for 
small and medhim-sized businesses to pros- 
per, it becomes harder to depict tbe British 
government as selling out to obsolete and 
integrationist EU corporatism. Indeed his 
hard-nosed approach to excessive labour 
market regulation - including reduced 
working hoars - has already irritated the 
French governmenL The last time Jacques 
Chirac met Blair before yesterday was at a 
lunch in Strasbourg last month. Tbe French 
President remarked to the company: “Th/ty 
estmsoeuSstemod 0 ne.nea cinq kilometres 
i droite ds moi" (There are unconfirmed 
rumours that Blair replied: “Old Jacques - 
etj'en suis fiet^ - Yes, and I'm proud of it) 
On most EU issues, Blair is doser to mid- 
Eighties Thatcher than to the Europhiliac 
caricature his opponents seek to conjure. 

The other, related problem is public opin- 
icML Even if you were to grant the Tbiy 1^- 
ership their improbable Harm that they could 
win an EMU referendum against a formid- 
able cross party coalition of the biggest fig- 
ures in British pob'tics, that certainly doesn’t 
apply to EU membeiahip itself. Not only 
have the alleged defects of Amsterdam had 
zero impact on public opnuon. but MORTs 
Bob WbicBsler poinls out in this week's iVew 
Statesman that the trend Is quite opposite 
to wbat the sceptks want: there Is even, 
aiTMTangty, a swing towanfe a federal Europe 
-with 34 per cent in support compared with 
17 per cent three years ago. 

Most cSscusskn of Hope’s difficulties has 
concentrated on tbe split But this m^ not 
be the primaiy probfem, anymore than umty 
is the solution. It may be that by puisomg 
the wrong poficy the party risks (feommecting 
itself from the electorate. Tbe dosest pot- 
ential parallel hi Tbxy history is surely tar- 
’ iff reform. Fbr much of the first qaarter of 
the ceutuiy the leadership promoted a pol- 
icy that was almost universally popular in- 
side the party, and utterly rejected by the 
electorate. Indeed, after the 1906 election 
the tariff refuimeis c^tured the party as 
tbe sceptics have oqxured tod^ 'E^ party. 
Yet when in 1923 Baldwin offered an uo- . 
conditional promise of tariff reform, be lost 
the election. As the historian Robert Blake ' 
has written of the eaityoentuiy Ibries:'”^- i 
iff reform remained an aitide faith in the 
party ... in sphe of its obvious unpopular- 
ity with the public ... Seldom has a party per- 
sisted so long in such an unpromlsixig 
cause.” Soimd famfliar? 



Gimme 5? In-depCh Kirsty Wark on ‘Newsnight* (left) and the more informal, and increasingty popular, Kirsty Young on Channel 5 

Kirsty or Kirsty, you can choose 



SUZANNE 

MOORE 

THE NEW 
DEFINITION 
OF NEWS 


Do you really want to know 
what is going on in the world? 
Can you really be bothered? 
Isn’t there too mudi news al- 
ready? The proposed revamp- 
ing of Channel 4 news brought 
on, or so it has been sakl, by the 
success of Channel S news, 
once ^ain begs the qimstion of 
what makes good news. There 
is a move right across tbe media 
towards makiag the news mOTe 
fun, more sexy, more enter- 
taining, as tho ugh there is an 
implicit understandii^ that 
news on its own is jrst too 
stra^ht, too dull and too bor- 
ing to attract those peculiar 
minorities, women and young 
people. 

If the news agenda is being 
shifted towards this new mar- 
ket then the news ilseff will bave 
to change. Sure this^ wfll still 
happen, but there is a re- 
ordering of priorities about 
what is important. This 
newspaper is part of that 
dtangiB. Yet such changes do not 
cone eaty to news cxganisations 
in which tbe traditic^ vrays of 
dividmg up the news are firm- 
ly in place. 

Print journalism has become 
fiir more ‘‘magazioey". more 


feature- and commentary-led 
on the basis that most people 
get their news from radio and 
televistofL The idea is that 
people have alreacty received 
the primary information about 
what is going on. and. instead 
of needing more repetition of 
facts, tb^ instead need a way 
of understanding, of processing 
all thk information. 

Increasingty, however, there 
are worries about the presen- 
tation. Channel 4's in-deplb 
coverage, centred on sexy but 
serious Jon Snow, is to be tail- 
ed up. Channel S news, with its 
more informal approach pio- 
neered by Kiisty Young;, is seen 
as a direct cbalieoge to the old 
way of doing things - big brains 
be^nd big desks combined 
with reports that have been pre- 
pared eartier. 

Kirsty perches on desks in 
her natty trouser suits and 
chats her way through tbe sto- 
ries of tbe day. Fans say it's 
fresh, critics say that it's Ugbt- 
weigbt with far too many con- 
sumer stories. Anyway, aren't 
we in danger of replicating tbe 
American obsession with an- 
dior meoAvennen when what 
becomes important is the per- 
son reading the news rather 
than tbe news itself? Co^ 
l^vor Macdonald versus edgy 
Jeretxty PazmaiL Deepty con- 
cerned Michael Bueik versus 
trendy bOcer Jon Snow. Shallow 
Kirsty Young versus in-depth 
^hrk. You choose your news ac- 
cording U> their view of who 
gives ft you. This is a superfi- 
cial way of lookiDg at it style 
becomes more important than 
content and therefore content 
inevitabty suffers. This is the on- 
going Americanisation or 
tabloidisation of all media that 
produces cheap and tacity in- 
fotammenL This is tbe sup- 
posed dumbing down that gets 
everyone so excited. 

Those currentty complaining 
about British cfaildreD watching 
cartoons tike TV 5en|peon5 and 


have obviousty never sat 
down and watched these pro- 
grammes, which are actualty t»t- 
ing social commentaries, far les 
dumb ihan much home-grown 
Induct aimed at kids. 

Questioning what news val- 
ues are appropriate for the 
Nbeties seems to me a good 
move and not one that auto- 
matically leads to a less intelli- 
gent approach. What appears 
to be happening is a move 
away from the assumed domi- 
nance of Westminster. Netvs- 
ni^t has a new Frid^ night 
format which tries to be more 
cuddly, mainly by asserting 
itself - as Faximn sneered - a 
“politidan-fijee zone". The rev- 
erence that some have for (he 
Today programme, which so 
much of tbe time consists of a 
small club of politicians and 
journalists talking to each 
other, is also now due for a 
shake-up. 

If people are bored to tears 
by politicians then partly this is 
the result of political news 
management Spinning, image 
consultant, media training has 
not made politidans more en- 
dearing to tbe public, it has 
helped make them duller than 
ever. All spontaneity, honesty 
and humanity appears air- 
brusbed out of them. We know 
wbat tbt are going to say, so 
wlqr should we waste our time 
on those who have been taught 
bow not to answer questions? 
Why should it be the job of 
news organisations to make ' 
these people seem more 
interesting than they actualty 
are? 

Hiere is also some groping 
towards tbe notion that extra- 
parliamentary politics are 
important. 

The grip of Westminster on 
the public imaginatioD is less 
tight for a whole number of rea- 
sons. There is a sense of tbe 
Umited power of elected politi- 
cians, as well the knowlet^ 
that it is now possible to live in 


Trade and aid can mix, and it’s not all beards and sandals 



PAUL 
VALLE LY 

ETHICAL 

TRADING 

I have an interest to decide 
here but let me come to that 
a moment. To most people ont 
Of the most uuexpcded ^ 

peas Ilf this week's ^ 

^on overseas devdopmenito 

£ emphasis on “ethical tra^ 

lag-, fune was when elfo^ 

trading meant African 

crafts on sale at 

dmich ball or 

fee at NicaragiiM 

stalls (whate\'cr 

ihein?V So how hM it ^ 

&omabobbv'forlbeVarf^ 

sandals brigade to being a wg 


plank in government policy in 
less than a decade? 

The very idea of etiucal trad- 
iag would not long ago have 
been regarded in Labour Par- 
ty circles as an o^anoron. I 
might have thought so, too, un- 
til I went to Ethiopia during tbe 

1984 famine. That brought 
home to me the limitations of 
the approach to aid that was 
then current. Emergency food 
did the job of keeping people 
aUve. But so many of the de- 
velopment projects that were 
supposed to prevent foture 
emergencies were b^ on a 
paradigm which ended with 
grandiose modernisation pro- 
fects, abandoned and over- 
crown in the African bust 
Over the next decade I re- 
po^ from 30 Third Vtorld 

rountriesandwasincre^ijgty 

struck by the extent to wlurh^ 
suffered fii5m the samep^ 

lems. TWO things became clear. 
First that if devetopment pro- 
jects were to work thty had to 
be rooted in the prionties 
Dcrceptions of the local 
S^rSose of experts^a 

iiroad. Second, that an prqjecis 

^uld be fruitless unless some 
of the underlying 
^leinsv«re dealt with in tiie 


international trading system; 
the Wsst bad erected an edifice 
of tariff and taxes to discourage 
Third Wbiid countries from de- 
veloping their own industry 
and r nrtMri continuing simply 
to provide tbe industrialised 
world with raw materials. The 
system that went under the 
name of free trade was formany 
not free at all, and certainty not 
fair. 

And now for my declaration 
of intezesL When my decade of 
overseas travelliiig came to an 
end X became involved with 
Tluidcraft. aplcv^cfa buys and 
sells Third World products but 
vrtiich pays a fair price to the 
peo ple who them. Its sis- 

ter company, Traidcraft Ex- 
diai^e^ 1 now diair the 

board, runs a busiaess adviso- 
ry service to provide baac busi- 
ness gtriik to those producers 
and gives marketing informa- 
tion on what will seQ in the UK. 

It was not tetribty fashkxiable 
when 1 joined. The pure of 
heart preferred charifrjjle-gjv- 
ing untainted tty the mniky 
marketplace. The politically 

minded saw it as a kind of Th>- 

jan horse for Thatdierism - 
“You're just a sodal market 
inan," I was once told by 


Labour's last development min- 
ister, Judith Hart 

But business was vital - and 
not just because self-sufficien- 
cy and work lies at the core of 
human dignity. As Qaze Shares 
white paper acknowledges, pri- 
vate capital flows have now 
come to dwarf official flows as 
a source of money into the 
Third Wbrid. More than thaL 
the man and woman in tbe high 
street had ceased to be citizens 
and become consumers. The 
challenge vms to harness that 
and ensure that every £1 qxmt 
was an economic vote cast in 
the direction of the poor. 

That meant a wider canvas 
than Tlaidcraffs mail order 
^em and its 2,000 voluntary 
reps could afford. Abroad 
Tiuidcraft Exeban^ spawned 
indigenous partner organisa- 
tions in South Africa, Thnzani a, 
the Philippmes, India, Zambia 
and Ban^de^ At home it es- 
tablished a partnership with 
three other “alternative trad- 
ing groups - Oxfam Trading, 
Equal Exchange, Twin Trading 
- to create a new, fairty trad- 
ed, highsjuality coffee named 
QtfiHBnct and persuade su- 
permaikeis that there is a mar- 
ket for ethics, just as tiiere was 


for environmeDtaliy friendly 
goods. 

ft has been a marked success. 
Other fezrty traded goods - in- 
cluding tea and diocolate - are 
irow widely available in super- 
markets branded with tbe mar- 
que of the Birtiade Foundation 
which Traidcraft set up in coali- 
tion with Cafod, OiT^tian Aid, 
New Consumer, Oxfam, the 
World Deveiopment and. per- 
haps most surprisingly, tbe 
Women's Institute. 

Bui Introducing new brands 
cannot be a comp re hensive w- 
swer. Existing companies bad 
to be Influenced towards more 
ethical business practices. Aid 
agencies b^an pressing large 
manufacturers and retailers to 
endorse codes of conducL 
Christian Aid rated supermar- 
kets in order of Third World 
friendliness (Tbsco came top) 
and tan of tbe sweat- 

ed labour behind Nike shoes 
and child labourers who make 
Premier League footballs. 
Cafod did the sam e with fash- 
ion footwear from Brazil. 

From there ethical trading 
moved up another gear. For tbe 
past six years Traidcraft has 
b^Q pioneering a tystem called 
social accounting. Using mech- 


anisms parallel to those in fi- 
nancial auditing it monitors 
the in^iact a firm has on its sup- 
pliers, customers, staff (and 
their families), tbe local com- 
munity and the enviroomenL 
Tbe ^em has been taken up 
by Allied Dunbar, BT and the 
Irish governmenL Hie Co-op 
Bank and the Body shop have 
adbpted their own versions. 
Tiafocraft's social accounting 
specialist has most recently 
teen approached by Shell with 
whom h is in discustioos on bow 
it might report its activities in 
a more open and tr anspar ent 
way. And Clare Short is 
pledged to investigate how her 
own department might be sub- 
jected to a sodal audiL 
Sodal auditing is, of course, 
like codes of conduct, a volun- 
taiy Tnechaniem But it is prov- 
ing such an effective tool of 
management inforniatioa that 
maity companies are consider- 
ing it do not feel the need 

to adopt it as a mere PR mea- 
sure. Hie challen^ now is to 
^read that further. Globalisa- 
tion has brought new problems 

for developing countries. But it 

h^ also broujgbt a new lever 
with which to press for a bet- 
ter deal for the world’s poor. 


a pot ^'w*! cultnre that has noth- 
ing to do with political parties. 

The media has been slow to 
cotton on to the new move- 
ments, £rom road protesters to 
sophisticated consumer boy- 
cotts; because its machinciy is 
not able to fit these vague 
groupings into the established 
categories. Hie lines between 
hard news and soft news have 
fallen away. The divisions 
between sodal affairs, home 
news, features and human 
interest stories arc less easy to 
define. 

Tbe old confidence about 
wbat is significant in the world, 
which many would describe as 
arrogance, has ebbed away. 
Tbe paternalistic attitude that 
was once sure that the news 
would be good for us. educate 
us, even if we bad to struggle 
through iL has gone. Some 
would argue that the biggest 
losers in aU of this hare been 
the foreign and invesugath e re- 
porters whose work is consid- 
ered far too expensK'e. Who 
cares about what's going on in 
Algeria when you can have an- 
other Spice Girls story? These 
heroes of the news industry re- 
main sacrosancL They are in- 
tr^id and therefore must never 
be criticised. WI^ not? Perhaps 
all news has to be presented 
differently. 

It’s far too la^ simply to 
blame tbe tabloids for all these 
changes. Tabloids may sell 
themselves primarily as enier- 


tainmenL and are bou^t on 
that basis, but it was their in- 
vestigations of the Royal F^- 
ily that in their own way 
brought the monarclty into cri- 
sis. The investigative teams of 
(he broadsheets did not do 
this, or even try. 

Tbe success of Channel 5 
news also points to a more lo- 
calised news media. This, in 
facL is tbe situation in Ameri- 
ca. where much news is multi- 
local rather than national - let 
alone international. Consumer 
stories, human interest stories, 
quirky stories, do attract audi- 
ences. The big stories lately, 
whether Diana or Louise 
Woodward, are undoubtedly 
human interest stories and no 
less Unponant for thaL 

The change in both style 
and content of the news is 
itself a consumer sloiy - it is 
consumer driven. Someone has 
to read or listen (o all this damn 
stuff or there is no point in do- 
ing iL The world view of the 
middle-aged. middle<las5 male 
is being challenged by those 
who do not want to be patron- 
ised or told what is really mean- 
ingful. Ws can make our own 
minds up. In many ways we al- 
reacty have. All that is happen- 
mg is that those who imagine 
that they are enlrusied to or- 
ganise the world are now strug- 
gling to catch up wnth the way 
tbe world chooses to organise 
itselL WIty is that such bad 
news? 


Digest 
the news 
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Bank shocks City 
with surprise 
interest rate rise 


The increase in interest rates 
announced by the Bank of England 
yesterday took the financial 
markets by surprise. And, as 
Diane Coyle, Economics Editor, 
discovered. City experts could 
not ^ree on how much further 
the Banfds Monetary Pofky 
Committee would go. 


The quarter-point rise in interest rates to 
7.2S per cent seat the pound up and die 
monQ' markets shaiply lower yesterday. 
Many tradeis had peraiaded tbemsehes 
the rcccnl siockmarket turbulence would 
delay the next rate move, and they were 
therefore caught on the bc^ by the Mon- 
ctaiy Policy Committee's decraon. 

In the ahennatb of the midday an- 
nouncement the pound jumped by a pfeo- 
nig to just under DM2.91, while its index 
difflbed by 0.9 to 1033. The sterling ftitures 
market fell sharply, betting on rates being 
another half point higher by next June. 

Many Oty economists expressed either 
surprise or disappotntmeat at yesterday's 
tnoi'e. ''I'm surprised the Bank has chosen 
to ignore the strength of the pound and the 
turbulence in nnandal markets," said 
Simon Briscoe at Nikko Europe. 

The publication of the Bank's Quaner- 
h' Innation Report next week w^s seen as 
the likeliest explanation for the timing. Fol- 
lowing yesterday’s move the report w31 be 
able to show inflation meeting its target 
rather than overshooting it. 

However, the experts were sharply 
divided on how much higher rates will 
need to be raised to meet the 23 per cent 
target. 

Roger Bootle, chief eoemonust at EQBC 
Markets, predicted at most one more quar- 
ter point step in the Gist quarter of next year. 
"The markets have overreacted," he said. 

On the other hand, Steven Bell, bead of 
research ai Deutsche Morgan GrenfolL, said: 
“The MPC must have it in mind to do mexe. 
The labour market indicators are all flash- 
ing red." He said rates could climb to 9 per 
cent next year. 


The tlttf «W1I 

shortages in the jobs marfatr anrf ^n wis- 
tainaUe growth in GDP had tqjped the 
balance: It athnitted growth would dow next 
year but said the balance of ri^ was sndi 
that the Committee had judged a 
raze rise necosazy. 

Bdimd the uncertainty about flituie tate 
rises lie divei^ng assessments of the cur- 
xent strezigth of the econoniy. lIvD leadmg 
forecasting groups joined business otgao- 
isattons yesterday in saymg that the Bank's 
move was unnecessazy. 

In its latest report the London Busim^ 
Sdiool's Centre for Economic Forecasting 
said the ecODQO^ is heading for a “s(^ laod- 
iz^. But Andrew Seotance, its direemr, 
that although the zi^ of zecesskm was stfll 
"Femote", the Bank had made a slowdown 
in 1998morelikely- 

“The Bank Of En^and has diosea to take 
out an insurance poUq' agains potential in- 
flation risks in the pipeline,” he said. 

The new forecast forsees inflatron hit- 
ting a peak of 3 per cent in 1999, wdl witb- 
in the Govemment's 13 percent to 33 per 
cent target range, without any furdier rate 
rises. 

Sqairazely, Gany Young of the National 
Institute of Economic and Social Reseacdi 
agreed that policy was alieady tight enoug^t 
for the inflaikm target to be met The rise 
“increases the dianoe of a reoeagon next 
year”, he warned. 

'nuswaitiiagwasecfaoedbysomebiisi- 
aesgrotqs.l^ibtets,depiuydicectorgBa- 
erai of the British Chatnb^ of CommeroB, 
sakt “hi our view recent surveys do not pro- 
vide suffirient evidence for a further rise 
at this lime.” 

“V^th UK interest rates die highest of 
G7 countries, this will further constrain 
Britain's international competitiveness,’' he 
added. 

However, moitg^ lenders reacted 
calmfy, vritb most afinnimdiig that they 
would not make any decisions about mort- 
gage rates immediately. The two biggest 
mutual lenders, the Nationwide and Brad- 
ford & Bingley, made a wide^ead move 
unliki^ sa^ng they would hcM their rates 
until the end of December and end of 
January respectively. 



High street fared better 
in October but car 
sales suffered slowdown 


Retail sales picked up Irs ' 3 ^'i.ober, 
according to figures released 
yesterday which hdped vindicate 
the Bank^ dedsion to lift rates. 
But the bobrnfng car market 
slowed down after its strong 
performance over the summer. 
Midtoel Haoison and Okine Coyle 
examine the latest figures. 


Eddie George: Following yesterday^ move the Govwnor wB be able to show 
inflation meeting its target in rite Banldi Quarterfy Inflation Report next week 


Nor did ibe lenders think the latest rate 
rise would harm the housing mazkeL “As 
long as base rates do not go a lot hi^er, 
there mil be no impact. The housmg 
market recovery is soU^ t»sed.” s^ Gary 
Marsh of the Halifax. 

Some economisis reckon the pace of 
growth is still w rapid that the &nk wfli 
eventually have to stamp harder on tbe 
brakes. Most pointed to the mouat^ ev- 
idence of sldil ^Ttages and pay pressures 
in the jobs market as the biggest oonemn. 

David ^KbKon at Gddman &dis one 


more increase would get the economy 
back to its trend. “But that is the nunifflum 
that is needed to keep inflatfon on target.** 
be said. The risk was that rates would need 
to be raised even farther. 

And Kevin Gardiner of Morgan Stanley 
said “The Bank has ^ven its credibility a 
realboewt." 

But with even the most pestimistic an- 
alysts fbrsee interest rates ri»ng no hi^er 
than 8 per cent, this would be the kwest peak 
dming a busii^ss cycle for a geDetation. 

Outlook, page 23 


Tbe Confederaion of British Industry 
reported that sales volumes reach^ 
their strongest level for a year in 
October after having been held back the 
previous month by the “Diana factor” . 

According to tbe organisation's lat- 
est distributive trades survey the level 
of activity on the high street last montb 
was well above average for the time of 
year with sa l<^ increasiiig at their quick- 
est rate since November, 1996. 

The CRT said tbe underiying trend 
suggested that a slowdown in sales 
growth since midsummer has levelled 
off. also became more opti- 

mistic about sales prospects for the next 
few months, with the volume of business 
in October surpassing their ezqzectations. 

Alastair Eperon, chairman of the 
CBI’s survey panel, said: “TTiis survey 
paints a more promising picture for re- 
tailers. as overall sales volumes in Oc- 
tober increased at their fastest rate for 
almost a year." 

The balance of retailers reporting an 
increase rather than a decrease in sales 
was 38 per cent compared with 26 per 
cent in September. 

All retail sectors apart from footwear 
and leather reported October sales 
hi ghftr than a year earlier. Sales of both 
furniture and carpets and clothing re- 
bounded strongly after a dismal Sep- 
tember. Ofl’-licences, booksellers and 
chemists also had a much better month. 

“Overall the survey indicates a 
bounce back in spending in October, but 
not at a rate that will allow retailers to 
push up prices,” concluded Geo^ey 
Didcs. an economist at Nat^Mst Markets. 

Michael Saunders of Salomon Broth- 
ers said the evidence that consumer 
spending bad not yet slowed to a sus- 


tainaWe pa« mppone'' the Ease for a 

base rates rise. — 

Simon Briscoe of Nikko Europe 
said that despite the models na^ of 
the pick-up the markets were toly to 

nmiam aeivous about future trends 
ticulariy the threatof aspendingboom 

over the Christmas period. 

Christmas shopping lifts consumer 
spending in November and December 
and this year many analysts P^“ 
dieting that High Street sal^ could be 
stronger than ever. They said timt wm 
narticularfy because of a bo^ from the 
windfall gains made by milbons of peo- 
ple from the stockmarket flotations 
that followed the conversion of several 
leading buildup societies into banks ear- 
lier this year. Analysts also aaid that re- 
tail were beiqg buoyed by increases 

in incomes. 

New car sales ^gures for October 
were more muted showing a rise of only 
33 per cent to 156,706 on the same 
month last year. Tlie increase compares 
wii rert'*ri sales in August and Sej^ * 
teinber and an overall rise of 6.7 per cent * 
in the new car market in the fimt 10 
months of the year. 

“These figure arc clear evidence of 
a slowdown in tbe car market following 
the pattern of other retail sectors,” said 
&nie ThompAOD. chief executive of tbe 
Society of Motor Manufecturters and 
Traders. 

Alan Fulham, director of the Retail 
Motor Industry rederations, dealers as- 
sociation, said: 'Tt is clear that demand 
is slowingic line with the general econ- 
omy but the figures are still a cause for 
gratifleatioD.'' 

Imports took 6S percent of the mar- 
ket while the share of sales accounted 
for by private motorists as opposed to 
fleet buyers was 44 per cent. « 

Fard remained the oiarket leader al- Ip . > 
fhniigh its share slipped to 16.7 per cent 
with Vkuxhall taking 14.7 per cent of 
sales and Rover just uni.T 10 per cent. 

Hie CBI's survey foil awed a r^rt 
earlier in tbe week showing an ip- 
crease in business activity in all the 
service industries. The Chartered - 
Institute of Purchasing and- Supply said 
there were si^ olsl^ shortages and 
rising pay. , 
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Doubts on Vickers Ernst partner quits after Revenue inquiry 
bid as Mayflower 
WOOS institutions 
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Money Market Rates 
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Mayflower, the 
automotive en^neering 
group contemplating a 
£lbn break-up bid for 
Vickers, the tanks to 
Rolls Royce cars group, 
yesterday began wooing 
support from City 
Institutions. But, as 
Mkhad Harrison and 
Chris Godsmark report, 
doubts are growing 
about Mayflower^ 
ability to finance an 
offer on its own. 
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John Simpson, chief executive 
of Mayflower, embarked on an 
intensive round of meetings 
with the group's main ^are- 
holdecsinsear^ofbwidringfoT 
a bid wfaidzwoald nearly triple 
its size and leave it with po- 
tentialfy heavy borrowings. 

Hve institutions hold about 
30 per cent of Mayflower’s 
shares and tiieirsiqipm will be 
cxudal if a bid is to be laundied. 
Mellower, advised by BZW. is 
said to have been siziog Vick- 
ers up for two years and to have 
begun making serious bid 
prqwiatioos in the late summer. 

^yflower's biggest share- 
holders are Mercury Asset 
managementwith just under 10 
per cent and fflU Samuel and 
Flemings Xnvestmenc ^fenage- 
ment, each witiz about 7 per 
cent Sduodeis could have a 
pivotal role to play as it holds 
4 per cent of Mayflower and 20 
per cent of Vickeis. 

MeanwhOe^tiiereweieindi- 
catkms that Vicfcezs,i(4udi cad- 
vised by t jiwtHs, could mount 
a bid defence involving a cash 
hand-oat to shareboldeis tcom 
the £S00m it hopes to raise by 
seDiiig Btils-Roy^ a plan 
was ***"«Hw^ last week. 

Clive Fotestier-'Vi^er of 
the brokers Charterhouse 
Tibe^, rast doubt on whether 
Mayflower had the firepower to 


proceed without a paitoer. “It 
is a dose run thing but I think 
they would need a biggerbnKh- 
er to do It,” he said. 

One potential partner is 
Che German car maker 
whidi already owns Rover. Gqt 
sources said yesterday that it 
was unlike ly Mayflower would 
have made ai^ move without 
oonsultu^ witit BMW stnee it 
was a important supplier to 
Rover, and because was 
suppljing the engine for the 
new 12-cylinder Rolls Royce. 

BMW also has a joint ven- 
ture with the Rolls-Royce aero 
engjne compare which owns 
tbe xi^ts to the I^Us Royce 
name used by Vickers. 

Mr Forestier-9(blker, who 
puts the break-up value of 
Vidteis at £920in, also ques- 
tions whether the Rolls or 
dhnsioa was what M^ower is 
prunarily interested in, sug- 
gesting its real targets are the 
Cosworth engineering and 
propulsion bumesses. 

^Us is reckoned to be 
worth £S00m’£60Otn. That is 
more than the stock market 
capitalisation of Mayflower. 
Brokets caloUate that May- 
flower, which is valued at 
£477x0, would need to launch 
a one-for-one ri^ts issue to 
fund just (he aoquisitioo of the 
Cosworth and propubioo sys- 
tems busiaesses. ledconed to be 
worth about £390nL 

But there would be a heavy 
goodwill writeKiff involved in 
buying Rolls, while tbe tanks 
business miiht be worth as Uttie 
asf^lm QDcea bidder took into 
account tbe costs of closing 
production facilities as its Chal- 
lenger tank orders run out 

Tbe Vickers defence is like- 
fy to osatre on the abiU^ of 
Mayflower to fund a bid. 
Ttough VidEecs has not ruled 
out iising the RoUs-Rpyce sale 
proceeds to ZDQunt a huge share 
buybadc. the proceeds are lite- 
to be 'invested in the ^up's 
marine ptopulsaoQ buaness and 
^pent on smamcale acquisitiODS. 


'The resignation of a 
prominent tax partner 
brings to a head a long- 
ninnlng dispute with the 
Inland Revenue, which 
has made big raids on 
the offices of several 
firms. Trapp reports. 


A leading partner in Ernst £ 
Young, one of the BigSixfinns 
of chartered accounCanis, has 
resigaed foUowtag an hilaad 
Revenue itrvestigadoa into sus- 
pected tax fraud. 

The firm, which last month 
anncniaced it was planning a 
merger writh fellow Big Six 
practire KPMG, said in a state- 
ment that Robin John, who 
worked in the firm’s London 


financial services office, "has 
derided that it is in bis interests 
and those of tbe firm” to resign 
from tbe pBitnership whOe the 
inquiries continue. He left last 
Friday, ”witb (mmediate 
effect". 

The move follows raids in 
what has been described as 
‘The most ^wctacular investi- 
gatioD ever launched" by tbe 
Revenue. Five E&Y offio^ in- 
efuding its London headquar- 
ters. were among 40 premises 
raided by Revenue officials last 
month. 1^ John's home and the 
offices of other professiooal ad- 
visers are understood to be 
among tbe others. 

The Revenue last night re- 
fused to comment on the in- 
vestigation. But, according to 
the latest issue ofAccounJoncy 
Age magazme, it is known that 


the case dates back to 1993, 
when officials attempted to 
block a series of avoidance 
schemes operated by UK com- 
paaies. Tbe schemes involved 
selling subsidiaries with large 
tax liabilities to trusts based in 
ofEsbore tax havens, such as 
Guernsey. 

Although the Revenue lost 
a lengthy legal battle with tbe 
companies in what E&Y calls 
**8 si^ oundier of 'money-pur- 
chase' schemes", the taw was 
changed in the 1994 But^t and 
documents were passed to the 
Revenue's special iovestiga- 
tioos unit. It is believed that it 
has examined whether pur- 
chasers involved involved in tbe 
schemes and their advisers 
tried to cheat the Revenue. 

■E&Y has been conducting 
its own investigation and. al- 


though this is not yet complet- 
ed, it is understood it Is not ez- 
pectiog ai^ Amber departures 
Tbe finn added that it is cod- 
tinuing to give its full co-oper- 
ation to the iovesti^tioD. 

Tbe development comes as 
a rqxm from the National Au- 
dit Office publ^lied yesterd^ - 14 
bx&atesagromngteDdm^for 
tax authorities in different 
countries to share mfonnatioo. 

In particular, note tax practi- 
tioners, there is an increasing 
readiness on the part of au- 
thorities to alert their col- 
leagues in other countries 
rather than wait to be asked 
specific questions. 

One said: a sense tins 

kills the idea > if it ever really 
etisted - that one can avoid tax 
bv hiding money or assets 
abroad.” 




Fresh funds take value of 
MAM portfolios over £IOObn 


Mercury Asset Management 
said yesterday U bad attracted 
£33bn of new investment funtfe 
during the six months to Sep- 
tember, taking the value of all 
the portfolios it manages to 
over £100ba for the fiist time. 

Hi^ Stevenson, ebamnan, 
dismitecd recent coverage of 
the poor performance of some 
of MAM'S funds, saying it was 
wrong to extrapolate tiieir per- 
formaace co tbe rest of tbe 
grexip. He said Mercury’s UK 
Equity fund, which tih lan- 
guish^ at the bottom of per- 
formance league tables in 
recent months, bad been reor- 
ganised during the summer 
and anyway rep re sented only a 
small prr^xution of MAM'S 
total managed funds, which 
reached £lM.4bD. 

He said that tbe perfor- 
mance of Mercury's pooled 
funds should be seen in tbe con- 
text of Ibeii five or lO-year 
records, which showed them 
among tiie best funds. 

During tbe first half-year, 
MAM'S profit before tax rose 
from £S 1 An to £88AnL Under- 
lying profits growth was faster. 


at 26 per cent, because it ex- 
cluded the unusually faigb con- 
iributioD from lumpy private 
equity mvestmeui disposals 
wb'ch distorted last ye^s re- 
ported result. 

Earnings per share rose 3p 
to 33.9p, from wtiicb a divideod 
of 123p. a 25 percent increase, 
was pa^ Mr Stevenson said tbe 
increase was in part a rriialanc- 
ing of MAM'S payout, which 
has tended to be heavily 
secood-balf weighted. 

About half MAM'S new 
business came fiiom overseas 
clients. The group is oonceo- 
tratir^ on fast-growing asset 
managem^t markets such as 
Japan, iriiere the peosion food 
business has recently been lib- 
eralised. and Cennany, where 
fuads under management in- 
creased by 45 per cent. 

MAM's shares, which re- 
cently slipped out of the FTSE 
100 index of leading companies, 
closed 20p lower at 1330p. Af- 
ter years of steady growth, the 
shares have moved tidewt^ 
throughout much of 1997. 

Tom Stevenson 

Outlook, page 23 


BASE RATE 


With effect from 
6 November 1997 
The Royal Bank of Scotland 
Base Rate has 
been increased 
from 7.00% to 
7.25% per annum. 


y V The Royal Bank 
of Scotiand 


Royal Bank of Seodand pic. 

R^pstmd Officr: 36 St Afutnu' Square, EJmhur^ EHZ 2YB. 
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Bank’s stitch in time should save nine 


OUTLOOK ' 

ON INTEREST RATES, 

performance of 

MAM'S PORTFOLIOS 
and KODAK’S 
PLANS FOR 

restructuring 


On the stitch in time saves nine principle, 
the Bank of England was absolutely right 
to put up short-term interest rates by a 
quarter point yesterday to 7.25 per cent. 
A number of small increases in interest 
rales now should dampen the economy 
and bead off the need for larger ones later. 

All these decisions are in the end largely 
a matter of judgement and no douEit there 
were some on the Bank’s monetary RjliqF 
Cooimittee who opposed this orove. Wb’U 
have to wait sx weeks to publication of the 
minutes to find out just how much oppo^ 
tion there was and where it came from. 

Even so the case for raising rates now, 
though not overwrfiel niingj is certainly 
compelling. The economy continues to 
grow at a fair old lick, and wbQe inflation 
seems to be in abeyance right now. it won't 
be long at this rate before it resurfaces. In 
some areas of the economy, notabh^ house 
prices in the South-east and wages in bi^ 
skill jobs like IT it is already racing away. 
What is more, the strong pound and some 
deflation in producer prices may he help- 
ing 10 disguise a far more alarming infla- 
tionary picture in the econamy tlmn the 
one we are seeing. Those who believe oth- 
erwise, including the former chancellor 
Kenneth Qaike and the Briti^ Chambers 
of Commerce, are just kidding themselves. 

Indeed, the only real surprise about yes- 
terday's decisioa is that it appears to have 
been so unexpected in the City. Plainfy this 
column, whi^ has been warning of the 
need for another rise in interest rates, is 
not as widely read as it should be. Thie, 
we don’t know yet in atty detail what meefa- 


anisms and guidelines the MPC uses in 
coming to its interest rate decisions, so 
there is bound to be some confusion. 
There should be sevne illumination on ihaii 
front in next Wednesday’s inflation report. 

But we do know what the inflation tar- 
get is and you onty have to look at the last 
inflation figures to know we are abo^« it. 
albeit nathin the one percentage point 
band either way the Government has ^ven 
the Bank as leeway, Fuiihennore, those 
who believed that the recent faU in Ifae 
stock market might persuade the MPC to 
alter its judgement because of the risks of 
causing another precipitous sell-off can't 
have been reading the literature. 

The MPC only has discretion to stray 
from the inflation target if there is a se- 
rious shock to the economy. Scary though 
the events of the past two weeks h^ beea 

a 9 per cent fall in a market which had 
alreacty gone up nearly 30 per cent on the 
year, can hardly be described as that 

Nor should recent statements by dther 
the Chancellor or the Governor about flu 
need to maintain a parallel tradt and mon- 
etary poli^ with sitigle currency countries, 
have been read as an indication that short 
term interest rates would be moved 
rapidly into line with these countries. 
Rather the reverse. What the Governor 
and the Chancellor were talking about was 
the common European objective and 
purpose of low inflation growth. Because 
we are at a different stage of the business 
(tycle, that objective for the time being re- 
quires a quite different monetary policy. 

In other words, yesterday’s decisioa, 


unpalatable though it might have been, was 
al^ entirely predktabie. A quarter point 
doesn't m any case tmtkR a huge amount 
of differeace either way. But it does send 
out an important signal -that the Bank is 
serious about keeping the lid on inflation. 

Mam needs to 
keep its nerve 

When Carol Galley, diief executive of Mer- 
cury Asset Management, walks in to quiz 
a nervous chief executive about his com- 
paity'speribnnanoe. she wants eapl an a tions 
not exaiMfL Sharebolders in MAM vriio 
have sought guidance on the underper- 
fonnance of some of the fund manager’s 
portfolks ought to be in the same privfleged 
position, but they hove been less fortuiuUe. 

lb a point, MAM is right to ignore aU 
the noise. No one with aity sense gives a 
fig about poor performance in a fond over 
three months or even a year. What mat- 
ters is the long haul, and ffyou go back five 
ra- lOyeais, MAM is sdQ r^ght up there with 
the bttt of them. It would also he wrong 
to extrapolate from the perfconance of one 
£3bo UK-focused fund the likely track 
record of a global investment compaiiy with 
more than £100ba of funds tied up in all 
asset classes in many different countries. 

That said, shareholders might e!q>ect 
aclearer explanation ofwhat went wrong 
and wtty in MAM*s UK pooled pension 
fond. MAM has grown fat on the biUions 
that pension funds have pushed its w^ as 


a direct consequence of its outperfo^ 
mange of the m^ctand itspe^ 
expect mandates to keep arriving if it re- 
mains at the bottom of the class. 

Rtr the time beii^ new business 
tinues to flood into the group hut that is m 
pa rt a reflection of the conservatim of 
trustees - no one got fired for appointing 

MAM -and the inevitable time-lag beW"^ 

a fund manager losing its touch and loang 
its clients. The worst thing it could do now, 
however, would be to also los* its nerw. 
Having miscalculated the surge m fhwncia l 

stocks and counted on a recovery in a hand- 
ful of bombedout slocks that feil^ to 
mati»rialicg, it has respooded by reming in 
individual managers' powers and moving 
towards stock selection by committee. 

At a time when active fund managers 
face an Increasing threat from comput- 
ers that simpty trai^ the indices, the high- 
est risk strategy would paradoxically be 
to take fewer risks. MAM should stick to 
Its stock plcldog and turn a deaf ear to 
the Schadenfreude. 

A bleak picture 
at Kodak 

Next Tuesday the chief executive of 
Kodak, George Fisher, will present W&U 
Street with a snapshot of where the com- 
pany is and a time-delayed frame of where 
he plans to take it For the group's 94,000 
workers, the picture looks bleaL The word 
is that he will take the axe to the business 


so violently that when he is finished, Ko- 
dak will have become, if not a virtual cor- 
poration, then certainly a pale image of 
its former self. 

As many as 14,000 job cuts are being 
spoken of along with a savage streamlining 

of production operations, the relocation 
of manufacturing facilities to low-cost 
countries and on exit from the business 
of making pbotographic paper, one of the 
main p lanks on which the Kodak brand 
has been built. This is as massive a cor- 
porate restructuring as' they come. 

It is clear something needs to be 
done. TTie company being overtaken and 
flattened by the Japanese; notwithstanding 
the company's famous brand name. Its 
share price has fallen by a third this year 
alone, its costs are 25 per cent higher than 
rivals such as Fuji, and its investment in 
the technolo^ of tomorraw, the digital 
camera, has so far proved an expensive 
failure. 

But for all that Kodaks solution sits 
oddly with the mood in the rest of cor- 
porate America, where there has been a 
fierce backlash against slash and burn 
labour policies and the ferodous down- 
sizing that became the hallm ark of the 
early 1990s. Job reduction and compres- 
sion aside, the main thrust of the com- 
pany's revival strategy looks like being big 
price cuts in its core retail film business, 
which might allow it to match the com- 
petition from Japan but threatens to 
leave a S500m hole in operating profits. 
It is not obvious that such tactics ^ suc- 
ceed in reviving the company. 


Kodak could 
axe 14,000 in 
^draconian’ 
restructure 
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Kodak has one of the 
worlds most powerful 
brands, but recently its 
focus has become fuzzy. 
Now Wall Street is 
hoping that next week 
George Fisher, the 
company^ chief 
executive, will offer a 
solution by cutting 
tfiousands of jobs. 

David (Jshome in 
New York reports. 


With its stock struggling and its 
revenue under attack from 
competitors such as Fuji of 
Japan. Kodak is eiqiected to an- 
nounce dramatic steps next 
week to regain momentum — iiv 
eluding plans to slash up to 
14,000 jobs from a bloated 
p^ToU. 

Anticipation is rising on 
V&U Street that an anatysts 
meeting that has been called by 
Nfr Fisher, for next Tuesday will 
mark the moment the compa- 
ny bites a series of painfol 
bullets. 

In addilion to prunir^ work- 
force numbers. Kodak could 
.mnniin ce ■several Other initia- 
tives including a broad price- 
cutting campaign for its core 
retail film business, and a 
of manufacturing 

operations. 

In a brief siaiemenl yester- 
day, the pbotographic and 
imaging giant said only: “We 

will take strong action to reduce 

our cost structure and strong 
acikxi to accelerate our growth 
strateg}'." 


Some observers believe that 
Mr Fisher will be forced to lay 
off 14,000 empktyees to bring 
the payroll at Kadak dqwn to 
80,000. Others expea a s^t- 
ty less draconian trimming of 
somewhere around 5,000 jobs. 

What is dear, hrmever, is 
that one of the world’s best- 
known and oldest, and some 
would say most old-fashioned, 
companies is about to under- 
go conaderable trauma. In a 
time when the rest of the US 
economy is flourishing, pink 
slips are about to flutter at Ko- 
riak l&e flaJees in a soowstonn. 

“It's going to have to be a 
rather large restructuring in or- 
der to have sufficient impaa 
and give them the flexibility to 
complete with firms like Fiq'i.’' 
said Robert Oman, an anatyst 
at Merrill Lynch ye^rday. 

There has been disappoint- 
ment amoi^ investors, that 
Mr Fisher, who took over at 
Kodak after leaving Motorola, 
did not act earlier to modernise 
a gtiii somewhat traditional, 
vertically integrated employee 
structure at the comp^. “It is 
still a very paternalistic organ- 
isation and it was supposed to 
change under Fsher,” 
remarked Alex Henderson of 
Prudential Securities. 

That something has to be 
done is self-evident At about 
$63 per share. Kodak stock is 
down tty roughly one-third this 
year. Revenue from film sales 
is being increasingly dented 
by cut-price competition frtxn 
Fuji of Japan. In the mcMlime, 
the company has been invest- 
ing about $500m in product de- 
velopment Its digital business, 
which bad been the great hope 



Kodak may announce a broad price-cutting cvnpaign for 
rts core re^ film business 


of Fisher, has so failed property 
to take off and is 50 £u losing 
the firm roughly $200m a year. 

Investors ^xive all expect 
Fisher to cut costs wherever he 
can. Costs are running at about 
27 per cent of sales at Kodak. 
That compares hopelessly un- 
favourably with a 20 per cent 
figure at Fujt 

Mr Fisher is not expected 
to give final details on price- 
reduction tactics at next 
week’s meeting, because of ne- 
gotiations that will have to be 
entered into witb retailers. 
If, however, Kodak attempts 
to lower prices by .10 per cent 


on its consumer film products, 
it could cut into operating 
profits by as much as S500m 
a year. 

Action that Mr Fisher may 
announce, aside from job cut^ 
could be the relocation of dis- 
posable camera manufocturiog 
from the current US plants to 
countries with lower costs liire 
Mexico. 

Some analysis also expect 
Kodak to stop making photo- 
graphic paper. That would 
mean closiag its pulp mill in 
New York state and contract- 
ingout papernnaUng to outside 
suppliers. 


•Formula One float back on track 




Bemte Eedestone^ 
hopes of floating 
Formula One Holdings, 
lus motor racing 
promotional empire* 
have been boosted by a 
breakthrough in the row 
over television lights 
with leading Grand Pri* 

teams. CMs GodsmarK 

Correspondent, 

examines the remaining 
obstacles on the road to 
a £l 3bn share bonanza. 


4 . Sources dose to the top icajns 
‘ ^ sakl Mr Ecd(»tonc, who has 
more control over the sp^ 
than anyone else, had almost 


concluded a deal over the share 

of television revenues. It means 
the flotation is finally likely to 
emeige from the starting gnd, 
not until next year, 
fliree tea^ Williams, 

McLaren and Tyrrell, had re- 
fosed to sign the Conmrde 
Ameemenu which divide up 
r^nues from the televisiiig of 

Grand Prix races between the 
cinstruclors.Theun«rtamty 

had blighted the flotatioa ong- 

planned to coincide wi* 

^tish Grand Pnx in 
and save the teams a valuable 
bar&ng tool in negpnaho^ 

^U^emnged yester^J*^ 

TyneU have recently 

10 Concorde, faciiig.ivirEi*icaiuu««™j— 

^biggerteanE.^Btoa^ pS off a deal thought to be 
McLaren, are no» £ 70m with ITV, giving the 

of the way to an agreemenuai 


ter Mr Eodestone offered rig- 
nificant concessions. Rreviou^ 
sources said they had been only 
halfway towards a deal with hfr 
Fx y l fjrtnn e, whose company was 
given control over the lucrative 
rights tty the sport’s governing 
body, the FIA 

The Arrows team is also un- 
derstood to have settled its dis- 
pute over Concorde. Arrows, 
which parted comply with for- 
mer world champion Damon 
hid at the end of the season, was 

also thought to be attenqjting to 

contest the agreement decile 
having previousty si^ed. 

plnaik ftfthediviaonofrev^ 
enues have always been a 
dosely guarded secret in motor 
racinfi. Mr Eodestone last year 

^ mm ■ -I > n f*l rt 


network exdusrve li^ts over 
radng coveia^ U is [ircigectioDS 
of timing s from interactive 
digital TV vduefa have fuelled 
the ambitious 'valuation sug- 
gestion by Salomon Brothers, 
Mr Eedestone's adviser. 

Another barrier to the float 
was also removed this week, 
when the Government said it 
would not force learns to ditch 
tOiaoco advertisiag. Top teams 
can net more than £20m from 
individual edgarette sponsors. 

The biggest obstade to the 
float is DOW an investigation by 
the European CommisaoD into 
whether Mr Ecclestone can 
claim ownership of televsion 
r^htaThe ComznissiOQisques- 
tkxut^ whethercontracts agned 
by broadcasters and teams 
breached competition rules. 


Boots plans to boost market share with ‘health’ strategy 


Hrst there was Boots 
tile Chemist then Boots 
Opticians, and soon 
there could be Boots the 
Dentist. In the battle for 
maiiret share. Boots is 
planning to offer its 
customers more than 
just products * it wants 
to sell them oepert 
advice on healthy living 
writes Sameena Aivnad, 


Boots, the chemist, car parts 
and DIY retailer, said yester- 


day that it was p lanning to roU 
out dental services to cus- 
tomers in a prog^ramme de^ 
signed to woo cusiomeis from 
the supermarkets. The com- 
pany, which also reported in- 
terim profits up 6 per cent to 
£253m, said that it planned to 
roll out its current ^ concept 
chemist stores over the next 
three years. 

The stores offer an ex- 
panded range of services such 
as oounteis advising customers 
on sldn care, oral Itygiene and 
hair colouring. Steve Russell, 
joint managing director who. 
calls the programme “positive 


staffing", said Boots would 
build on its experience in of- 
fering phannacy and optical 
consultation: “There is a mas- 
sive Interest in well-being and 
healthy-living. We can use our 
staff in an interface witb cus- 
tomers providing advice in a 
way that strpermarkeLs can't 
do." said Steve Russell, joint 
managing director. 

However j^ing customers 
advice on tooth care could be 
controversial. While Boots 
stressed it had no plans to re- 
place dentists and said it could 
train Bxisiing staff in oral hy- 
gicne. the company is al/endy 


employing one registered den- 
tist, though not practising, to 
advise customers in a pilot 
store in Bexley Heath. 

A spokesman for the Gen- 
eral Dental Council, which 
registers dentists, said he 
would be concerned if Boots 
was trying to offer advice that 
should come from qualified 
dentists. 

“There is a gray area here. 
Legally only certain companies 
can employ dentisis to practice 
deniistiy and that includes ad- 
vice. We would be concerned 
to clurii) the situation with 
Boots." 
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Boots a safe bet 
in the turmoil 


Boots: At a glance 

Maiftet value: £7.9bn, share price 868.5p (-21 .sp) 


In tbtse day's of boundng stodc markets. 
Boots, the retail giant, looks an ever safe 
bet. Yesterday’s healthy half*year results 
which reported undeifying profits 6 per 
cent ahead to i253m and sales J3 per 
cent stronger at £2.3bn, show Boots is 
acting fast to e?q>and and differentiate 
its already strong Boots the diemist 
(BTC) brand and keep competition 
from supermarkets at bay. 

Boots' advantage over the likes of 
Tesoo is that its focus on healthcare and 
beauty is a perfect forum for brand 
building. Tins of beans come in limi t- 
ed varieties. Shampoos, baihfoam and 
lipsticks offer much more scope for the 
crcaine marketing manager. Boots’ 
otMi-brands. such as Na.7 skincare, are 
selling well. 

\V7th its'ou'n manufacturing. Boots 
can develop innovatn'e product lines 
last. Happily BTC is also in one of (he 
fusiesi growing retail markets - health 
and beauty' products. Demand here 
drov e up BTC sales 4.8 per cent like- 
for-likc and profits by 10 per cent, de- 
spite poor summer weather and the 
Diana effect which cost £9m in lost 
soles. 

Anyone can sell a vitamin or a 
toothpaste and Boots with its ground- 
ing in pharmacy' is exploring wtQ'S to of- 
fer consultation on top. Concept stores 
offering eustumers advice on tooth 
and skin care should be rolled out over 
the next three years. It sounds like a 
great way to keep people in the shops 
and buying for longer. 

Lord Blyth. chief executive, spies 
plenty of gaps in which to plug a BTC 
shop. The high street stores, currently 
13I KJ in number could be expanded 
40 newsfiopsayearwithCl lai^redge 
of tenvn stores expected by theyear-erid 
Though early days, (he Advantage 
Card, launched September 1st at a cost 
of iVm. looks like it will be a winner with 
af^katiORs already en:eeding 4imllkm, 
making the 8 million card, 12 month tar- 
get kv>k beatable. Of the other retail 
businesses. Do-Il-Ah is recovering and 
in profit of thhsirongcr first half, povit^ 
the for an encntual seO-off and prof- 

its at Halfords, the car parts ret^er, 
surged 40 per cent 

With risk-sby investors piUng into 
defensive stockL the group's rating of 


Trading record 

1995 

1996 

1997 

1996 

1997 

liimover |£bn) 

, 1 

FiMyertDSt Mach s 

^HatryBariD30SsDL-N 

4.31 

4.12 
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Pre-tax profits (Cm) 
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.105 V 

Earnings per share |p) 
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■ 19.1 

2.6 

DMdends per share (p) 

*20.5p excluding specid dhidend 

17.0 

18.5 

64.7* 

6.2 

6.7 


roarpns. Despite a net yield of over 
6 percent, the shares, at less tiian half 
the level they reached only two years 
ago. remain uoactractive 


Shell considers big 

drive into Russia 
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Yates Bros makes 
rapid progress 


Half year sales by division 
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20 times on £56(hn profits for the full 
vear now looks fiiU. Hold for now. 


Kwik Save slow 
to arrest decline 


Whoever takes over from Graham 
Bowler next summer faces an enor- 
mous task. Kwik Save, squeezed be- 
tween the supermarket majois on the 
'one hand and the continental dis- 
counters on (he other, is struggling 
bard to justify* its existence. 

Pre-tax profits of £73.7m for the 
year to August were well down on the 
£90.3m achieved last year and look 
likely to continue to with shop- 
pers deserting the chain in droves. 
Like^or-Uke sales during the year fell 
4 per cent while the industiy as a 
whole reported a 5 per cent rise. In 
the eight weeks since the end of the 
financial year there has been a fur- 
ther 6 per cent decline. 

Kwik Save has spent a foitune on 
advice from Andersen Consulting, 
which seems to have concluded that 
Kwik Save's shops should be more like 
the Tesco and ones its customers 


are flocking to. It is hard to sec how 
that strategy can work, however, 
when the only reason for Kwik Save 
being there at all is that it offers some- 
thing the others do not. 

The company’s main challenge is 
deceptively simple > to persuade rts 
erisdng customer base to ^end more. 
The New Generation stores, cur- 
rently being rolled out, though at 
rather a snail’s pace, now focus more 
on fresh produce, but most shoppers 
seem likely to continue to use Kwik 
Save only for cheap commodities. 

Key to this year’s results will be 
how successful Kwik Save proves to 
be in using a roU-out of its own 
brand labels to increase its gross 
margin. With sales, even after a fore- 
cast 4 per cent decline (bis year, ex- 
pected to be around £3bo, profits are 
highly sensitive to small movements 
in the return on turnover. Squeezing 
another 0.3 per cent of gross maigin 
after last year's 1.1 per cent rise 
could remit in pre-tax profits this time 
of £66ta, analysts belike, but growth 
of half as modi would pi^ profits back 
to£54m. 

At 32S.Sp, up 2p yesterday, Kwik 
Save's tiiares stand on a prospective 
price/earnings ratio of 13 or 15. de- 
pending on which view you take on 


Yates Brothers Wine Lodges grew out 
of a 19th-ceQtuty wine shaper based 
m Manchester but j<^ed the stoi^ 
market rmly three years ago and gg*- 
bariced a period rapid expanaoQ. 
Under the direction ttf feter Didcson, 
agreat great grandson of the founder, 
Yates increase its trading outlets 
by an astooisfaing 40 per cent in the cur- 
rent financial year, and plans to dou- 
ble again over the next four years to 
200 sites tn all the big towns in the 
oouotiy. 

New locations can cost up to f?"* 
to acqoire and equip, but they take an 
average of £SUX}0 a week, putting them 
at die very top end of the h'censed 
fuemises business and move quicl^ 
into pre^t . 

growth costs money, bowever. 
Cajut^ e:q)eadjture donbled to altzKast 
£20m in first half and boirowaigs 
rose to £29nL 'Yates yesterday hired 
John Bames the managmp director of 
the Hany Ramsden fisb-and'Chip chain 
as a Don-executive director for his 
e^rtise wnth retail brands and tapped 
another source of capital when it 
teamed up with Ouintain 'Estates, a 
South of ^gland property compai^, 
to create an investment company 
^)ecuJJsmg in licensed premises and 
restaurants. 

Initially the folnt venture will mvest 
£20m m a portfolio of 15 of Yates* 
premises that wSl be leased bade on 25- 
year tenna, and Ystes will raise a net 
£16m on the deal to fond foither 


Shell, the Anglo-Dutch 
oil group, could be 8d>out 
to launch its biggest 
drive yet into the 
Russian ml business, 
according to one of the 
country^ new agencies. 

As Chrb CodsnNVk, 
Buaness Correspondent, 
reports, the speculation 
came as the company 
disappointed analysts 
with a small increase in 
profits. 


Riqxxts yesterday said Shd) was 
plunning to a joint bid 
with Gaqnom, the oQ and gas 
group, for Rowft, one of Rus- 
aa's biggest oil businesses. The 
Russian government mtends to 
prtvai^ Rosneft next year. 

Shell described the reports 
as ‘’specuhtion " yesterday and 
dedtned to comment further. 
The oil giant has already made 
more limhed in-roads into Rus- 
ria, thoijgb a partnership in an 
offehore venture with Mara- 
thon, Mitsubishi and Mitsui 


The compaiy has also been 
given approval to build several 
petrol station rites in St Peieis- 
buig, with the fiiist gar^ due 
to open thb year. 

The speculation fblIov« m- 
dicadons by Britirii Pbtioleim 
ftgriifr this week of renewed in- 
terest in Russia after a disap- 
poigrin g aepetience in the eaiiy 
1990s. BP has recently expan- 
ded a nhain of peiTOl Stations 
in Moscow and said it was de- 
bating whether to step ^ its io- 
vestmeot programme into the 
opgimam oil eiploration busi- 
Qcss. John Browne, chief ex- 
ecutive, said BP was ‘Tall^ to 

lots of people” in Rxissia Md 
was encouraged 1^ the im- 
proving political cUmate for 
foreign investors. 

Shares in Shell Uansport, 
the UK-quoted part of the 
group, fell 8p yesterday to 
412Jp, after the company re- 
vealed amodest 5 percenl rise 

in ^rninff t in the third quarter, 
excluding special items, to 
il.lTbn. SheD said the results 
was its second record third- 
quarter performance in a row, 
but analysts pointed to contin- 
uiog uxsceitainQ' over the future 


of the group’s £7bn cash pile. 

One mudyst, John Tbabter 
from Soddtd Gea6i^ said: 
"There fe a lot of hope 
and nothing is maierialU^" 

Sfa^ has previousbr said a biiy- 
back was unlikely in the short 

tenn becBise of unfavoutaWe tax 

treatment in the Netheriaads. 

SbeQ has raised espeOBtioDS 
with recent deals, indudihgbuy^ n , 

mg out its Italian jomt venture , ' 
partner, Montedison, in the 

MbnteD plas ti cs m a kin g fauaoess. 

The results were boosted 

oontimiing cost c utting in Sb^s 
exploration and production 
business, vriiidi partb' oflCsctthe 

recent drop in oil faices. Third- 

quarter earning fiom caplor-. 
atioo and production fell 1 per 
cent, to £595m. Sbefiyesterday 
said it was pleased by the 

efficieDcy gains, v4iidi a ^xjkes- 

ynan described as “self help’^,. 
appaientb^ borrowit^ a phrase 
whiefa has become BP’S mantra. 
Profits mar^ns from oQ re- 

fioingandmaiketit^ inclu^i^ : 

petrol retailii^ improved sign- , 
ificantly. Refining and market- ^ ^ 
ing eaxtuogs between July and 
September were £451m, up 7 
per cent on the previous year. 





Royal SunAlliance profits slip 


Of^asion. 

Profits have rireu steadily overthe 
last five years indudiog a 27 percent 
increase to £5.Im before exceptiooals 
in the sis months to 28 September. But 
Williams de Broe is st21 forecasting 
profits of £]2m and camiDgs of lS3p 
for tfae frill year. The shares, un- 
changed at are on 25 times 

pro^iective earnings. High enou^ 
forafamfly-oonCralled compai^wbidi 
might need a rights issue next year. 


Royal SunAlliance yesterday 
blamed what it called “the 
London bus ^drome* for a 
leap in claims in the third 
quarter of this year which 
caused its profits to riip. 

The composite insurer said 
tc had been hit by an unusually 
high number of daims, which 
cost £93ni, 79 per cent more 
Chao in the third quarter of 
199& This hdped to pish down 
profits orer the nine months by 
£3m to £738m. 

A oonqxu^ spokeasan said: 
“We normally expect there to 
be a steady flow of teasooabfy 
large cimms, such as fires and 
floods. But this year we have 
had an extraordinarily good 
first six months. Uke the Lon- 


don buses all coming at once, 
we bad alt the gtaiim between 
July and September.” 

Royal SunAlfiaoce said the 
volcano eruption in Montserrat 
and large daims on UK 
er^ bad boosted the daims f^- 
ure. The company said it had 
glieft beM hit by the strong 
pound because half of its gen- 
eral insurance anda third of Jis 
life insurance was sold abroad. 

Invesfois drove down Royal 
SunAlliance shares by 195p to 
580^p. The drop of 25 percent 
compared with a 1 per cent 
slide in the FTSE 100 index. 

Some analysts said they 
were disappointed the insurer 
had as yet failed to deliver on 
a promised share biQ^-back. It 


gafrt Budget dianges to advan- 
ced corporation tax bad to be 
digested first 

One analyst said: “The mar- 
ket is dissatisfied with the afti- 
rtide and is unsure whether the 
company may be procrasti- 
nating. The pn^xsal vras made 
before (be Budget but if the. 
commitment remains to 
ahead with the buy-back, the 
company riiould go on.” 

Other obseiveR said per- 
formance in the US had been 
lacklustre. While last year's 
merger between Royal Insnr- . 
aoce and Sun AlUance bad pro- 
duced savings of £1 10m in line 
with expeemtions, the cDtnpaiiy 
needed a new focus, they added. 

- Andrew Verfty . 


Barclays Base 
Rate Change 


Etam continues 
talks with bidders 


Ofwat reveals extent of 
hosepipe ban 


Barclays Bank PLC 


announces that with effect from 


6th November 1997^ 


its Base Rate has increased 


from 7.00% to 7.25% 


BARCLAYS 


BARCLAYS BANK PLC 

REGISTERED OFFICE: M LOMBARD STREET, EC3P 3AB. 
REGISTERED NUMBER 1026167. 


Etam, the troubled womenswear 
retsuler, srid yesterday it was 
coatinuing to hoU tails with po- 
tential bidders for the com- 
pany, but deefined to divulge the 
identiQr of any of the suitors. 

'These proposals are being 
actively considered and a fur- 
ther announcement will be 
communKated to shareholders 
as soon as possible,” Nick 
Hodir^iroith, Etam's manag- 
ing dfr^or, said yesterday. 
News that the oompany was in 
bid talks was Gist aonounoed 
last month. 

Tfae most likely bidders, 
according to market sources, 
include House of Fraser, New 
look and a US footwear rriaHer. 
bfine West. 

Meanwhile, the company 
yesterday reported a loss of 
£7.8m for the balfryear to 9 Au- 
gust, one third larger than in the 
equivalent peri^ last year. 
Turnover was down 6 per cent, 
rent and rates e<^d taiiher and 
staff costs went up nearly 5 per 
cent Gearing and interest 
charges rose, although capital 
expenditure was cut l^m 
£45m to £2.3m and Che num- 
ber of shops was pruned from 
221 to 214. 


Sales were adversely af- 
fected by the cool, wet weather 
in June, and extra mark-downs 
on prices were needed to dear 
unsold stock, In the first four 
weeks of (he second-half^ sales 
of aununn stodc were depressed 
by unseasooally good weather 
and the impact of the funeral 
of Diana. Princess of Wales. 

Irade had siooe improved 
and Uke-for-^ sales in die past 
eight weeks had been 4.4 per 
cent ahead of last year, Mr 
HoUii^Ofth said. 

Seven recently refrubished 
"new format” stores, including 
four entirely new sbt^ which 
have been promoted using the 
actress Patsy Kensii. are per- 
fonning above budget. The 
three esdsting stores converted 
to the new format are trading 
"cooriderably above budget” 
and independent market te- 
seardi riiows the new shopfit 
and the improved range of 
merchandise are bringing 
lapsed customers bade to ^un, 

aocoixfing to yesterd^s state- 
ment 

The shares fell a further Up 
to ll^afhrciyfromtbeiwak 
of 28(^ three years ago. 

^ Qfjbnd Cerman 


Some 32 per cent of households in England and Wales were 
subject to hosepipe bans last year, according to figures re- 
leased yesterday by OfwaL the water watchdog. Ofrvat said 
tfae numbers of bans had feUen in the year to the end of March 
compared with the previous year. The report praised the in- 
dustry for improving service standards. Imt warned the per- 
formance of some companies was not good enough. The report 
showed 92 per cent of enquiries about bills were answered 
within five working days, whfle the number of written com- 
plaints fell fay IS JXX) to 157.000. Baor performance was high- 
lighted at Anglian Witer, North WsL South Wst and Vibssez. 
which were asked to provide plans for improvement. 


Daiwa executives 
arrested in Tokyo 


BSkyB deal confirmed 


BSkyB and C^bie & Wireless Commuaicatioas yesterday con- 
firmed Ih^ bad signed a deal to co-operate on the launch 
of digilaJ satellite and cable lelevirion. As port of the two to 
three-year agreement which had been trailed for many 
moni^. ewe is to take BS^B’s pay-per-view service, Sl^ 
Bcfx Office, on analogue and digital platforms. Customers 
will be able to pay to view movies, sporting and music events. 
The pact threatens to undennine an alliance between four 
other cable companies to develop a pay-per-view service. 


German manufacturing 


German manufacturing orders fell a seasonally adjusted Ifi 
per cent in September from August and were up an unadjusted 
10.9 per cent from ayear earlier, the Economics Ministry said. 
*nie consensus forecast bad been for a rise of 0.6 per cent. The 
ministty said it expects an upward correetkm in the Septem- 
ber data. The feet holid^ were later this year dfetoited the 
figures for September and August Domestic orders in Ger- 
many were down 2.0 per cent in September from August 
up 43 per cent from a year earlier, while foreign orders shed 
UperctmionthenjoQth. but rose 22J per cent on the year. 


The Japanese “gEn^ter payoff” 
STRuriaf escalated yesterday as 
Hiromitsu Sogame, former 
vice-president ^Ibl^o-based 
brokerage Daiwa Securities, 
was arrested along with three 
other Daiwa senior officials. 

Senior executives at all of 
Japan^ ‘'Big Four” brofrerages 
- Daiwa, Nomura. NQcko and 
Yamaicfaj - have now been 
arrested in oonnectioa with 
alleged illegal payments to 
J^anese racketeers, known as 
soka^. Besides the broking 
houses, several other leading 
financial instiruriniK, inclnd^n g 
Daj-Jcbj Kangyo Bank, have 
been caught up in Ibe scandal. 

Tlus is ihrealening to de- 
stroy the international cxedi- 
bOiQr of the entire Japanese 
ecooonqr,'’ said Kanezo Mu- 
raoka, ^ef cabinet secretary, 
in an address to Japanese busi- 
ness leaders yesterday. 

Unto recently, the scandal 
was thought to te confined to 
the finaocia] communi^. But 
recent revelations that Nfitsubi- 
shL the car maker, and Tbstuba, 
the giant electronics company, 
had made payments to alleged 
racketeers showed that the in- 
Suenoe of thesoAo^ wasmore 




Boost for Northern Leisure 


widespread than originally 
thougbL 

Sokafya are extortionists 
who extract money from com- 
panies in return for not dis- 
rupting shareholders’ meetii^ . 
F^menls to have been 
ille^ in Japan since 1983. ^ 

The Japanese media have 
alleged that several top Japan- 
ese firms have ebaoneiled ' 
money to extc^tidiusts via pay- 
ments for beach houses rented 
from aAnfcsr^-asodated firm. 
Hitachi, the electroofcs group, 
last week admitted that it had 
made payments of this type. 

The scandal has begun to im- 
pact upon the finandal healtii 
of leading Japanese compa- 
ni^ Mood's investor Service, 
the credit rrimg agency, warned 
yesterday that Yamaichi Secu- 
rities' bond ratings could be 
downgraded. Moody’s is con- 
ducting a review of YamaichL 

The review will consider 
the long-term implications of 
the Qlegal p^tments scandal in- 
voWmg Yammchi., and the di- 
minished likelihood ' of 
government support for the 
firm in the case of financial dis- 
tress”, Moody's added. 

- Lea Paterson 






Parity pushes into US market 


Base Rate 


Australia and New Zealand 
Banking Group Limited 
announces ‘that its base 
rate has changed from 7% 
to 7.25% p.a. with effect 
from close of business on 
6th Nervember. 1997 


Grindlays 


Ivat* binklns 


PO Box 130 
London SW'1Y4LF 


Tel; 0171 451 3500 


Pari^, one of the UK's leading 
ptoviciecs of iafoanatioa tech- 
nology services, is making its 
first push into tfae US market 
by buying two complementary 
American oompanies. 

Tfae Londem-based compa- 
ny will pay £2I.6m to buy Tel- 
Tfacfa and Personal Solutions, 
two femiV<3WDed businesses lo- 
cated In New York. A further 
£3m will be paid depending on 
the businesses performance in 
the next two years. 

Jonathan Gross, president 
of Terifacfa, will stay at the 
helm of his company wlule 
selling his majority stake. 

Pari^saidyestenl^that the 
acquistioflS would it the 
oppoitunity to grow in the US 


otgaoically. Rirther local aoqui- 
sitioos were also a pcatib^. 

Philip Swinstead, {ferity's 
chairman, said: "We have been 
carefully preparing for this 
move and Ibnedi provides tfae 
stable, long-estabAi^ed base 
that we have been seeUng.” 

He added that Pari^ and 
TelTech had the same ap- 
proach to their businesses, 
combining permanent em- 
ployees with freelance or 
temporary staff. Parity has 
J,0(W friU-time staff and 24^00 
part-time employees. 'felTech 
has a workforce of 460, 

Iferiiy will raise £26.9n2 on 
tfae stock market to pay for the 
deal. Shares rose to 595p, Up 
173p on the day. 


Shares in the iast-ejq^anding Northern Leisure chain of 
licensed dance bails rose I Ip to a peak of 325 Jp yesterday 
afterNidt Oppenbeim, vice chairman, delivered an up-beat 
statement at the annual meeting. In the nine weeks since 1 
September like-for-like sales have increased 3.8 per cent and 
total sales are 913 per cent ahead, thanks to new outlets. 
Three more sites have been acquired in the last two months 
atacostof£73m, bringing the mimber of outlets to 44. 


COMPANY RESULTS 
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Capita wins Lambeth deal 


l&MMS6|nc|(R 
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Capita, the management consultants and infonxiatioin tech- 
nology group, has won a contract worth £48m over seven years 
to suppty services to the London Borough of Lambeth. Capita 
will d^elop Lambeth’s office into a London Buriness Centre 
which hopes to atlract additional business to the borough. 
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Care First buys SurgiChem 
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Care Fust Group, the nursing home provider, has acquired 
SuipCbem. a manufacturer of monitored dosage systeoss, 
for £13n) plus a performance payment of up to £100,000. 
SurgiCbem made a profit of about £220,000 in the year to 
end September. 
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Union lifted by takeover talk once again 


market "REPORf 



DEREK. PAIN 

STOCK 

MARKET 

reporter 

OF THE YEAR 


Norwich UnkMi, Ihe insurance 
Sroup which has suffered sear 
coDtiDuous blasts of takeover 
spoculation since arriving on 
ibe stock market in the sura- 
fflcr, again stole the limeiighL, 
gaining 8.Sp to 3S9p. 

In busy trading the shares 
were at one time riding at 
36Up with a stream of small 
deals going throu gh 

The insurer has put on a re- 
inarkable display since flota- 
tion when shares were offered 
to members at 26Sp and in- 
stitutions at 290p. Membem 
also collected free 

before Norwich made 
its market d6but there was a 
strong conviction its of in- 

dependence were numbered. 
Indeed, towards the end of the 
flotation count down there 
was often intense qaeculation 
of bids being prepared. 

The latest share strength 
heralds another round of bid 


talk. Barclays and Lloyds TSB 
remain the market's favnuriie' 
predators. 

The Bardays image, suf- 
fering from the BZW sde fi- 
asco, would benefit from a 
positive move like an insurance 
strike and Lloyds has already 
made clear it still nurses in- 
surance ambitions. 

But the bid stoiy does not 
giet uiwftnsal su^xm. There is 
a school of thou^t that the 
share di^lay is due to insti- 
tutions talung advantage of 
selling by small shareholders. 
At the time of the issue their 
dUocaiions were cut back. 

Norwich shrugged off a 
downbeat session which was 
threatening to be a non event 
even before the surprise in- 
terest rate increase. Footsie 
ended 44.5 points down at 
4,863.8; at one time it was off 
67.1. Supporting shares were 
also ruffled. 


RJB hfining bad another 
distressing time, hit by a mys- 
tery 8 milUoa share sale . An to- 
stimtion sold the shares at 
15(^, below the then market 
price, to anotiaer iostitutiacLTbe 
identity of the buyer and sell- 
er was not disclosed buta^ny 
suspea Merevny Asset Man- 
agement topped up its aake 
with Af>b^ Life tmkwtiwg. 

RIB has been lut by cheap 
coal imports and generators 
switching from coal to gas. It 
has warned of jut dosures 
and 4,000 job loss^ The Gov- 
ernment has ruled out offer- 
ing a helping hand. 

Last month Dresdner 
Kleinwoit Benson said sell 
and wanied the shares may be 
worth only lOOp; they ended 
15poffa! 165p. 

Pilkfngtin) was again the 
heaviest traded share with a 
31.7 million volume recorded. 
The price recovered some of 


Wednesday’s fail, ending 5.5p 
higher at 136.5p. 

Rank, up 3p to 346p. con- 
tinued Us buy back pro- 
gramme, picking up 1.8 
coiOioo diaies at 34Sp. Ana- 
lysts toured some of its British 
leisure operations this week. 

Odt Telecom remained in 
form foQowing T A fedncsday*5 re- 
suJls. It added a further 243p 
to 561.Sp, a 47p two-day ad- 
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vazxe. Fbber Prest, a ^ledal- 
ist distributor, motored lQ2.5p 
to 34Qp as a possible bidder 

emerged but ^mpfitter 
lo^ Enropa crashed 108p to 
142p ft^kmingawazniDg prof- 
its were being hit by steriing’s 
strength. UdioscnhwUUlge^ 
the brewer, reioained fiat on 
Wednesdays profit warnii^ 
falling another 9p to 85p. 

VSefcers firmed Ip to 249p 
while Mayflower, the possiUe 
buyer of hs Rolls-Royce cars 
divison, fell a further 5.Sp to 
184p. T Clarke, a little elec^ 
erica] installer, surged 17p to 
9S.Sp after dedaring a 17p a 

share special (fividend. Current 

trading, it said, was encour- 
aging. It has woo contracts for 
power installations at Har- 
rods in Koightsbtid^ and the 
fit out of the Marriott Hotel 
at Heathrow. 

Aston ViUn, despite its 
Euro success, ran into selliz^ 


faiitne 70p to 762.5p.Tbe 
shares were 1.070p when they 
arrived in Ihe spring. The Eu- 
ropean victory lifted Man- 
chester Uta ju^ Ip to 654p. 

Northeni I<dsiire's upbeat 
tradii^ statement pushed the 
shares Up higher to 325.5p, a 

peak. Matttwfr dark, the hard 
p^s^ cider and wine group, 
softened 3p to 241.5p after 
MerriD Lyn^ turned cautious. 

Belj^ire, interun figures 
next month, advanced 16p to 
a 25Up peak. There is some 
talk of coipoi^ action. The 
company provides credit for 
motorists involved in no-fault 
aeddents. 

Kay’s Food, the contract 
caiereii held at Z.75p. Kevin 
ti-iv-h chief of ML Labora- 
tories, has lifted his interest to 
6.6 per cent through bis Mil- 
lennium 'Natures. Stuait'Shn. 
ML’s finance director, has 
around I per cent 


TAKING STOCK 

Era, (he sCrag^iBg retailer, 
held at 3.25p as a consortinm 
led by entrepnsiair Lake 
Johnson was revealed as a 
possible bnyerofitslbcno 
camera diain. Mr Jolmson’s 
team indiides Cbaiies Dan- 
stone of The Carphone Ware- 
hoose and electneal rmaller 
JoUan Richer. It is believed 
the group attempted to 
moant a reverse takeover be- 
fore Era came under new 
management There is specn- 
lation Mr Johnson and 
friends sdU see Era as a 
possible vehicle for a stock 
market presence. 

Avocet Minh^ rose 8p to 
150p as Soci6t6 G6n6rale 
Stianss Ibniball forecast it 
could move from losses into 
profits £10.5m in the year 
to March 1999. Tlie company 
is a leading producer of tung- 
sten, vriiere demand is in- 
creasing, and has gold 
operations in Malaysia. 
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push to link 
cable TV up 
with the Net 
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Microsoft, Bill Gates* 
software giant, is hc^ng 
to take centre-stage as 
the Internet and 
televiaon converge by 
linking up with leading 
US cable companies. 
Cathy NetmTon asks what 
Microsoft stands to ^n, 
and what cable 
companies have to lose. 


In recent weeks. Microsoft has 
reportedly been (aUdng with ail 
the big US cable companies - 
US West. Tele-Communica- 
tions (TCI). Cox Commuoka- 
tions. and Time ^^mer. 

iNiicrosoft's interest in tele- 
t ision took o£f earlier this year 
when it invested Sibn (£6C^) 
in an 11.S per cent stake in 
Comcast, the founh-largest 
cubic icJesisioo operator in the 
US. and bought Web TV Nct- 
Diks. a digiiai television set-top 
box maker, for $425x0. 

Recent reports suggest 
Microsoft wanU! to make sub- 
stantial investments in both US 
West and TCI. In addition, the 
company is believed to have 
held discussions with Cox and 
Time Warner about developing 
software for digital television. 

jMicnisoft is intent on mak- 
ing itself indispensable when, 
next year, a new-generatioo 
sci-lop box - the device which 
unscrambles distal television 
signals -tN-ill ^ve US customers 
simultaneous access to televi- 
sion and the InlemeL 

In return for sharing the 
financial burden of setting up 
new interactive serrioes, Micro- 
soft is hoping to gain control 
over the software used to enable 
viewvrs to acoss the Internet on 
T\' screens. The move would 


enable Microsoft to dominate 
in the home entertainment 
market, just as it presently en- 
joys a virtual monopoly in the 
personal computer trmrkeL 

Microsoft would be able to 

its products into tens of mil- 
lions of US homes subscribing 
to cable televi^n, as potential 
profits from mainly oEBoe-based 
computer software tail oQ. 
Whereas, m the UK, cable pen- 
etraiion is stru ggling in take ntt^ 
in the US, roughly 60 per cent 
of households with access to 
cable subscribe. 

Mark Lambert telecoms 
analyst at Merrill Lynch, s^: 
“Over the last 12 months, 
Microsoft has recognised the 
growing potential of the value 
of delivery into the home." 

He adds that cable has be- 
come attjaciive to Microsoft as 
many of the new interactive ser- 
vices being develc^d use a lot 
of capacity. Cable has the right 
infrastmentre for interaoivity as 
it provides a far wider band- 
width than most ordinaiy tele- 
coms networks. 

Microsoft is obviously keen 
to identify an opportuniiy be- 
fore someone ete does. “Some- 
one else might be able to 
control the conduit as wen as the 
content If Microsoft doesn’t," 
stm Mr Lambert. 

Fred Moran, managing di- 
rector of Furman Selz, a sub- 
sittiaiy of ING Barings, says: 
“We believe there wfll be fiir- 
ther activity between Microsoft 
and the cable companies. Mi- 
CTQScrft wants to eiqi^te the de- 
velopmeni of the cable set-top 
box and ensure their software 
gets utilised in the process." 

But Microsoft is not neces- 
sarily the only benefidaty of the 
alliances. Far from seeing 
Microsoft as a threatening 
□KXK>-poUst, Mr Moran redrons 
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interactive TV could expand Bill Gates* software market into milfions of homes 


the software company provides 
“one of the caUe industry's 
biggest opportunities". 

*^ks of hfictaaoft’s ovBitutes 
to the likes of TCI and US West 
have done wonders for shares in 
cable companies. Mr Moran 
estimates that ance Microsoft 
invested in Comcast, cable stock 
prices have ai^redated t 9 more 
than SO per oenLTQ has almost 
doubled its value. 

Cable operators have bad to 
foot a vast bill in order to build 
networks, and Microsoft's 
S9.63bacash-p0e could come in 
useful “They could use Micro- 
soft's help in cleaning up their 
balance sheet," Mr Moran says. 

There are sgns. thou^ that 


the cable industry may hesitate 
before getting into bed with 
MicrosofL Id August. John 
Malone, TO’s chairman, was 
quoted as sajniig: “BSU (^tes] 
^ to acc^ the fact that he 
cannot have quite the donu- 
nance in supp^g our indiutiy 
as he has di^loped in supply- 
ing the PC indus^." And Brian 
Roberts, president of Comcast, 
has made it dear Mkiosoft wnD 
not necessarily be the sc^ prov- 
ider of software for the new set- 
top boxes just because it has a 
stake in the cable company. 

US cable sources say Mi- 
crosoft is begnmuig to com- 
promise over the terms on 
which it invests in the new 


r%hal pmdircls. Ibey argue that 
hfiCTDSofr cannot afford to use 
beavy-haoded segotiatu^ tac- 
tics^ e^jeciaHy ash &ce&ibe US 
Justice Department non month 
over allegations that the con- 
rfiUons attached to the instal- 
lation of its Internet browser are 
anti-competitive. 

Four years ago. Microsoft 
talked toTQ and Time \^^er 
aboutfomuDg a group to make 
sofrware for the interactive ca- 
ble systems developed before 
the Internet took off. Those 
talks collapsed when the cable 
operators became ccncertied at 
the software company’s dotnl- 
□ance. That may yet prove the 
stumbling block once again. 


business, being a Gov^nment minis- 
ter with a highfy paid City solicitor as a hus- 
band, as Ihsaa Jowell, the public health 
minister, is. The husband in question is David 
Mills, a partner of the City law firm Vfithers, 
and, incadeDtalfy, the brother in law of Bar- 
bara MOls, Director of Public Prosecutions and 

a former head of the Serious Fraud Office. 

Questions have been asked about Ms 
Jowell's part in the decision to exempt For- 
mula One from the ban on tobacco sponsor- 
ship because Mr Mills was once a dir^or of 

the Formula One compai^, Benetton Formula. 
This may be onfy the start of her problems 
however, for Mr Mills haa a client list as long 
as your arm just riddled with possibilities for 
conflict of interest. 

Mills is oeitamfy no stranger to the me- 
dia spotlight. Back in 2996, the En^h and 
the f falfan newspapers were on Mr Mills' trail 
when it was revved that the office s of 
CMM, the corporate services comity of 
wbich he was a direemr, had been r^ed by 
the Serious Fraud Office at the request of the 
Italian authorities. 

Ahhrti^h tberewas no question of Mr Mips 
or CMM beiz^ itrvolvBd in aiiythiog untoward. 
CMM reportedly had in its possession at the 
time a number of dociuneols relatiztg to a com- 
pare controQed by SQvio Berlusconi, the then 
Italian premier. The Italian authorities were 
then investigating allegations that Mr Berlus- 
coni was involved in a £S Im fraud, using mon- 
ey from his company Tminvest to bribe tax 
inq>ectors and politicians. 

Withers is prhnarify a funify law firm, ac- 
cotdmg to the magjatine for lawyers Legal Bush 
waae , with “a great private client base". Marry 
of th^ clients are Italian, a ftetor that is at 
least in part due to Mr M31s' excellent Italian 
cotmectioDSu Ms JoweD presumably has her fin- 
gers crossed that there is never a public health 
scare iiivolvmg Rumesan cheese or spaghetti. 

At least in part through his association with 
his long-standing client Mr Berlusconi. Mr 


tkms), bodi film compames. 

Jolui WDIis. fonnsr director of 

at aanoel 4 untU he was . 

d^eh^rurdir^'^Tg 

tainment. which has 

amongst others. Channel 5 s flagship pro- 
gramme The Jack DoehenyShenv. 

But this wfll not be the first titne that 1^ 
Wfliis has come into contact wiffi the folte at 
Oiarmel 5. In 1996, Cbann^ s then direc- 

torof programmes pulrival Channels sn^ 

out of joint by winning the race to seoro ngpts 

for popular US shows ER and Fnends. 

Lrt^hope that Mr Willis's nw busing 
associates at the UlCsyoungest terresfijalTV 
channel have short memories. 
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Yni Goodvrin, the 39-year-oId head of the 
Scottish bank Clydesdale, came into work yes- 
terday finding that his workload had more or 
less doubled overnigbL In addition to his cur- 
rent responsibilities at CSyde^ale, Mr Good- 
win was yesterday made duef exeentive of 
O^esdale’s sister organisation, the Yorkdiire 
Bank. But the energetic Mr Goodwin didn't 
seem too fazed by all. “Fm looking forward 
tothechaIleDge,"hesaid. 

Mr Goodwin, who proudly unveiled a 
strong set of first-half figures for both York- 
shire and Clydesdale yesterday, is no stranger 

to late ni^ts, somcMiat opaque banking pi^ 

ftftd complicated asset trails, skills whldi 
will no doubt serve him well in his new role. 
Before joining Oydcsdale in 1995, Mr Good- 
win, then partner in Ciy accountancy firm 
Ibuche Ross, was looking after the liquida- 
tion of BCCX “I still bear the scars." he diuck- 
Ied)«terday. "I met some mtenating people," 
be added, “though 1 may be unlikehf to come 
across them againf' 






U seems that traders at London's futures ex- 
diange Uffe have followed the advice of recent 
research published by Glasgow Univeisify. and 
turned to computer games as a means of le- 
laxatioiL The gnme of choice for stressed out 
dealers, it seems, is a computerised quiz show 
known as “You don't know Jacl^ . 

The game has proved so popular that 
nadeis yesterday penuaded its UK pubUshecs, 
BMG Interactive, to sponsor a lunch-time 
match between Uffe traders and some of tbeir 
pals in a City pub. The company sportingly 
promised SO quid to all semi-finalists and a 
bit of cash and some computer software to Ihe 
wiimer. So who was the lung egg-head? Paiil 
Robinson of. TNT Futui^ according to a 
spokesperson for BMC. 
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Vets Work to save Singspiel 
^ fracture ends his career 


The linchpin of Britain^ 

challenge for the 

Singspiel. 
has suffered a life. 

threatening injury just 
48 hours before what 
would have been the 

rmalraceofhis record- 

breaking career, ftdwre/ 
Edmondson reports from 
i-os Angeles. 

A gallop in the fog ended 
Sid^iel 5 partidpation in ihe 
toe(ters* Cup here yesterday, 
v^tennariaiis are now working 
to ensure it does not also ter- 
minate his life. 

The little horse, the biggest 
earner in the history of Euro- 
pean racing, broke a cannon 
bone as be continued his prepa- 
ration for tomorrow’s Turf race. 
After 20 contests, spread over 
four seasons, a life-threatenino 
injury struck just 48 hours be^ 
fore his final mission. “It would 
have been his last race and at 
least it’s a lot better this hap- 
pening today than on Saturday 
because he would have been go- 
ing a lot faster thea" Anthony 
Stroud, the racing manager to 


Singspid’s owner. Sheikh Mo- 
hammed, said. “I hope he can 
be saved for stud." 

The lithe form of Singspiel 
had beguiled all the American 
workwatebers since bis arrival 
in Los Angeles. He bad become 
the horse of the Breeders’ Cup. 
Much of his work had been un- 
der clear, Californian skies, 
but yesterday the five-year-old 
emerged to conditions far more 
fanuliar to him and reminiscent 
of a Newmarket gallops morn- 
ing. Visibility was down to 100 
yards as a grey pall enveloped 
Hollywood Park. 

Singspiel and his regular 
work rider. Kevin Bradshaw, 
were let on to the lurf course 
just outside the track kitchen. 
The partnership cantered into 
the cloud of mist and a wallde- 
lalkie report relayed that the 
horse was galloping just past the 
wire on the opposite side of the 
track. Then there was nothing. 

The wait became too pro- 
tracted for comfort and 
Michael Stouie, Singspiel’s 
trainer, scuttled off in search of 
his horse. When Stoute re- 
lumed both he and Bradshaw 
were at the five-year-old’s side. 
It was immediately obvious 
that the horse's Breeders' Cup 


was over. “] could not see the 
work myself because of the 
fog," Stoute said, “but be 
breezed for four furlongs and, 
just about 20 yards before the 
line, Kevin felt something go." 

Singspiel's condition ap- 
peared to dcieriorate over 
eveiy limping yard back to the 
hi^ green-fenced quarantine 
yard. He had a piteous look in 
his The contest he had now 
been thrown into was the one 
to save his life and Steve 
Buttgenbach, a track vet, was 
the first medical man to attend 
the horse. Around him there 
were tears in the Stoute camp. 

An x-ray was taken to de- 
termine whether the damage 
was dean or a more serious spi- 
ral fracture. The results con- 
firmed the former. “He 
sustained a mildly displaced 
condylar fracture of the right 
forelbnb," Stroud said. “It is an- 
tidpated that his injury wQl re- 
quire surgical stabilisation on 
probably Friday and Saturday, 
depending on bis progress. 

‘The prognosis for such an 
injury is normally favourable, 
barring any complications, and 
the recovery period would be 
between two and four months." 

^ then. Singspiel himself . 
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was bandaged and standing in 
ice. Tbe trauma he was feeling 
was stabilised by medication. 
Sheikh Mohammed was con- 
tacted in DubaL 

As the natural mist lifted, 
another descended with the 
realisatioa that not was the 
meeting's figurehead out but 
Britain's dmllenge had been re- 
duced to arump. It was time to 
remember happier times, and 
StiDud and Stoute concurred on 
Singspiel’s greatest momenL 
“The Dubai World Oipwas his 
best race because he met sea- 
soned American horses on a 
surface more familiar to them," 
the trainer said. “That was his 
crowning momenL" 

Stroud added; That is why 
this horse is so spedai to SbeOcb 
Mohammed, b^use he won 
Ihe Dubai World Cup. That was 
definitely the pinnade of bis ca- 
reer. It's very disappointing 
but these things happen with 
homes. They are not machines. 

“This horse has done us 
very, very proud. He's won in 
gnglanH, Ireland, Dubai, Japan 
and Canada. Tlie main thing 
now is to try to save the horse. 
He’s been versatile, tough and 
consent He's done us ma- 
jestically really." 
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12.30 High And Mighty 

1.00 Mystic Hfght 
1E0 Prima Fade 

2.00 Sweetness Herself 


HYPERION 

2E0 Hachiyah (nb) 

3.00 Sulvez La Trace 
3.30 Angstrom 

4.00 Southern Dominion 


GOMGclaOOd. 

STALLS: SbaiM course - standi/ side; round couEa - insicia 
ORAW ADVANTAGE: Nme. 

• Left-fnnd, pear-ihaped cause with rnie sbalQM. 

• Come B east of fewm off tha A638 (U18 Jets 3 & 4). Bus He from Doncaster Oan- 
tnd slatioa ADMISSION: Ckjb £U TatlnsaiB ra saver Rkig £5 CAR muiK: Free 

• LEADING TRAMBtS: B HMs - 34-68 (Bl 1*4 J Gocden 31-65 (20%l J DiMlOp 30- 
64 (aSK). H OecB 25-«6 (236%> 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: KDeriey 35269 (l3%)iWRym31-Vn {M9%}. J CuroM 17-160 

(66%). J FMim «-63 eSK). 

• FAVOURITES: 236 wvv tarn m races (305%). 

BLDOCERED RR8T Tllie: Seven (13G). 


_l COOPERATIVE BANK MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D)(Div 
0 £4,050 added 270 7f Penalty Value £3,524 
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HOT SPOT (Queen EtaM^ I EUtag 9 0. 

JAATIlSttfch Alined AIttatwnIJGoedHi 90 

UITBE BELL (Mb W PMdmtGaidaid J EMb 9 0- 
UA5AHADAS 04 TbgoN C WN 9 0.. 
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HUSALSE (M« C Bwii^^/IHiMiBin FM Ftaoig VI) P Kasbni 9 D.-.P Goode (7) 17 

23 MSSTHBRE5rtra)gRain3nt4JLEyiB90 ^T1MBBe2 

SB PB>BIABaAI»(q0xrt9iiiW8MJOijnlEp9O K0wlw7 

0 8CtmO(BBq6sq(GaaijBaraMlictiNlBNSnQ9 SWMhMlhtt 

TANKERSLEYlHHaWeilBjAHcleBO TQafenS 

3000 CIARnYfl6)(ALRMmcr4AJtnb89 CLoMherfflU 

0 GmUESETaqtQSShnpNidSiMfWKOllSS... eiMlWdll 

HBHANDlhW9(Al98M)BttS9 DHoM14 

Q tBWIIX»SnraKt\1)9lKB«e6M^\B(BMa9n69 8BMB14 

PUtWIEEpRieilPOaNiiea- ....— - LChmekS 

BEnw& H BnooNra, »S Mgli And Mhtl% 1 14 Pms Tla Fkrt. 6-1 Hgh And iamM Ctari- 
ty; P^ AbomL W Anewuii Uttie Brt, Seuwed, 16-1 GWe SeL JWl Hot SpoL 20-1 oBien 
8fi6:VtandKmn4B291)JCsrRl20-l UQDSlet)i3Mn{R|20ian 
FORM GUIDE 

OuMd Lnderh ynnoNen elw^ tanw thefe* Job and the NewmHiet hBndK% BRUONAIRE, 
a Dfetam RalBlm oolt and the M toal of good ntam Mss Phjm (who was in tha same 
stebte and ownenho) can make a whining debut John Goeden landed ttas a year ago 
wffh HandKine and this thno nuns dw debutant High And Mlgti^ and JaalL 

And MgyityL a ShMey HeUita hammher » Pcaie dEssal des Podains viclDr Vbtt^ 
was badmiwd when skiwiy amey and uiptaced on hn debut at Newmarhet three weeks 
^ and wl do better this ihna Jaali. a son of Abaoh was B SQOOOgns yearBig and B 
halHirolhar to a eoi^le of whnera nas The Raat shaped wel ftstibne up h Mshing 

al|y«rttaspvtanm«rt^orty tlJdrtlwto Demier Cn3tBeaf^c&', so loota sue 
toprogeea. Satocdoit: BLUONAME 

COOPERATIVE BANK MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS 0) (DIv 
10 £4,050 added 2YO 7f Penalty Value £3^ 
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9 44820 BaAAHAf40)(StaUiAliiBdAIMEUitami)MJsnli384 
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HsnsIL 10-1 amln, Stsi Predsieii, 100-1 aount GHte 
886: Riasisn Bks (USA) 4 9 7 W Ryen 11-4 CO tar (H Ceci) (baai (Q S ran 

R)RM GUIDE 

*i»iririlniii Uniariltnirii i>1iTwnriif1niiii1nnm>miinfl ttir linrn 'an tr— — " 

Bve-Umer ivhen narrowly detarting Orchestn Stal n a two-mier here and, wtdst she 
haftl won stice Haydocii n Marcti has nsi several souid races and put up hv best 
clBplByofthesaaaanwhenBfthlntha2tarkh«hmnSBptBniber.liScfcRyansAyfin- 
iNiBd in the rucK n the Ceamvitch and was beaten almofit a dozen lengths when mrd 
to Lady Of The Lake at Newmarket a week ago but eeiid go dose - especaly ri 9ie 
ground softens 141. Al the same, CARISSROOKE Is tha one open to inpravement and 
can si43plernent hla highly ImprrBSStve Kemplin makkn wetory A son el of dual 1936 
Darby hero KafiyasL Ctmiitwlce was ractag Ibr only the second tme at the Suttury 
tiad:, havtaig fbahed a l9rtgih-efi(Le<4iiartet aKwid to Tycoortess at Rpon fi AU9JSL 
WMiiba Sands comes here In ciadang form after scoring el Ayr and Leicester end he 
goes on bota fast and eoti (pouid. Bwdio, onebme ante-post tavoune for last years 
DerbyL met with a setbskand. after a lengthy absenen rrede a winrwig comebacK ai 
Lekxstarta September. Howaven he flopped when fatrouile end axdi (of eight} to Ghataas 
in a Listed coniesi st Ayt. A Illy n fonn musi alwaya be respected and Star Predion, 
successki ii her ftst three starts this season and barik on the winning trail when de- 
teatng Keyboogte a length and a half h B three-nsmer race over an nadecfuae tnp at 
Lacester. sfiixid not be far away She has won over a ftnlang ahoriet and shotAt get 
thtedetanca SetocUon: CARl^ROOKE 

RJB MINING UONHEART STAKES (CLASS C) £7,500 
added fillies & mares 1m 2f 60yds Penalty Value £4,753 
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200334 VAMISHn8TT)ICX{llSA)(iq(aicdmStud)HCkKB3B8 WRyanSB 

-BdKtereil- 

SETTING: »4 Oops PMIlB, 3-1 UacendOfoaM love. 7-2 HMUyab, S-1 9«Ml ConbNu, 6-1 VtaH 
Wdm WelL 1(h1 McGBiciiMr Raelte, 14-1 BenX fluby; 33-1 AtNOliitety^^ 

806: IteMi Snow 4 8 8 L Detton &2 it tor (S taki Sinoi) itoM Q 9 can 

PORMGtnDB 

OOPS Pbl HE, who went in al Chepeiow (nwiden) and ever couse and dbtance last 
season, haarrt Niown the same spatWe the year but has as good a chance as any here 
cn her mest recarA nm wtaen louXi of 17 to behted Al Azfat over two halot^ tunhw 
on Ms eouee two weeks ega Jrte Ceclb fiiy held every chance a furlong out and the 
return to shorter should sut Oops Pettis e ’Ota better in wdh MeGNIyeuddy Reeis. 
who nearly he lengths behind here UneonAioml Love hasn't won since her Juvenie 
ctays to 1896 but she has frishad lurrieMp on three oecabbns this year and alOiou^ 
et^ Wlh (et 11) to Sirazo u Nrttinghsm on hkcnday - BeeTs Ruby rrdes b^wto n rwrih 
-loole the chef thiea. Setaebere OOPS PETE 
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AMCC CORPORATION NURSERY HANDICAP (CLASS 
D) £4,550 added ZYO 5f Penalty Value £3,527 
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8-1 AMsh. HysEe nM 13-mM6 Of Oiiqh, 1bmBrt% 14-1 GoUea lyile, 20-1 olhiia 
SaaSeeDiiMoni 

roRueuusE 

David Lpderb can also be on the mark hsra with an other debutant to ETHEREAL. Tha 
pBty KItq cob ii the thkd leal cf Ihe Mr ftotete nin r mare Secret Seeker (lUMettr o 
Gone Wbet end Lion Cavern and bum the famly of Know FactX bah ot whoaa previoui 
afteptkn were uninars as kraeniBs. North OBbe Berdei; a tertgithanck a - ha Bthfcd to 
nwkrt wete Set Ttol on t« ftabul ■ Nyr last morNi, was stB green when foulh to Al- 
itar rt Leieester 11 days age and loake cue to taviCMa John Gosdea who won this a 
year ago with I tand So meftdge and tute two to me flmlilvisiofi, is also doubly repre- 
santea here by Beet Quest and OBm Tlw IMeL Best CkJBSt ddrlT do badly when fifth 
of 14 belwrt ovtag Derek at UigSekf on his debut not being 4ub(ecM to a punishing 
iBC* sOter a stow starL Vto was probrtAy unatted try the soli grot^ When wpiBBBd at 
te BarTyWabJanatLtadup,BSabieMI1B)tteeutofDudBtn«nBbh8ff«Etor-brian 
Pnaamei, winner of the Mqr ha and the Gallres Stakes end ihs dam 0( irony wimm 
ineludtagCDtou-SBigeerR (898 Royal S a l sc t to nt ETHBfEAL 

GIBSON BOOTH MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £4350 
added 2YO 6f Penalty Value £4,053 
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ftoude. 10-1 hneyte Jqn ia.1 Cool Piu e ca . 14-1 lagN lark, 16-1 SmoeBi 
880: Myimetan S 9 2 L OetM 7-1 (J Dtrtop) NwR (B 8 m 
roRM GUIDE 

After wins to WMvsrhsmpton (paler) end Csnaitok last Rnieh, RARE UUHGO meds a 
beU attempt to' the hat-triefc at Ltagfleld but was Just nn out of It by Lags Be nendy 
She can make her fist aitosarenca n this type of eve n t a vrinnfeig one: Ctoeay Clw, 
etaened by David Evens out of nchuRl HaiYvnb atabte for ceooo in SeptoiTibe^ was 
scortagtor Ihe fourth time when b oM iigCenU Stager two terwthaetVcwnouth test month 
- Ivarye Jay and Tbue he rwve fifth and sBwenth 0* rtaa. <^8sy Clea Wshed cutoer- 
up to ftappys \Dm Again (who was torth to her at Vtomoulh) under a 7b pereity at 
Newmaikai two deys afterwards and Nie can agan taUe cere of the trio who Mehed 
behtad her at the Norlbir track. She also hoMs Bseudo on their nnwig when tfwd and 
rWithodStaSpeeBllfeaiatybnL Selactton: RARE BOIGO 

DRANSRELD NOVELTY COMPANY STAKES (CLASS C) 
£7,000 added 2YO 1m Penalty Vtilue £4,315 
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PORH(3UIDE 

ta elnn l Stouie. succeasM wHh Catienus te the eunespuKling contest a year aga ean 
again be on the maik thtetkne with AN(3STROM- Afar ruvwigunptacafl befwidSel- 

teen on his debut in a hot Ascot msMea the Alzaa £^*ig stormed hoRte by (or terete 


4^^]C.i-S.W.p. HMDjW (CLASS D) £5,000 added Sf 


Penalty >talue £4,240 
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896 Sevtai Stab (UBA) 2 9 0 J M H tav Chte;ste4^ eawn 0 V isn 
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UNDSBERQ can male it thkd time kKky Mark Johnston^ runec tliM (of fou) be- 

Wndfou-tonglhsoorBrSpedBt1fteteMRBdcafta8epiBrBbef. ah ow w d1 tw bantettql1hte 

ikst rttenipt when tt*d of 22 bettato Soto SpMt to Leloester end there should be belter 

eta to canw BBeshtelL a BTOClpOagrB DeneM ecN out ol a heEatator to eman miler 

Then Agafti was eavan and 9 haH IsnglhB off the wtaner vdisn third to hiwteh at Vbrk 

fou weeks ago on only his seoond start and ta anelher csri ain to prog ess . Prima 

de, e nerwcenerlrein David Loctar^ yard, b by Prim Demiri oul oi a non who has 

thrown ssveialiltarmiieiucing smart apitatafSpfce. BatacEon: LBOESBERQ 

CPL INDUSTRIES STAKES (CLASS C) £7,500 added 
^ 1m 6f 132yds Penalty value £4,884 
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Cali evokes 
old memories 


Dorans Pride emerged victori- 
ous over Imperial Cali at Qon- 
mel yesterday, but a solid 
perfonnance the runner- 
up announced that be is again 
a Gold Cup contender. 

Dorans Pride remains 6-1 
favourite for tbe Cheltenham 
showpiece after his nine-length 
victory in the three-ninacr 
Morris OD Chase, but Imperi- 
al CalL the 1996 Gold Cup win- 
ner, was cut to 12-1 by William 
HOI (from 15-1 ) after a promis- 
ing effort on his first outing 
since being puUed up in this 
years Gold Cup. 

•Tbe BHB claimed yesterday 
that racing mil lose £Sm of fund- 
ing because of the decision 1^ 
the big three bookmakers to 
change tbe way they make levy 
payments. Ladbrokes, William 
HQl and Coral are to revert to 
a shop-based scheme for cal- 
culating iev}' payments rather 
than one based on turnover. 

RACING 


Singspiel is accompanied by his trainer, Midiael Stoute, as he stqis out on the track at 
Hollywood Park |Mior to his injury yesterday Phorograph: Harry How 


MUSSELBURGH 
1240; 1. ANTARtniC STORM (RWn- 
snn) Tt-2i 2. ANahaal 3-1 fav; 3. ScMtie- 
bury X)-t 14 laa Hd, IV.. (R Fahey, 
Mahon). 'KA k thSO; eisa £130; tS'lD DF: 
£1040 CSF; £2030 TncasC C1579E Tno: 
£4060 

IJXk 1. DOC RYANS (P McCabe) 4-1: 
2. Slasher Jack 6-i : & Moomaking 16-1 
1 1 ran. fX>80 fav Beck Row a (M Ryan, 
NewiwheO 1 Mb; £390; £120 £230 £54Q 
□F: £830 CSF: £2030 Tncasi: £32624 
Tm; £20740 fA Bnociune Ln, Mem Moon 
1 JO: 1. TEN BOB P Bggsi 3-1 ; 2. Wud 
Vtantura 2-1 |t lev; 3. Karneea 5-i 8 lark 
2-1 jltov KIculen (4th). 1V<, 4 (M Ibrnpkne. 
NewirarkM Ibla: B4.7D: £140 £110 ££8 
DF: £68 £836 

2J(l:1. BARRELBIO(KD8c<ey) 8-1:2. 
Satta fO-1 : 3. Gleiutad Lad 2S-i 9 raa 5-2 
It lav An 1ktl (4th). Esae (Bih). V., a (J OTteA 
PenrahV Ibte; DOSO. £150 C220 £190 DF: 
£3590 CSF: C^C. Tneast £171236 Trio: 
£12720 

2J0: 1 . OUTSET (J Canal) n • 1 ; a Hera 
Comes Herbie 9-1: X Nichol Fffly 6-1: 4. 
TTia Butuuwlcfc Kid 12-1 17 ran. S-l lav 
Theme Arena Z 87i. (M Hammond, Mki- 
dehem). lUe: £1740; £3S0 £130 £2.70 
£470 DF; £5370 CSF: £10001 Thcasi: 
£62045 Tru; £20630 

3.00; 1. PUTERI WENTWORTH (J Fbr- 
to») 9-2 CO lav; 2. IVcoon Tina 5-1; 3. 
Foizak'9-2co1av. 12ian.9-2cofavWest- 
rmaet 6. 6 (Mss Gay KeteiKiy WMantoe) 
TotK E&ao: £130 £311 £220 DF: £2130 
CSF: £2434 Tiicasc £10070 Tho' £3650 
NR: Ant 

3J0: 1. OF GOLD (A Mackayl 6 1 ; 
2. One To Go 33-1; a Three Angela 
9 ran. TI-8 fav Owcolate Bor (461)6 6 f> 
Can^]pel. Newmarket) Tote; £990: £140 
£230 evaO. OF: £16.10 CSF: EvtWl Trio' 
£2360 NR: Opening Mghl 

4J0: 1. LUNCH PARTY (Iona Vltands) 
10-l;2.Glen OgH7-i; 3. Nkapeo Rocks 
lS-1 14 ran. 7-2 fan Alpvte Hktoaway. iVs 
1 (D btovto llvsh) liBiK £vm; £400 £330 
SMOO DF: £2730 CSF- £8073 Tncasi: 
£108434. Tho: £31420 
Jadipai: Ncs wen. £235618 earned toniord 
to Doncaster today 

Plaeepot: £1457.40 Ouadpot: £13630 
Ptaca 6: C2S432. Pboo 5: £14447 

UNGFIELD 

1 JO: 1. RISKY WHISKT (P Robens) 4-1; 
2. Swanmera Lady 4-1; 3. Blue Shadow 
9-2. 8 ran. 7-2 tav Rapid Rekenca 'l>. ’/«• f J 
Berry) IMa: £340, £160 £120 £160 DF: 
£730 CSF: CITA TriCBSt; £6236 Trie: 
£7770 fiR' Adrenafin 
£10;1.ANOKATO(MartnDwyed to-l; 
2. Pataeagate Jack Tl-2; 3. Anothar 
Batchwortn 15-2 10 ran. 92 tav Passton- 
rtoaiy* (Khnrytlbta; £1060; £290 £2n 
£2.10 DP: £4460 CSR 0021 Titeast: 
£41470 Tno: £9700 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Merilena 
(Uttcnceter 3.40) 

NB: AfHTOarance Money 
(Hexham 3.20) 


2.40: 1. MGHT CTTY (D Sweeney) 9-1 : 
2. *TIMiJiLh 5-2 tav; 3. At Ubeity 3-1 13 
can. 2'/i. S'h. K Biol^ Ibla: CMOO: £370 
£130 £110 DP: £1^ CSF: E27S4 Tre: 
£060 lA OCBtam (M-D wiSidraMi not m- 
der orders RUe 4 appteto to board prices 
orAi; deduct Sp in the pouaL 

3.10: 1. SARATOGA RED (D HoBarvjl) 
fl-4; 2, Bluahbw Daeert B-1 ; 3. Mteozla 
44 tavi 10 laa iL 2 (WOGorman) Ible: 
£3.10; £UO £300 £UO OF ; £860 CSF: 
E22U 

340: VTIHN CREEKS (R Ptefwrt b-2; 
2. BMeemto toucta 14- 1 ; 3. Northern A(w 
gat 7-2 ISian. 3-l tav Barbason f4th) a'A. 
3'A. (V SotetoTtaie: £S90 £280 E3X) £230 
DR £3080 CSF; £7362 Thcasb £28481 Tm: 
£620 NR; Cee4i-K. 

4.10: 1. SEA DANZIG (Mto R eiw4 16-1 : 
2 Mfee MD 6-1: 2 MastarBaveled 5-l 
14 ran. S-2 tav Sharp Shuffle. I'A. 'A. (j 
aUdgsG Ible: £640: £350 £350 £22Q OR 
S38QOCSR.£10^Thmst:£S25S& Tito. 
£9610 

Piacepeb £3780 Qiadpab £080 

Pleea St £6182 Plaee S; £3672 

TOWCESTER 

120: 1. SAH.S LBGEND (A P McCoy) 
52 tav; 2. MtePi Bee n -4; 3. ZBhaelle 25 - 1 
9 nn. A S (Mes Z Davtaon. Wbhtatotten) 
IWb: £3160; £120 £120 £1150 DF^rasO 
CSR £966 Tm; fiSTOO NR; My Harvnsto. 

120:1.F(mTUNESCOURSEn-Jhto 
phy) 15-2: 2 Robeand 11-2; 2 Tlw Whole 
Hog 2-1 tav. 6 ran. 7. 17. (J Kkn SwindonL 
Ible; £1130; £270 £290 OF: Qsio eSP; 
B«5lllkiast:e«)a37.'taa:C3l20l«t:Fiei- 
cheen (Sata; Shamerphi, Snow Beanl 
220; 1. MYSTIC COURT (C ffe) 8-1; 
2. Heflditen Bay 7-2: 2 Zktaan B-i 7 raa 
4-6torSiarManBger(4th)t6|Artoew7ii'- 
nel. Wtentega). toEla: CnOO: £430 £170 DF; 
£1890(^0737 

230; 1. WILDE MUSIC IJ Osborne) 92; 
2 Kadaelrof 132 tav; 2 Nordanak 7-1 8 
ran. 4, 7. (C BieotoL Lantoown) Xmr raoo; 
£tfiOCiaaC290CF;CB70G9;CnS2 Xns 

£830 Mb Xmessee King. 

320; 1. (M MOTHER (A Mmuke) 11-10 
tav; 2 fkerteana .tana ^ 2 Lotoehbarg 
apress 18-1 10 ran. hd. (D Mehdsai. 

TOttn 020. £130 £130 
£270 OR StS CSF: £6':^ Dio: £2630 
250: 1. SRM3B) (A itanto »2: 2 PfvB 
Flaga 12-1; 2 Jefltarles 7^ tav. 10 rm. 
Shhcl 6 (0 Mdntaoa tontoe (Suing) IWb: 
£530; £230 £230 £150 DF: raOJO CSF: 
£8217 Tricaeb £8276 Tno: £10250 
420: 1. QUISTAQUAY (Rtafteid Guest) 
7-4fttr;2»teiyltaMaglcC-2;2DarkRo- 
manca w-i 9 can. 2 4 ^ Mkena ArKtovari 
XMb ; £280; £120. C330 £180 DF; cnSO 
CSF: £7428 Xfi; £3350 
P ta ce po tt £14670 Qiadpob £880 
Ptaea 6: EzeSA Ptoca & £n949i 
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Holyfield’s fighting spirit threatened by age concern 


Evander Holyfield^ 
re*nriatch with Michael 
Moorer tomorrow may be 
one fight too fu* for a great 
heavyweight. Ken Jones 
r^>orts from Las VB'gas. 


The way Evander HolyGcld goes 
about his work in the ring is not 
beautiful or complicated, but each 
performano: raises fresh admiiatioa 
for a remarkable fighting spiriL 

However. Holyfield’s warrior 
instinct and realisatfon that be is still 
not identified as one of the great 
heavyweight champions could be a 
recipe for disaster. 

Because so many of Holyfield’s 
36 professional contests, on top of 
the 174 he fought as an amateur, 
have follen into the brutal catego- 
ry. bis enthusiasm for the possibD- 
ity of a unifying bout against the 
World Boring Council champion 


Lennoa Lewis and another colHaon 
with Mike lyson is wortyiag. 

Lewis’s trainer, Emanuel Stew- 
ard, is not alone in thfnlring that 
Holyfield, who recently turned 35, 
should have gpoe into retirement 
last June after ius second victory 
over lyson. “Evander is running a 

risk.'’ Steward said this we^ “It 
is always (Ufficult persuading fight- 
ers to quit, especUDy one so proud 
as this guy, but if he isn’t car^iil we 
could have another M uhammad 
All tragedy. Of oouise, a unification 
conmstsuilsourpuipose but I'd bale 
to see it happen b^use Evander 
could get ba^ hurt Leonox is rim- 
ply too big and strong for him.” 

Almost eractiy five years ago, tbe 
momii^ after Holyfield lost the 
undsputed cbampionriiip to Rid- 
dick Bowe on a decision, I fell mto 
conversation with his then trainer, 
Lou Duva. A hard fight, one of the 
best in recent heavyweight histmy, 
had been notable for the extent of 


Holyfield’s will, but there did not 

seem to be much of a future for him 
in borii^ ’It’s an over,” Z>uva said. 
Together with otheraManbers of the 
femify organisation, Duva was con- 
vinced that Molyfk^ would settle 
for the retiremeDt they advi se d. 
’’There^ no pouit in him going on,” 

1 remember Duva saying. “Evan- 
det^ got more moiM^ tban he’s ever 
need and if he wantsto stay inuotved 

in boxing we’U find a place for him 
in the oiganiriuioiL’’ 

Choosing to - ignore Duva’s . 
adince, Hofyfield returned to the 
ring seven months later a gainst a 
limUed opponent. Alex Stewart In 
winning a 12-roQnd dedsibn he 
looked awfiiL People shook their 
heads and reflected on the fact that 

filters are usually the last to know 
vriien time has tun out for them. 

When Holyfield ^gned to by and 
re^un the Wsild Boxing Organi- 
sation and International Boring 
Federation belts from Bowe (the 


champion had been stripped of the 
World Borihg Council ebampion- 
stup for refusing to defend against 
Levris) no hope was held oat for bim 
and it was feared that he would take 
a terribte beatiqg. 

A couple of nights tefore the 
contestatCaesaisPalaceinLasVb- 
gas 1 came acFOs Hofyfield in a tift. 
It was quite late and he was with the 
lady, a doctor, he subsequentfy 
married. Hofyfield smDed and said 
that aD was well with Mm. The 
encounter persuaded me to beUeve 
that Hofyfield was merely ttyix^ to 
prove somethh^ personalfy and 
would duappear permaoentfy from 
boxing if Bowe agam proved too 
ffludiforbim. 

Instead, be defeated Bowe before 
figuring in events tiiat eventually 
caused people to think a^un about 
where aman who has had three sep- 
arate lei^ as cfaami^ stood in tte 
all-time beavyv/eight lanku^ 

The loss of hts titles to Micfaael 


Moorer figures as much in an 
assessment of Hofyfield’s status as 
the superiority he twice estab&bed 
over 'fyson. Cooseqaentiy, when 
Hofyfield goes to his corner again^ 
Moorer tomonow for the WBA and 
TBF titles thqr bold respectively, be 
vriB again have questions to answer. 

his defeat by the man from 
Detroit due to a shoulder injury or 
an undetected filness that led to con* 
oem, later removed, that he was suf- 
fering from a heart condition? Or 
was it simply that Hofyfield could 
not overcome the diffioilties posed 
ty Moorei^s southpaw stance? 

For all his shortcomings that 
night, Hofyfi^ is conrinced that he 
did enough to win a close contest. 
“The judges didn’t see it that way.” 
he said, “and I lost the tides. You 
can’t erase what is in the record 
book so above all else this is an 
opportunity to redeem inyseif. 

“The southpaw thing really 
. wasn’t that much of a pcobkas. 1 just 


wasn’t myself in that fight.” Hofy- 
field was sitting on the apron of a 
ring in w4uc^ be bad gone thre e 
zounds with one of his four craning 
partners. As usual he wore a serene 

expresrion. “When people aric how 
I could possibly have lost to Moor- 
er, they should realise that a lot of 
t hings went on. I bad injuries, 
especialfy in my riioulder, but 1 
thought I could win without giving 
my an and didn't want to ask for a 
postponement 1 allowed that to 
happen so 1 canT blame Moorer for 
my faflure. Whenyou lose^it’syour 
fault There is no escuse.” 

If Hiriyfidd’s pr^raration for tiiis 
contest has not been charged with 
the intenrify tiiat *0500 aroused, he 
b not raking Moorer iighify. “Tison 
b a stronger man than Moor- 
er," he said. “If I choose I can push 
Michael into a position vdiene he 
can be tut /^ahast ‘fyson. I could 
sit back and fight my fight because 
I knew he vras going to be there. 



Holyfiefch Rertiains keen to 

meet Lewis and Tyson 

Photograph: Reuter 


With Michael being a little awk- 
ward, I wfll have to press things. I 
need to come out and set the tem- 
po immediatefy.” 

What Hofyfield must also do is 
think seriously about what tte 
hardest arid most dangerous of 
sports, one that should never be 
referred to as a game, mi^t even- 
tually do to him. 


Llanelli still 
in awe of the 
legends of ’72 


Stradey Pari^ 
consecration as a rugl^ 
shrine was inspired by a 
single sporting miracle: 
Llanelli^ defeat of Ian 
Kiricpatriclc’'s All Blacks a 
quarter of a century ago. 
Tomorrow, the Scarlets 
will attempt a repeat 
performance against 
Sean Ftopaitrickb 
tourists. 

Qiris Hewett found the 
link between past and 
present In Gareth 
Jenkins, the current 
Uanelli coach who played 
himself into Welsh 
folklore back In 1972. 


As the crow flies, Laugbarne 
and Llanelli lie no more than 
a dozen miles apart on oppo- 
site sides of the River lywi. If 
the former has its poet, Dylan 
Thomas, who famously rein- 
vented hb localily as Llar^gub 
in Under Milk Wood, the lat- 
ter b more earthy in its passion. 
It has its rugby club, by some 
dbtance the most celebrated 
^rting institution in V^es. 

It b a measure of the esteem 
in which the Scarlets are he(d in 
these parts that rugby leaves b't- 
eratture for dead in the hearts 
and minds of those who love 
both. Fay a visit to Brown's Ho- 
tel. Dylan's fevourite Laugbarne 
watering hole, and there, over- 
shadowing umpteen pictures of 


the wordsmitb enjoying hb 
unqiteenth pmL. you wfll see one 
enonnous phou^raph of Ddme 
Thomas and hb 1972 Llanelli 
unforgettables. They were the 
side who saw off New Zealand 
.and. in so doing, insdgated a 
mass, day-long bender of such 

mi ghly f!«ns« ItiflI *n |nniashiiTi - 

self have been forced to 
seek refuge at a health fann. 

Gareth Jenkins was one of 
Delme’s heroes. Then a lean, 
langiud flank forward, and rel- 
atively inexperienced at 21, he 
tore into tiie All Blacks without 
fear or favour on that emotion- 
charged afternoon. Tbgether 
vrith the Iflces of Derek Quin- 
ueQ and Ibm David, besu^^ied 
a vaunted New Zealand pack in 
its traejes. Roy Betters scored 
tile onfy try of the game, Phil 
Bennett and Andy Hill kicked 
five points between them, and 
Llanelli sneaked it 9-3. Such is 
the stuff of legend. 

Tomorrow Jenkins wfll 
watdi from hb coach’s vant^ 
point, just as the ff&tt Carwyn 
James did 25 yearn ago, a$ a very 
different Scarlets ride, I^gifu 
ed than their forebears but no 
less enthusiastic, attempt a re- 
peat of the unimaginable. 

“Pve got to take my mem- 
ories out of the equation.” 
Jenkins said thb weelL “T can’t 
afford to get all mbty-^ed 
and nostalgic about what hap- 
pened in ’72, even tboii^ it was 
one of Che greatest nigby di^ 
anyone could have shared in. 
Thb b a special occarion in its 
own ri^L and what 1 have to do 
b impress upon the pbyeis that 



Hiscoiy mem Uarielli^OelnreThofnasandI>ei«kQuimeU(cenfr«}pr«pamtornalrethebanavaflabfeduringtbefrridelsviccor}r over the All Blacks in 1972 Photegraph: Western Mail 


they are about to play the 
hardest, most phyrical'game 
th^ will ever encounter.” 

That detachment will not be 
ea^ for Jenkins, as he weU 
knows. *Tbe place b awash with 
nostalgia. Tboight, the club b 
hosting a black tie dinner for 
800 people to mark the an- 
nivetsaty of the 72 game and, 
as far as 1 know, every one of 
the Scariets who flayed that day 
will be there. The veiy fact that 
we are the one dub side to be 
given a fixhue with the AU 
Blacks on thb tour gives the 


match an extra something and 
I suppose it b human nature to 
compare thb to our day under 
Delme and Carwyn. 

“But it’s not cooiparabfe be- 
cause you can’t repeat hbtoiy. 
You reflect on your past but live 
in tiie present and what gives fo- 
znevrow its unique flavour has 
more to do with wbat happens 
in the future tiian what went be- 
fore. The way tours are these 
1 can't see too many more 
opportunities arising for dub 
rides to play the besL The game 
b changing and, to my mind 


there will be a sadness about to- 
morrow’s game as well as a joy. 
It may be the end of sometiuDg.” 

LlaneDi know an rixmt mixed 
emotions. Up until last month, 
when a desperate share issue fi- 
nalfy raised sufficieat cash to dri- 
ve the financial werif from the 
door, the Scarlets were playing 
their rugfjy under the threat of 

immine nt bunkn^ltcy. 

The gloom was almost tan- 
gle as the Scarlets tried man- 
fully to raise themselves for 
matches played ui a moigue-like 
atmo^hm at a tiuec-quaiteis- 


empfy stadium and those gaps 
on the terraces spoke volumes. 
Llanelli is. after proud of its 
reputation as the most pas- 
sionate rugby town in Britain. 

“Our recent past has been 
well documented, and I don't 
want to dwell on it” Jenkins 
said “Tomoirow, though, b 
what dreams are made of It 
represents an opportunify for 
us to celebrate our emergence 
fit}m all that Gnandal pressure 
and to hold our heads high as 
a club with a future. I live in the 
tovm and am seen as a part of 


it and people are definitely 
taUdng to me about Uanelli 
rugby with a genuine enthusi- 
asm that perhaps wasn't there 
at the start of the season. 

‘As rugby people, we're ob- 
viousfy losing some of the qual- 
ities we once held dear. The 
short, Test-dominated nature of 
modern touiiqgb symptomatic 
of that and some of the old 
cameraderie b going, no doubt 
about It. When 1 played clubs 
were rugby-miaded not busi- 
oess-miatied, and the game 
belonged to everyone. In (he 


professional age, tiiere are go- 
ing to be victims. God knows, 
we were nearfy one ourselves. 

“But thb sort of match is ir- 
restible, the very essence of 
by, amateur or professionaL 
Televisiofl has tn^ thb new 
generation of AU Hades mote fe- 
railiar to the average supporter 
than even the grealeri names of 
the past and to have them here 
at Stradey, to see them and to 
face them in the flesh, b won- 
derfully e.TciUag. You can't ask 
for anything better than the 
chance to play the best.” 




WHITBREAD ROUND THE WORLD RACE 


Fright times ahead for the power generation 


Death before dishonour 
approach grips the fleet 


When the nine 
remaining yachts fine up 
on the grid for tiie start 
of the second leg of the 
Whitiiread Round the 
World Race tomorrow, 
the nerves of the 108 
crew members vnll be 
as taut as any on a 
Formula One track. 

However, as Stuart 
Alexander reports from 
Cape Town, tiie 
difference will be that, 
instead of knowing it 
will all be over in under 
two bourse these 
competitors will be 
lucky if tiiey can relax at 
any time over the next 
two week s. 


The 4,600 miles throu^ the 
roller coaster waves of the 
Southern Ocean to Fremantle 
have always been punishing 
ones. Thb time tte horse- 
power (he boats can generate 
is greater, the stakes In terms 
of commercial ^nsois and 
wbat they expect are higher. 


the level of competition is 
tougher, and the reputations of 
some high-pFoiile skippers 
more exposed. 

Risk management will be 
high on the agenda as predic- 
tions of new distance records 
are tempered by a need to 
avoid going too far. The first 
leg from Southampton has al- 
ready shown that these 60ft 
thoroughbreds can be even 
more of a handful than had 
been forecast. 

The power generated by a 
new gieneration of huDs and the 
sails which drive them means 
the boats are on the edge for 
more of the time. But the 
name of the game b also push- 
ing thwigg to tile limit this 
run to Australia b one of the 
two legs that can produce big 
gains or big losses. 

One of the striking features 
of the pre-l^ biuld-up here has 
been the amount of time spent 
by the crews on their masts. 
Many were repairing damage, 
though none camg as dose to 
major failure as Ti^hiba. Faul 
Standhridge, who took over as 
skipper following the dramat- 
ic departure of Qirb Dickson, 
found a four-inch crack about 
half-way up. There was onfy 
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Those Whitbread boats 
nursing battered 
reputations are keen to 
get to sea again but, as 
tiie skipper of Merit 
Cup reveals, some 
crews could be in 
danger of overstepping 
the mark. 



24 bouts left in it.” he stud, 
“less in the wrong oonefitions.” 

The first-leg winner, EF 
Language, has foied a bend ftir- 
tber down, iriiile Merit Cup 
bad to correct a badfy chewed 
top section. 

All the yachts will carry the 
Tna CTTium 12 CTCW, whcrOOS 
half went with onfy 11 on the 
first leg. They all know how 


draining the plfyrical demands 
can be, but leg has the ad- 

dition prcfolem of the cold. Ex- 
tra rations will be carried aud 
murii food eaten before ibe off 
Ibshiba's Standbridge has 
a lot to prove in the role he has 
always coveted as a Whitbread 
skipper. When be arrived in 
Fremantle on the previous 
Whitbread, he was asked if at 


any time on a very hairy leg he 
bad been truly frightened. 
“No,” came the classic reply, 
“it was much worse than that.” 
OiK9e again there will be frayed 
nerves as well as frr^ed IdL 

WHITBREAD ROUND IHE WORLD 
- - - ffLMl- 

I imma* 


R^na 72: 6 'tahfaa 60: *7 Americas Oel- 
leiM 4^: a duedS) Modi 36; 9 EF Ed- 
ucSiena#; 10 Brunei Stfiergy 12. 
•vnMvweAerAsrfeg. 


Hiere are a number of boats 
here in Cape Town who are 
only too aware of what they 
will have to do on the second 
leg. The mood around the race 
village is that bad results in the 
first leg must be rectified. 

Altboug^ this leg is onfy half 
the distance of the first, it rer- 
ries the same number of points. 
The fxiority is to be rn the fust 
three. This is not a cop out in 
advance for not winning the le^ 
Conristency is the name of (he 
game - consistcnify high plac- 
ingis in all nine legs. 

For Merit Cup, however, it 
is not a time to be taking 
chances - no death before dis- 
faonour. There's no point in 
blowing the boat apart, al- 


BY GRANT 
DALTON 


thou^ 1 sense some of our ri- 
vals may end up trying too hard. 

We managed to give the 

crew three days off last week- 
end. but overall, the pace has 
not slackened. The three 
weeks in Cape Town have 
been no holiday. We have re- 
placed the broken gear, re- 
paired the sails and we believe 

we start the leg fitter and 
stronger than before. 

Wis have reviewed our sails, 
hopefully plugging the gap in 
our dose reaching ability that 
became apparent on the first 
leg. T think Lawrie Smith put 


bis finger oo Jt when be said 
Silk Cut and Merit Cup's sail 
inventories were too conserv- 
ative. % that he meant that we 
lacked some of die specialist 
sails that operate at peak per- 
formance in a narrow band of 
wind angles and speed. 

Some sails hai« nanow 

operating pe^ but they can 
deliver a rignificant qieed ad- 
vantage; in some instances half 
a knx. Thai’s a huge difieieoce. 

Over 24 hours it's 12 mfles and 
over 14 days it’s 168 miles. 

Tbe withdrawal of Ameri- 
ca's Cballeoge because (^cash 

problems has allowed us to add 

Jared Henderson to the crew. 

'ne second leg has fewer 
tactical choices for naioga- 
tors. The first decision is how 
aggr^ivefy you dive south 
looking for thestjongerwest- 

eriies. Then you have to dedde 

how late you leave the push 
north to Fremantle. 

No one will saU the short- 
er Great Cirele route- it's too 
far north. The fleet wfll go fur- 
ther south to Caleb the 
singer breeze but where the 
distance to ^ is greater. The 
question is how far south.- • 
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fPOTBALL 


TENNIS 


Newcastle balked 

by blunt front line 


"mathematical 

improbabiliti es ^ 

Newcastle-i Champions* 

League challenge ended 
with their 2-0 home 
defeat against PSV 
Eindhoven on 

f m Wednesday. Simon TumijuB 
gauges the muted 
reaction on Tyneside. 

It is just as weU that Keony 

Dalglish knows that irs good to 

talk. Otherwise, the sound of 
sDence would have been deaf, 
eningat St James* Park late on 
Wednesday night. 

Virtual^ en bloc. Dalglish's 
players turned defianUy deaf 
ears as they rushed through the 


media interview area outside 
the main entrance. Only John 
Barnes was prepared to unseal 
bis lips and answer a question. 

“Obviously, we’re veiy dis- 
appointed," Newcastle's stand- 
iri captain said reveaiingly. 
without breaking stride. 

It was left to Dalglish to do 
•the talking, at the obligatory 
posl-maidi press confeiencc for 
the two managers. Asked if his 
tew lacked focus up front, he 
^id: “You’ve got to give cred- 
it to the lads who played. They 
gave everything for the cause." 

It was the same in Bilbao 
three years ago when Newcas- 
tle’s Uefa Cup “adventure," as 
Kevin Keegan called it, came to 
grief with Steve Vlhtsoa, the 
then England Under 21 right- 
hack, pressed into service as an 


Padovano deal collapses but 
t *"emains at Riverside 


The Juveotiis striker Michele 
Fadovano has turned down a 
move to Middlesbrough. Un- 
deterred by the unhappy expe- 
rience of taking Juve's Fabrizio 
Ravanelli to the Riverside. 
Biyan Robson, the Boro man- 
ager, negotiated a £1 .6m fee but 
could not ^ree personal terms 
with the 30-year-oId. Perhaps 
news travels fast in Italy... 

Paul Merson will stay at the 
club, however, even if Mid- 
dlesbrough fail to win promo- 
Uon back to the Premiership. 
The £4.5ni summer signing 
^om Arsenal, who has been 
linked with clubs in the south. 
*said: “It's flatteriDg that clubs 
want me but Middlesbrough 
bought me and that's it." 

John McCmJay has re- 
turned to the First Division. 
The Bolton striker yesterday be- 
came Bradford City's record 
signing in £625.000 deal. The 
Sroubh interoaiipaal signed a 


two-and-a-half year contract 
and will make his debut at 
Swindon tomorrow. 

His new boss, the Bradford 
man^r Chris Kamara, can be 
considered doubfy foituoate 
since he has avoided punishineiU 
bum the Football Association, 
despite being found gufliy of 
misconduct after he was sent 
from the dug-out at Portsmouth 
last month. 

Bournemouth's hopes of 
siguing permanently their 
Norwegian Under-21 in- 
lemational, Andreas Lundt 
on loan from FK Molde rest 
with Whnbledon. 

The Cherries have agreed 
terms with Molde for Lundt but 
the final decision lies with 
Molde's owners, wbo have a fi- 
nancial stake in Wimbledon. 
The Premiership dub have first 
refusal on the Norwegian chib’s 
players. 

_ . ......e’ AufrewMardB. 


emergency stand-in for Andy 
Cole at centre-forward. And it 
was the same when Ncvtcastle’s 
Uefa Cup ctalleng? petered out 
last season, with Rc^jl Lee 
obliged to lead the attack 
against Monaco at St James’. 

Three times in four seasons 
Newcastle have strudt h unhxky 
with injury-stricken or sus- 
pended si ril^ in Europe. It (fid 
not help on Wsdnes^y ilmt 
they were also without the cen- 
tral midfield axis customarily 
provided by Lee and David 
Bally, but in the continuing 
absence of Riusdno Aqxfila and 
Alan Shearer they contimied to 
l(X}k blunt at what ought to be 
their sharp end. 

The players have sent the 
media to Coventry, in the 
metaphorical sense, because 
of what they perceive to have 
been unfair criticism in recent 
weeks. But on they themselves 
go to Coventry, in the physical 
sense, on Saturday with the 
Novocastrian natives becoming 
more that a little restless after 
a fifth match without a win. 

Steve Maitb. who chris- 
tened his fanzine Number Nine 
in honour of Newcastle’s tra- 
ditional centre-forward power, 
said: “The fans’ patience is 
wearing thin. If we want to get 
back into the Champions' 
League next season we have to 
bring in a new striker now or we 
will have no chance of finish- 
ing first or second to qualify.** 

AspriHa, whose headed hat- 
trick launched Newcastle’s 
Champions' League campaign 
with a memorable victory 
against Baitelona in Sqxember, 
is expected to be back in firont- 
Une action by the time the 
Ibon Anr^ vish the Nou Camp 
on 26 November. The Colom- 
bian might well soar to subtim- 
toal hei ghts againsf the OityilflTK 
once ^ain, but it already seems 
the Mamies and their Euro- 
pean ambitions • have ' been 
grwnded for anotber.seaspn. 


NON-LEAGUE NOTEBOOK 


Good times return to Barrow 


Halifax ’Ibwn. the leaders of the 
GM Vhuxfaall Cooference un- 
til they suffered their first 
league defeat of the season at 
Cheltenham last weekend, are 
not the onfy former Football 
League club in good form this 
campaign. 

Barrow lost their League 
place in 1972 and were last in 
^ the Conference in 1992. After 
being replaced in the Fourth 
Dhision by Hereford it took 
ibcm 12 years to taste success 
of any kind. They won the 
Northern Premier (now Uni- 
Bond) League in 1984 and 
again in 1989. The following 
war the FA Trophy was lifted 
at Wemble\ . but since then the 


Cumbrian club have under- 
achieved. 

Now. though, htq^ days are 
back at Holker StreeL Barrow 
have an eight-point lead at the 
lop of the UniBond ftemier Di- 
vision. which tiiey will extend 
into double figures if they win 
tomorrow at second-placed 
Bc^on United in non-League 
football's match of the day. 

The lop six attendances of 
the Premier Division season 
have all been at Holker StreeL 
Barrow have kept n'me dean 
sheets in 17 gomes while Neil 
Mortoo is among the league's 
leading scorers with 10 goals. 
Also, thanks partly to tiie mon- 
ey invested in the chib by chair- 


man Stephen 'N^u^an, a Liv- 
erpool busidessman, key men 
have remained loyal to Banow. 

Dave Higg^, for many 
years a stalwail m the lianmere 
Roveis defence onto his release 
in the ^iinmer, rejected an op- 
portunity to return to the 
League with Chester. 

Of equal rigoificance was 
the decisioD of Barrow’s man- 
ager, Owen Brown, the former 
Carlisle and 'fi’anmere striker, 
to turn down an offer to take 
charge at Stafford Rangers. “1 
would have been better off S- 
nandaUy gou^ to Stafford." 
Brown said, “but I wanted to 
finish the job off at Barrow." 

~ Rupert Metcdf 


Atcheson 
no longer 
has to 
grin and 
Bear it 


Two weeks ago. Great 
Britaun% new fulMsack 
had no dub and an 
uncertain future. Now, 
he tells Dove Hadfidd, he 
is ready for the worst 
the Australians can 
throw at him at Old 
Trafford torrKitTOW. 


The sun has suddenly come 
out on what had threatened 
to be a cold, dark winter for 
Paul Atcheson. One of the 
potential casualties of the 
grizzly end that befell tbe 
OldbLn Beam, tbe 24'year- 
old ftili-back did not know 
what tbe future held for him. 
But now he has a faighly- 
desirable move to St Helens 
and tomorrow he becomes 
Great Britain’s fuU-back. 

Things have certainly 
; looked up, but Atcheson 
I knows (hat the transition from 
redundancy at relegated and 
liquidated QIHlymi fn fnnnmg 
Britain's last line of defence 
against the m^iy Australians 
is a demanding one. 

Atcheson, however, has 
learnt resilience during his 
career. There was, for in- 
stance, the day when the 
then \K^gaii ebainnan. Jack 
Rob'mson, caDed him into ins 
office and told him he was 
not going to be offered a new 
conlracL even though be 
had become tbe club's regu- 
lar full-back following his 
signing from Widnes. 

•*l can still picture tbe 
office on that I had no 
choice about leaving ^figan; 

I was pushed,” be says. 

Pushed to Oldham, in 
iacuwhiclLdidjiotseem too 
bad until this year, when the 
mismanagement and lack of 



Fast bade Good times are returning for Great Britain^ new fiill-back after fighting a 
losing cause with the bad news Bears Photograph: >^iiey/Wilkinson 


deptii in the playing staff at the 
dub saw them lose everything. 

“Tm still owed a fair bit of 
money, but everything is work- 
ing out now” he s^. ‘^I'm 
very bapiy with the move to 
St Helens.” 

On top of tfaaL Atcheson 
now has a chance at fill! lest 
level Although he had per- 
fonned well tn a hopeless cai^ 
at CHdbam and regularly 

for ^es he was at the ba(± cif 
a queue headed liy Bradford's 
Stuart Spruce when it came to 
Great Ite'tain’s full-back job. 

But Spruce’s ankle injury 
will keep him out of tbe series 
and the Great Britain - and 


former Oldham - coach, Aiufy 
Goodway, has dedded tbau at 
Old liafford, be needs tbe at- 
tacking threat of Jason Robin- 
son on the right wing, rather 
than in the foU-back role he 
filled at Wembley. 

Goodway kno^ Aichesoo’s 
qualities weD: “He has tbe right 
capabilities and the right atti- 
tude. He brings size, strength 
and speed to the side. We are 
putting players in at tbe deep 
end - and we wall see what they 
can da” 

Atcheson is not even con- 
sidering the possibilify that be 
might not be up to the chal- 
ler^. “I don't miss many tack- 


les and Fve got frienty of height 
underneath the high ball." 

Spending an but the last few 
minutes on the bench. Atche- 
sori was ideally pbced to ob- 
serve udiat was going wrong at 
lb his eye, it oil came 
down to basics. “’Hiey were too 
quick for us at the play^Lhc- 
ball,” he says of the Aus- 
traliaiB. “They were making 50 
or 60 yards with every set of 
tackles and you can't win if 
they’re doing that all the time. 
The first job is to stop them 
making those eaj^ yards." 

If that job is not done. 
Atcheson knows full well that 
he could fiice a bu^ afternoon. 


Monie undaunted by task ahead 


He Is four years older 
and has a few more 
grey hairs, but it was 
almost like old times as 
John Monie returned to 
the club he made close 
to unbeatable. 

Dave Hodflekl saw the 
man who made Wigan 
synonymous wdch 
vanning arrive back at 
Central Park. 


In his usual understated way, 
tbe quiet Australian they 
sometimes call The Iceman 


had a chilling message for 
British rug^ league. 

“Tm a better coach now 
thm tbe one who left here four 
years aga" he said. Coosider- 
ii^ his record of 14 major tro- 
phies during his four seasons 
in charge, be has gjven himself 
qiute an act to fcdkiw. 

"It's a bit like coming 
home," he said. “I always 
thought that if I came back, it 
would be to Wigan, althou^ 
Tm not kidding a^iself that Tm 
coming back to a side with 
Gene Miles, Ancfy Gregory 
and all those great players. 

“We've slipped in recent 
years and there are new kings 


of tbe castle. My job is to try 
to get >Mgao back to the tc^." 

The racUcaSy chan^d sit- 
uation at Central Park, where 
Monie wSl know less than half 
of the players, means that 
there is no danger of feeling 
that he has come back to do 
the same job again. 

Altboi^ be feels that tirere 
is enough talent there wiD be 
some judicious recruitment - 
as well as tbe departures of 
some iKit able to meet his rig- 
orous requirements. 

His eaqreriences since leav- 
ing Wigan ensure that he 
returns with a hunger re- 
sharpened by the frustration 


of his failure at Auckland. The 
club sacked him hallway 
tiiFough last season - the first 
time that has happened to him 
in 17 years as a coach. 

Thai gjvte him some sense 
of tbe w^ Eric Hughes will be 
feeling tod^. The Wgan board 
delivered the bad news to 
Hughes yesterday momii^ - via 
a note on his car windscreen. 

It was a mserable day in 
Wgaa but there was a notice- 
able lai^ of tbe crowds of fans 
v/bo welcomed Monie’s first ar- 
rival in 1989. That is symbolic 
of the task ahead; he has to win 
not only matches, but also win 
back hearts and minds. 


Rusedski 

rampant 

despite 

sickness 


Greg Rusedski yesterday 
shrugged off illness and ad- 
vanced into tile quarter-finals of 
tbe Stockholm Open with a 
6-4. 7-6 win over the French- 
man, Lionel Rowl The serxind 
seed joined his feUow Briton, 
Tun Henman, in the final eight 
after .spending two days in bed 
suffering from a stcrmach virus. 

Rusedski needed just 68 min- 
utes, produdr^ J4 aces in the 
first set and losing a single point 
in his last four service games. He 
wfil nenv play either the de- 
fending champion. Thomas Eo- 
qvisL or Magnus Larsson. 

The world No 5 showed he 
intended to go flul-(nit against 
Florida-based Roux. 71st in 
the world, as he went full- 
steam ihrou^ the warm-up. 
Rusedski earned a break in the 
ninth game of the opening set 
and served out for bU after 29 
minutes. 

The second set stayed whb 
sei\’C but Rusedski rallied from 
1-4 down in the tie-break, fired 
over a service winner to yield 
a match point and hit :i winning 
volley for the victory. 

Henman faces a quarter- 
final UHlay a^lnst the top seed 
and US Open champion. 
Patrick Rafter, of Australia. 

Rusedski's service was his 
biggest weapon, accounting for 
2n aces. He lust only seven 
points on service - two in the 
second set - and hLs first eight 
points of the match ctimc fn >m 
u barrage of aces. 

"I was! pleased with mj’ serve 
- it made the difference todu) 
he .said. “I cannot cumplajn. I 
fell terrible for the past two 
days bul 1 jusA stayed in hed and 
slept. 

Rusedski reftised to look 
ahead to a meeting with Hen- 
man. “1 don't even want to think 
about a possible final with 
Henman « there are too many 
good players to get past. I'm ex- 
cited about Hanover, hut Tm 
not worried about expending 
too much cneigy here. I'll be 
going back to bed today to rest 
some metre. I've got a lough 
draw ahead of me and I want 
to be ready." 

TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


The number of countries 
who have accepted 'mw- 
tafions to compete in the 
Commonwealth Games in 
Kuala Lumpur. Malaysia, 
next year. Confirmation 
from 14 more is expected; 
the two remaning Com- 
mortwealth nations, Nige- 
ria and Sierra Leone^ are 
cterenUy su^sended. 


1 

0^ 


NG DIGE ST 

England falter on way to win 

^ ^ midfield control a move be- 

Bm CoIvnB ^ Garda and Justin Pid- 

ended with Ben Sharpe 

&igland putting England level in the 

I8th minute. Garcia and Calum 

Giles assured a 4-2 interval lead. 
^ . j, ». cnach. Sharpe’s return fifom a tem- 

^glaod 5 ne» pora.^,pei®od in the 55th 

iras unhapR- further Ss from GDesinside 

p«foro.^m Ca.«y^^. WiU. jna two 

despite remaining, Ibrahim 

rhe fh'e-Test senes ^0. ^«r ^ 

BhM. ••It -1 ftaaDTiv pertor- compicicw 


England's new hockey coach, 
the Aiisira lian Barry Danter, 
wus unhapp)’ with his sides 
perfonnande in Cairo ye^™^» 
despite their 6-3 victory to lead 
Jbe five-Test series 3-0. Dancer 
■fci: “Jl was a .scrappy perfor- 
mance in which w e lost midfeld 

control but won the game. 

After Russell Garcia bad 
launched a good start ® 

penalh' stroke conversion in tne 

fourth minute. England k»t 
tbeirwav’, allowing Belal Ibrai^ 
loscore twice and put Eg>pt -"I 
3«v>ari by the 11th minute. 

As the teams struggled to ^t 

^foot^lIj^suE^ 

mHesoKTS i>^re"esu^;Eii- 


pflfB i A wn* S Mnan (Rsv 
Mamphrw (C»nnQCta J 


IcBnnocM. 
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ow o ionvate j 


Basketball 

NBA: Mml 90 Barton W; Oarttk to DbIM 
oahdanaSSDenksriNmJenM-ieGold- 
•r>SMB8S;MlMa9aPMeeNBlftafert- 

S 9« Orlenda 81; Shi Amonto 6r WneeiMr 
: HoiMcn et LA 04908 to 
EUKABAOUE Gmp C {Anlof^ UMi^er 
(To) 80 ftrtlwi DuMi8lU 0^80 01 

Boxing 

Ryan Rhodes wl meet Canada^ 
Otis Grant for the vacant Wbrld 
Boeing Omari sa Bon middawdghi 
litis at the roods Fo^ Laisura Cen- 
tre in Sheffield. Ns home town, on -Q 
December. 

Cricket 

ThePiDfsssionaiCrlckBlers'Assod- 
tfion have been forced to snsnge an 
Extravdhwy General Meeting on Tl 
Mey a fte r strong leservaBons ware ex- 
prMsed re^rang the EfU^and and 
Mtetes Cddcte Boardb dedstens cn the 
fuiua stnitese oi the game to iheir 
ftst winter meeting. 

COlteN JUBIlS QUAtNIANQULAR TatV 
PHV (LteMra): SouSi AMea teat Srt Lan- 
ka by ee IMS 
SOUTHARVCA 

ACHrtseneUdaSWaBUrtnBea '« 

GKlrtBneAinoUbAdBSta. 

LKbsmreAiaprttj 

bObannasem 

DJOtoaneUw^bCMidm to 

•WCCnrfaeammbAdaSba — .to 

JN Rhodes e and bCtannaaMna |* 

SMVolMaeAinoideOhafliiasem. » 

tOJncheidBaneRMUige 

bSdeSan a 


nrierteteloKlbninawmaBmaapteA 
Afnstt biauranca NectlwRi L a aflua 
QaKSMdontVWteAucMa ndaS gns 

UW 4 Scunttwpe UU i. Gioiip T hree: 

Wbbag 4 Leieeeter cay 2 rw 

vwMiAlhlrtlelSatefatys aaiipSte 
iSSmamUtdl Blackpool t ;TtanmBie 

tan gKAWatoiCni rate irei eirtaew ^ 


p L tomciK rm eui to 

PSAVBMbSdeSha 

P n Adana not out ... C 

Etoaa(bfil>aw-7nb9 17 

IbMpor^SOoiiiieite •— — — — *tl 
Prti of widrttB 1-e aeo s-se 4-«s eeoo 
008 7tot aasa saos 
BoteinE Uwmae eoto-t ^ S d8 S» 

M S-tto-SCiii^ P hHMiae Heia SMMSe: 
OanUrtB ibO^I tebi wa: A de SNa 
B1-Z (rtl; AmNd 44>e(-a 
SRI LANKA 

liSAtnetetuePoiooicbKkMfier to 

H Arnold eR hih aed M nbPolDcfc n 

R 8 MrtHrana bw b KkaMV 9 

PAtoStaeSNncAbKkrtener A 

HPTartrtftenannout 9 

■A Renteima Km b KlrtHW ...O 

11. da Stea BW b de VMen ST 

K Ohamvasm net M to 

U Chentona c Rhodsa b Kkaener ^ 

DLlMnneandbKkrtsnar 22 

S RL de She nM out 5 

ErtiiM^^eia'irnb'e ~-.-~.to 

Tbhdtlera,S0owtte— 2*6 

fM ol teeksiR 1 to 2-46 eto Aet 5to 6-72 
7-iKe--(n9to7. 

MMcVMto-l M:dBVBBR9- 
: Kkaaner toOtoS hted: Atoms 
Bvwv,aynieai44>to0tMte:te>^'4M- 
400 (ito: niM 1-064) (we. 

FINAL STANDtNGS P W L Pis 

SotehAMto — -.2 3 0 6 

SHLanM.-- 3 2 1 * 

PtelsiHi .-3 1 2 2 

WUt Indies- - a 0 0 0 

SBiA AMto /nssf to Itoto in 0ts tort ea SsF 
wobir 

Football 

The Owkiglon defender Jason De Voe 
has been caled into Canadah squad 


firtdl VbrkOflyZ DiSeh 
MaBStrictitd Vblendam I 


the United States in Vteicouvec 

TODAY'S FIXTURES 

Football 

7.30 unleB SUM 

NATIONWIte reOTBALL LEAGUE 
FIRST DIVISION 

atoteheteer cay V HuddmliaM (7 j4S) 

SECONDOmSION 

Oldham v GUtogham (7j«e) ■ - 

HARP LASER NATIONAL LEASUE OP 

IRELAND ftamiar Dhtoien: Bohemians V 

Unhersky Ooe^ DiMi 

FA yoUTM CUP rate reont Bumlay v 

WteteiamttQ. 

Basketi>a]l 

BUDWSSSI l£AQUe ItewcWtoBBM 
V Gmeter London Laopaito (73(9. 
Shented Stevis v 


The Chelsea defender Franck 
tfooeuf has been recaled by nwee 
tor the fnendy against Scotland in 
Saint EBsnne neart WoetoODdey The 
29-yeanold centrehalf is jateedey Ar- 
senal rtedfialder Emmanuel rout 
The Aus&Bia coach Teny Venables 
has caled up three playm trom Ns 
rorlsrnouth, for the World Cio 


or Uorteofo LtoKsd v Mism or AUigdon 
TwwiWyttsrbbW t HilBwmorCBiilWfiiyv 


Wetog Untod tf Ditofeh itonld: WibM« rt 
BrigMon & Horn Alton V Stoermn 


land coach has named the strlcer 
johnAloistandthemIdfielderBAob- 
tie Bies and Creig Foster in B Efrmen 
squad for the twoJegged ptay-tfC 
PA YOUTH CUP Soeond-twitfdmw: Bwlon 
Aten or Ssdtwrm [Mted V Natoghsm rar- 




;BrtyvMHbcnuO> 

mesd or Oew cs s Hfn Bw m ; Aston Vto grata 
Coudy V VWste; BtadiMd CSy V Botton Hkn- 
dsnnar Sewbemuch; Smwsbisy 1bsn v* 
8ltoB(^gVMws;ShsMBUUHsdvimn- 
maaRD »i sm;aiidBtondv t>ii ai >iis iiC U yg 
CmwNagKteLwtoUriadvOkimAih- 
IsSOi \U Cly V Udrtssteudu Wbsi Brnnitoh 
Aten V MMonssar Cfe^lSwasas Ifetesd ir 
BurteyrtWnKtHrn:BacraumncMravMsn> 
Ghssar Utosi* Hsaon A Hsrrtam « toshdsn 
e pamontovChstton Adtode; euBosar Qty 
g Stutemson V Sonanham lortn g Hsan 
gGn>iomdAHijH<OM.wtoiltomvMtortt 
Ibrtm Unhse g CHsnt V Stfebil (By; 

Wm o i a ¥ Cto)^ mmo g Notvansnan 
TbrnNonMon 

Swadgi 'ten g Ban Housra; DAWSO g 
Clabse vWrrtedon: Pgamouin v Bah & 
Benadsw g TbeOig A Mehsm; psste “ten 
V O a rt w jbwn g Oart VtthgaB Rovsts; 
0wQn6Macayg9edan1tortivartifciiU.Ex- 
sar C»y g Coahsstsr IMad v ArssnsU 
Oussns nm Rsneers vSouihsnd iMtod; l3l- 
tartam Hohpg « tatoig g Oxkad Urtsd: 
Comary Oty V Uian ten; Plymrtdh Aiayte 


ASUH PGA OMEQA TOUR lb aiWB Opn 
IMcSm RRMoand teoms; to E Mote 
(U8).mTPUito(umjto«i(Ute.HaahVb. 
^ fte ChenteOun rUL Un OtoChai 
(te DBote (M Ktai Ltoto rt tea 
Cna-Hteng Lki Thnwsi (INL M Ctsi- 
nkio m On KsngOe ru WanTHCteG 


(iJ^T^'ffiooiLaio^Llm Swtolon L ions w ere farced to' 
li^itete yesterday and scrap ti 
•aretoLaprte servesiasinQRtertomeetm 


jNgJaste+tep^ nting Msi-lbi 

Ice hockey 

Newcastts Cobras have replaced 
their coach, Rick Biebant, toOowing a 
dsastrous nn wNdi hto seen me 
north ooctelLibloeealaevenmateh- 
ee in The Supertocoua. Chris NortocL 
Brebantb asstetariE wfl take ehaiige 
utS a reptaoement is found 
wAj Otea 5 ntabureh a Caeba 3 DsMt 
i: Naw JsraeyA FhteaS; UoteraalA RvsnH 
2; esnonan 4 NY aantore 4; irtemo 4 Cat- 


g^ ;Wranflers4Co>oBdo2;Anah6>ti5 

Motor radng 

Mctoaei Sciasneefter wn have to go 
to London and not Paris nsxt Tues- 
day to defend hSte rt ey Snst the 


Vilsneuve out of the EuDpean Grand 
Prix last month. The Intem a iional 
Automobile Federation have moved 
the hearing to Lorxfan because of foe 
lorry divem strike; which B Cferiot- 
ing travel In France. 

Paraiym|rics 

Bom has beaten five otoer cities to 
become the new permanent head- 
querters of the htematlonal ron- 
iyrToie Committea 

Rugby League 
Swkfion Lions were farced to free u 
f^eyets yesterday and scrap their re- 
serve sids in order to meet the eatery 
cap tor next seaeoa 
8t Helens have staled the prop Mce 
UNJghln, the 16-year-oid frotoer of 
'Bradford Buis' fanner (arete Britah 
cetere Ftoi, iivn focal amateus St He- 
lens Cruaadem on a five-year coroact. 
CasUteord have pt4 toe second row 
forwBRi ten Smatas and the uSty back 
Jamie Bern on the transtor fte but toe 
second row farwaid Lee Harfand has 
siGyied a new two-year contact wito 
toe Siper League cUx 

Squash 

Mays. woHtq opgw cham pionsmps 
U C 6-S B--6 

'B-n e-143-a 


^ Mardto (Engl t» D Jenson 
(AuN M 6-6 a- U; J Fteg g A Kata (qte 
teO .(Pte ) 6-9 eec-r. R Eyes (Ais) a c 
Wtetok taoHM) ^ s-n e-Q &■««.«: 
A )te (AusTM G Rycfeig (Can) I7-Q 15-9 6-8 

Swimming 

Fianziska van Almsich, toe world 200 

mebee chen^ten, reiisned to com- 
petitionin(tsappontingfashtonyes- 
fafog to qiaety tor the tOOnt 
neestyla retey in next years world 
champfonteNpe. The i9-year-old Van 
Aknsidc, swimnring in her first maior 
event shoe austanng severe hancTn- 
hriBs in a motorcyoe aedde n t last 
May was SRth n 5736sec kT toe tOOm 
treestyle at the German trials n 
genstxsg. 

Tennis 

STDCKHOUIOPENIterSTOtNlNAIENT 
8«nnd lomra G iVsedrtD jfSB tt L to# (Iti 
6-4 7e J Bfaloimi (SmI g t to«rasgi (Sw8t 

ICUAIAiers MEN6 CUP (SMine. CbU 
ram romWiM Puma 
(Sp) 646-3: R rate (Cz Ren bi A (Saiteoi 
PU %4 7-5; M Craca (Gar) bt J Afeno tel 64 


^ 7-6; U FSp^ ruu) U A terti 74 
AMERnSQ jCOPWOlllBfSTeuaWAIMWT 

te M J Fsnendez (16) 6? 6-t; A ategna 
bt T Snyte (US) 64 63 sSona 
M Sales (US) « M Gnyfaowsia iraa 

9^ B*3 6*2 

CUP (M08M Ouanerrinta w 
(Czlte6-1 6£WBte 


M DV^ (Cz Fi^ 61 '62. P Kote te 
br A OBnen (U^-S 63 


ON WEDNESDAY IT WAS THENL 

Draw date: 5/11/97. The winning numbers: S, 4, 6, 3, 3Z, 3S. Bonus numbar- as 
T otal Sales; £28^003.903. Prize Fund: £12.601.7^ (AsS of tlcklt JHeJ) 


Match 6 (JecKpott 4 

_ Match 5 plus bonus ball a 

. Match S 409 

Match 4 24,867 

Match 3 481,439 

TOTALS I 506.726 

9Cgnelet Woup pic. Players mist be 16 g omr. 

inT'SStyiiy&iPiMmar 


11012.858 

£ 355.747 

£1904 

£68 

£10 


lZ.358 £4,049.435 

r £ 1 . 245.976 i 

525 .. £ 778.736 ' 

£1690.956 

12 I £4.814.380 ‘‘ 

1_ ^ £ 12 ^ 679^480 ^ ' 

Bienaga igizes rouued ogm to neatis Lli; £3?,27C. 
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Ferguson faces Uefa censure as Irwin misses six 


weeks 




'..'•I 


Alex Ferguson% ftiry at 
tfie rugged tactics of 
Feyenoord on 
Wednesday is unlikely to 
subside in the light of 
news that Uefk could 
investigate the 
Hanchester United 
manager^ touchline 
confrontation virith his 
Dutch counterpart on 
Wednesday. Guy Hodgson 
reports. 

Anyone who has sees Alex Fer- 
guson's anger take full fli^t wQI 

testify it is not a comfortable ex- 
perience. Rudrfy with ra^, he 


will put hs face dose to his tar- 
get and vent lus emotions with 
an ejqilosioa of words. 

Gmit Meqer, the caretak- 
er coach of Feyenoord, would 
have got Fergi^n on fuS pow- 
er on \Kfednesda^ but for tte in- 
tervention of United’s asastant 
manager, Brian IQdd, who held 
his boss back from a potentially 
damagins confrontation. 

Even with Kidd's moderat- 
ing inOuence, Meijer appeared 
to spit his chewing gum at tiie 
United nmnager v^e Fergu- 
son was furious at Feyenoonfs 
vindictiveness which cubninat- 
ed in Denis being carried 

off with a knee injuiy ei^ min- 
utes from the end of the Eng- 
lish champions* 3-1 win. 


In^uating chat Meijer lacked 
“principles”, he described his 
thinking as “insane”. 

Irwhi will be out for six 
weeks after Paul Bosvdt^ tadc- 
le. The friU-back had an X-t^ 
on his left knee yesterday and 
will undergo further tests to as- 
sess the fun extent of the dam- 
age and determine whether 
diere IS l^ameot damage. 

Ferguson stopped hiaptey- 

ftTX wn-hatiigfng shjr ts gt tl| e f- Ti d 

of the match and condemn^ 
several other baish draOenges 
that induded Gary Neville and 
Hennmg Becgbeingelbowed in 
the face. “The referee was in a 
very lenient mood,” he said. “1 
fhi^ becould have ^ven a cou- 
ple of red cards.” 


Kiev protest over 
poor treatment 
that backfired 


When Barcelona 
subjected their 
Champions’ Le^ue 
visitors. Dynamo Kiev, 
to shabby tre^ament this 
week, all diey did was 
fire up the Ukrainians 
and sow the seeds of a 
disastrous defeat. Rostiskrv 
Khotin reports on the 
background to the 
Spaniards' elimination 
from Europe. 


Dynamo Kiev have lodged a 
formal protest with Uefa over 
their treatment in Barcelona for 
Wednesday's European Cup 
Champions' Les^e Group C 
encounter. 


However, the Kiev side said 
that the poor bospitalify had 
helped them turn die tables and 
band the ^ranish League lead- 
ers a 4-0 thrashing at the Nou 
Camp. 

The Dynamo coach A^ieiy 
Lobanovslfy, a dour disdpU- 
narian who rarely betrays at^ 
satisfeetkm, said puCtingsevea 
unanswered goals past 
Barcelona in the space of two 
weeks proved that the Ukrain- 
ian chauifMons were now a 
match for Europe's finest 

The Dynamo team were 
held up for two hours by cus- 
toms and hmnigratjon officials 
at Barcelona airport on Tues- 
day, given a sub-standard train- 
rng pitch and then ordered off 
aitother ground by Spanish po- 
lice, a Dynamo spokesman, 
Alexei Semenenko, said. 


Training bust-up disrupts Celtic 


Celtic's preparations for to- 
moiTOw’s Old Firm game have 
been badly ihsrupted by a train- 
ing ground bust-up between 
Ibsh MdCinl^and the Swedish 
international striker. Henrik 
Larsson, yesterday. 

The two clashed during a 
five-a-side game, with the inci- 
dent apparently resulting in 
Larsson sustaining a bloody 
nose. It is understood that 
McKinlay. a Scottish iaterna- 
tional who has lost his pbee re- 
cently to the Frenchman, 


Stophane Mahe, munedist^ 
left the traimog ground without 
showering or getting changed. 

Larsson later left the coun- 
try bound for Sweden, but the 
dub stressed that this had noth- 
ing to do with the incident at 
the tiainmg ground, but that be 
was goiiig to attend the funer- 
al of his father-in-law. 

The Celtic general mam^- 
er, Jock Brawn, admitted an in- 
ci^nt bad taken place bnt 
inssted: “Morale in the camp 
could not be better.” 


But the disruption to Dy- 
namo’s preparations backfired 
as it added angm* to Kiev’s de- 
texinmatioQ to consolidate ftieir 
grip on the “group of death”, 
and knock Baraekma out of the 
European Cup. 

“I don't have to tell you what 
the mood was after all those 
problems.” Semenenko said, 
adding that Dynamo officials, 
among them the former pres- 
ident of Lnocaine, were given 
poor seats. “Barcelona wanted 
to scalp us,” be said. “But diey 
took tteir own scalp.” 

Dynamo, up by half^iaie 
thanks to an ^drei Shev- 
chenko hat-tikk, coasted home 
with a fourth goal from Sergei 
Retnov gainst a Baraekma 
side reduced to 10 men earfy in 
the second half when Serp 
was sent off 

The Ukrainiaos won an ova- 
tion fr o m those Spanish fans 
who had not drifted away Icmg 
before the end. 

“We showed will and diar- 
acter and have proved we can 
play as equals with the great 
names of European soooer,” 
Lobanoraky said. 

Indeed, denied full points 
from four games only by two 
late Newcastle Unit^ goals. 
Dynamo lead the group with 10 
points, three ahead of PSV 
Einhoveo, who travel to Kiev 
for a potential group decider on 
26 November. 

H c wcasdtfs strildng 
defidendes, 29 
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ACROSS 

Oothwo ^CT^ma ki^best 

Zest for life -see it in 
Mediterranean ocnmtiy (8) 

10 Ballet dancins also remir- 

hm broad, level area (9) 

11 in dress, having got 
biggsi?(5) 

12 pippoints cha n ges to scale 

13 SLome break espe^ 

needed in ceremonial ob- 
servance (7). . . .. u 

15 SDttactedtpck^WjB 


23 f^dwig lady takes drugs 

25 Se-s reqinied for audi- 
tioo, naturally (7) 

26 Superfluousornament 
DDtfes lather skk (5) 

27 Dyestuff Greek cbaiwr^s 
kept in container of solid 
aluminium (9) 

28 Sweet femily put in cold 

stor^? (33; „ ^ 

29 k/farnal lelatioos? (2-4) 

DOWN 

1 Upper-dass gentleman 

OfiginaOy wearing a swDid 
'81 

:r where Roman otigi- 
crossed over 

low a little mud in riv- 24 
er - ffl^lica] attention 
needed (9) 

Address just betow round- 


about, it’s 
Aforeiensoi 


16 


17 


19 

21 

22 


irted (S. 6) 
’saoorot- 
protection 
unusual doilies (^ 
American in Kei^ possi- 
Uy heaffing east (6) 
Untnitbfm kids giving of- 
fence? (5. 9) 

Row about policemen 
turning up outade Num- 
ber Ten is a digresriOD (9) 
Loitering outade derelict 
multi, needina some sort 
incentive (8) 

Bdce a run througfr coun- 
tnr in east - this one? (7) 
Mountain ^*s about to 
ffvc us flowering ptanl <7) 
Loede thus, if up^? (6) 
Endless depre^n associ- 
ated with one dwelling in 
the far north? (5) 


All of wfiicfa wOT be of in- 
ferest to Uefa. But Eurc^iean 
football's governing bo^ is 
bound to stuffy rqioits from the 
ideree, Hung^s SaodOT Puhl, 
Uefa legate Herman Selb- 
herr, refem’s observer Kare 
Inge Lfoboe and the fourth af- 
fidal, Attila Hanacsek, before 
consideriog action. “Once we 
have seen them,” a Uefa offi- 
cial confirmed, “we can dedde 
whether thm is anything we 
need to look at further.” 

What needed no confinaa- 
tkm was Ktgusen^ rage to suc- 
ceed. At 56 (his birthday is New 
%az^ Eve) and afanarfy certain 
of a listing among the great 
managers, some men would 
be seeldt^ a qufeter life. Not 


him - His Will a the reason wi^ 
his team get better. No player 
will get coDspbeent while he can 
Aiil be genuinely frightened by 
the anger of toe mas who picks 
the team. 

And at toe moment there 
seems to be little argument toat 
United are getting better. Last 
season there was a feeling they 
won the Premiership almost by 
default, profiting the fail- 
ings of others, but this time they 
have struck the domestic front 
eariy, and are the <mfy team in 
toe Champions’ League with a 
100 per cent record. 

Wbea I^rgusoD did calm 
down eixsugh to allow himself 
quiet satisfaction, he saw am- 
ple evidence in Rotterdam of 


imptovwiienL The ten^ <rf toe 
team was not to his liktng at the 

start but they upped a gear at 

his behest and, h^ presto, thqr 

were three goals in front. 
“Maybe tbaf s part of toe lea^ 

ing process,” he said, “handling 

matches that have a slow pace 
to them.” He will have been 
happy, too, that only Paul 
Scholl lost his composure 
nnwri the flying Dutefa^n to 
get a yellow card. 

No one has in^jroved more 
dramatically than Awfy Cole, 

higtnftrhmft .giii ) huTSt 

probabfy owes more to for^- 
ftdness than learning. He has 
been shackled by a fear of foil- 
uie, but stumbling iq>ori some 
confidence has he^ied him 


accrue eight goals m toree 
matches. The man who found 
every way to miss suddenly 
does not know how to. 

«Vfe were a bit fortunaiew^ 

toe first goaL” Ffeiguson said, 
»pi »hniigh it was a marveuous 
pass and Andy Cole’s pace 
it. He troubled them aU 
nigh t- He was alw^ a threat” 

As Cole is able to kwp a 
striker of such rich promise as 
Ole Gunnar Solslqaer on the 
substitutes' bench, yesterda/s 
reports that Unit^ had in- 
quired about the asking price 
of Dynamo Kiev’s Andrei 
Shevchenko was just that - an 
idle inquiry. He could not play 
uitbe Champions’ League this 
season anyway and only an 


•• 

incorrigibie gambterwoukl^ . 
£12m for a relatxvefy utoxied 
striker, nolwithstandiiigteJia& . 
trick against Barman od; 

Wednesday. . 

If Cole is becoming 
fully-valued £7m man, the4 

Fferguson has strength in dq«^ ' 

in that department, jnst as hq 
has an embarrassment of qiiaH . 
ity full-backs. Irwin, wbos^hw' 

jury fe less serious than was fii» 
feared, wffl miss United'smaitto ' 

at Hi^bury on Simd^ 

deputyisEian<rsPh2Nei^ 

John Curtis and Micha^ 
Clegg are next in the queue. 

Arsenal United’s nearest 
rivals but stuttering without 
Dennis Betgkarop, can only 
look and weep. 


14 





Barcelona^ Rivaklo (right) attempts to avoid the dose attentions of Oleg Luzniy of Dynamo Kiev at the Ncmi Camp on Wednesday PhotQ^a^' AFP 

Saracens contemplate life 
without linchpin Lynagh 



ft has not been the best 
of weeks for Saracens. 
Seventy^two hours after 
confesmng to operating 
losses of £2.2m, 

Watford^ rugby Icings 
are being forced to 
contemplate the 
unthinkable: Midiael 
Lynegh's early 
retirement. Oiris Hewett 
reports. 

Michael Lyna^ toe veteran 
World Cup-winning outside- 
half and among the best 
three or four playm^ing stand- 
offs in the game, wtD decide be- 
fore Christmas whether to call 
tone oo his magDiBcent career. 

If toe 34.year-o]d Australian 
opts for pipe and slippers, his 
ambitious cofleagues at Sara- 
cens - joint top of the Pre- 
miership - wQl be faced with a 
hole far bigger than the one 
blown in toe bank account of 
their backer, Nigel ^May, by toe 
seven-figure deficit revealed 
earlier this week. 

Lynagh admined last tUght 
that he was considering pack- 
ing it in ai the end of the sea- 
son. “There comes a time when 
you have to say thanks very 
much and go and do stnnetbing 
else,” he told Sky's Club, 

“I'm tossing up whether or 
not this will he my last season 
and 1 would like to decide be- 
fore Christmas as to whidi way 
I'm going to go. There are 
people I have to talk to about 
iU Fm playing well and enjoy- 
ing it and I feel we're going to 


have a ^x)d season but maybe 
that's a good time to get ouL” 

Should Lyoagh quit in May. 
he will have ^ayed only two of 
his thTM contracted seasons. It 
would leave Sanies vato a ma- 
jor persooi^ problem, especially 
as they have cbelr sights firmly 
fired on a Hebeken Cup place 
next year. Last season, toeir 
Heineken cfaaUeo^ started to 
peter mit as soon as Lynagh be- 
gan to struggle with iojuiy and 
toe European Oip is no place to 
be witb^t a top-drawer per- 
former in rfaeNolDsliirt. 

The fiioess problems af- 
fect^ two other froot-line 
Sarries, Richard Hill and Kyran 
Bracken, were instrumental in 
persuading Oive Woodward, 
the En^and coach, to delay 
naming his squad for the lest 
with Australia tomorrow week 
and the Emeiging England fix- 
lure with Che Ail Blacks at 
Huddersfield three days later. 

Both HiU, a prime 
ftM* tin open-side Qank. and 
Bracken, pushing bard at soum- 
halL came ihrou^ comeback 
matches against Cambrid^ 
UnivefmQr on Tuesday, but 
Wxidward wants them watched 
at Northampton this weekend. 

Both {layers are likely to 
feature prominentfy in this sea- 
son’s Five Nations' Champion- 
ship, a bartfy annual that will 
soon carry more fi nancial clout 
toon ever before as a result of 
a new sponsorship deal an- 
nounced yesterday. Uc^ds TSB 
will pay £12in to attach its 
name to the 1999 and 2000 
tournaments and the group 
bos secured an option for 2001 
and beyond. 


In addition. Lioyris TSB has 
agreed to back English. Welsh 
and Irish home matches in this 
season’s competition as well as 
toe two fortfaroming England- 
New Zealand Tests, and will 
also ropport a number of World 
Cup qualifying matches next au- 
tumn. AJJan Hosie. the ebair- 
man of the Five Nations 
oommittee. described it as a 
“ground-brealdog deal”. 

There has been any amount 
of financial “ground-breaking” 
in recent months and English 
rugby, in particular, is smiling 
from ear to car. Nike. Allied 
Dunbar and Tetl^ Bitter have 
all signed multi-million pound 
contracts and onfy this week, 
the Cheltenham and Glouces- 
ter group agreed yet another 
seven-figure deal to fond a 
new competition to proride 20 
leading teams with meanii^ftil 
rugby during the hectic in- 
ternatioDal programme. 

Five Nations cash vriU be 
shared equally among the par- 
ticipating counhfies, aUbougb 
toe situation is complicated by 
a unilateial French ^xtnsorship 
deal that stretches well Into 
1999. 

Argentina are to push for in- 
duskm in the TH-Natioas series, 
following Italy’s success in gain- 
ing admisrion to the Five Na- 
tions. The South Americans are 
concerned that they are be- 
coming the poor relations of 
southern hemisphere rugby 
and will lobby influential dele- 
gates from New Zealand, Aus- 
tralia and South Africa at a 
conference in Buenos Aires 
this weekend. 
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Open 

Your mainframe has gone to meet its 
maker. Now you have open ^^stems, 
client/server achitecture, distributed 
processing - cal ft what you wil 

It works. But now there are 300 
budding rTOkeetDrs on the network 
d(^ their own thing. And ft's your job 
tomana^rt 

View 

Hewtett-PadcarcTs OpenView is a suite 
of tools that woHe as >«>ur eyes and 
ears on the network, OpenViewr can 
also distribute software^ reduce 
system bottlenecks and fix faults. 
What’S more, it knks after multiple 
platforms, induefing UNIX and NT. 

Prevent your ^pen* dream becoming 
your worst n^tmare. Cafl to arrange a 
vitit to our Enterpri^ Ckimputirig 
Centre to see OpenView 'm actioa 
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